" "CLU F 1les Sult

.»‘ -

PROVIDENCE RI-—Thlrty present
or former officials of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency and' other government
agencies yesterday were accused in a
class-action- suit™ of illegally gpening
mail..

The suit filed by the American Civil
Liberties Union in U.S. District Court
here alleges that officials of the CIA,
the FBI and the Postal Service opened
the first-class mail of plaintiff Rodney
Driver and other Americans.

Driver, a University of Rhode Island
mathematxc professor, said three let-
ters he sen to mathematicians in the
Soviet Union were opened and copied.
He'said the letters contained personal
and mathematical information.

The Rockefeller commission, which

investigated CIA activities, reported in
June that the agency’ opened some
mail to or £r0m the Soviet Union from
1952 to 1973 ’
- The’suit asks the court to order ¢om-
“pensatory damages of $20,000-for each
. letter opened and read by the CIA and
. punitive damages of $100,000 for each
-pergon., .whose mail was opened.

A,pgong those named in the suit are

former CIA officials Richard M. Helms

and James R. Schlesinger, former FBI
Director L. Patrick Gray ITI; former
Attorney General John. N. Mitechell,

fawrence “F. O'Btien -and Winton M.
Blount
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former Postal Service officials .
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