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D
avid P

hillips is not one of the "kiss and tell" boys. ,  

M
ost B

elieve T
h

eir P
rofession

 U
n

fairly M
align

ed
.  

E
x-C

IA
. A

gents Fret T
heir W

ork N
ot U

nderstood 
O

n
e recen

t n
ig

h
t, a h

alf-
d
o

zen
 lo

cal m
em

b
ers o

f 
D

avid P
hillips' new

 associa-
tio

n
 o

f fo
rm

er sp
ies g

ath
-

ered around the coffee table 
in

 h
is liv

in
g
 ro

o
m

 to
 "g

o
 

o
v
er o

u
r b

y
-law

s, fin
d
 o

u
t 

about our tax exem
pt status 

and chat." 
T

hey w
ere of roughly sim

-
ilar ag

es as P
h
illip

s, an
d
 

also
 lean

 an
d
 tan

—
ex

cep
t 

fo
r A

rth
u
r Jaco

b
s, a M

c-
L

e
a
n
 a

tto
rn

e
y
, w

h
o
 w

a
s 

o
ld

er an
d

 h
ad

 an
 E

in
stein

-
like shock of w

hite hair and 
w

as ch
arm

in
g
ly

 self-d
ep

re7  
eatin

g
 ("I' S

h
o
u
ld

 b
e p

re-
se

rv
e
d
 in

 'p
la

stic
 in

 th
e
 

S
m

ith
so

n
ian

") an
d

 L
ew

is 
R

egenstein, w
ho is younger 

an
d
 is th

e au
th

o
r o

f a b
o
o
k
 

called
 "T

h
e P

o
litics o

f E
x
-

tin
ctio

n
." "N

O
T

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
C

IA
," h

e said
. "It's ab

o
u

t 
other endangered species.' 

R
egenstein resigned from

 
the C

IA
 after 31/2 years, hg 

said4to follow
 hiiinter(st 

"an
 eq

u
ally

 fru
stratin

g
'su

b
-

ject'—
environm

ental prob,  
lem

s. "M
y friends, of course, 

ask
 m

e if I'm
 sp

y
in

g
 o

n
 th

e 
environm

ental m
ovem

ent." 
O

ne of the m
en asked not 

to be photographed or iden-
tified by nam

e, because his 
cu

rren
t n

eig
h
b
o
rs d

o
 n

o
t 

know
 he is a retired spy. 

T
h
e A

sso
ciatio

n
 o

f R
e-

tired
 In

tellig
en

ce O
fficers 

(A
R

IO
) had had its first' offi-

cial m
eetin

g
 a w

eek
 o

r so
 

earlier at th
e S

u
m

n
er V

il-
la

g
e
 s

a
le

s
 c

e
n
te

r in
 

B
e
th

e
sd

a
, w

ith
 o

v
e
r 5

0
 

slightly edgy new
 m

em
bers 

in attendance. 
T

he m
em

bership, totaling  

2
5
0
 so

 far, is d
o
n
cen

trated
, 

n
o

t su
rp

risin
g

ly
, in

 th
e
 

W
ashington area. It extends 

as far south as F
lorida, w

ith 
a sprinkling across the M

id-
w

est an
d
 a few

 m
em

b
ers in

 
the far w

est. E
ach

 h
as p

aid
 

at least $
1
0
 d

u
es, "b

u
t th

e 
av

erag
e is clo

ser to
 $

2
0
," 

said 
P

h
illip

s, "an
d
 w

e 
got 

one donation for $200." 
T

he o
th

er m
em

b
ers sh

are 
P

hillips' 
b
e
lie

f th
a
t th

e
ir 

profession has been unfairly 
m

aligned and his determ
ina-

tio
n
 
to

 d
e
fe

n
d
 it a

s b
e
st 

th
ey

 can
 w

ith
o
u
t rev

ealin
g
 

w
hat they consider vital se-

crets.  

m
l A

t P
h
illip

s' h
o
u
se

 th
a
t 

1 night, they spoke w
ith flar-

in
g
 p

assio
n
 ab

o
u
t th

e n
eed

 
for public understanding of 
the 'espionage business—

but 
in their w

ords w
as an under-

current of m
eaning com

pre-
h
e
n
sib

le
 o

n
ly

 to
 th

e
m

, 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
ir b

o
n
d
 o

f 
strange experience. 

A
t the request of a visitor, 

th
ey

 g
am

ely
 trad

ed
 a slew

 
o
f. sp

y
 jo

k
es b

efo
re th

ey
 

cam
e u

p
 w

ith
 a co

u
p
le th

at 
could be appreciated by out-
siders (or could be printed). 

"O
ne joke that used to go 

th
e ro

u
n
d
s b

ack
 w

h
en

 th
e 4,  

agency's phone num
ber w

as 
u
n
listed

 w
as th

at th
e o

n
ly

 
w

ay you could get the num
-

b
er w

as to
 call th

e R
u
ssian

 
em

b
assy

," said
 D

r. L
ester 

H
ouck of W

ashington, w
ho 

once taught G
reek and M

ed-
iterranean' archeology

.  
A

 co
u
p
le o

f th
e m

en
 h

ad
-

stories 
ab

o
u
t frien

d
s 

they 
h
ad

 m
et socially,  h

ad
 ro

u
-

tinely deceived about w
here 

th
ey

 w
o
rk

ed
, an

d
 su

b
se-

quently run into in the halls 
at C

IA
 headquarters. "W

e'd 
b
o
th

 b
een

 w
o
rk

in
g
 fo

r th
e 

ag
en

cy
 an

d
 ly

in
g
 to

 each
 

o
th

e
r a

b
o
u
t it," re

c
a
lle

d
 

Jam
es F

lannery, of A
lexan-

dria. 
T

h
ey

 each
 ech

o
ed

 P
h
il-

lip
s' statem

en
ts ab

o
u
t th

e 
lack

 o
f statu

s an
d
 reco

g
n
i-

tio
n
, an

d
 esp

ecially
 ab

o
u
t 

th
e h

ard
sh

ip
s o

n
 fam

ilies. 
"T

hat's w
hy I took early re-

tirem
en

t at 5
4
," said

 E
stey

. 
"T

o
 g

iv
e m

y
 w

ife 1
0
 g

o
o
d
 

years—
m

aybe." 
D

espite these fam
iliar la-

m
e
n
ts, a

n
d
 d

e
sp

ite
 w

h
a
t 

P
hillips has called "the dis- 

tem
per of the tim

es," w
hich 

th
ro

w
s a retro

activ
e clo

u
d
 

o
v

er all th
eir activ

ities, th
e 

m
en

 ag
reed

 w
ith

 F
lan

n
ery

 
w

h
en

 h
e said

 firm
ly

: "If I 
h
a
d
 it a

ll to
 d

o
 o

v
e
r—

I w
ouldn't do it differently." 

F
lan

n
ery

 sp
o
k
e alm

o
st 

reverently of his p
lan

 to
 p

u
t 

u
p
 a cab

in
 n

ear C
ap

e H
att-

eras, N
.C

. "I w
ill rep

o
rt o

n
 

d
o
m

estic activ
ities o

n
 th

e 
O

u
ter B

anks," he said softly, 
"and send back intelligence 
o
n
 w

h
en

 th
e b

lu
e fish

 are 
running."—
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