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‘Plan. for Killing
Diem Got U.S.

Consideration’

WXP, George Lardner, same date, filed CIA (d)

Washington

The United States considered the ass.asmgtloq ofd
South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963,
but it ‘was rejected in a high-level decision, the Se'n_at
Operations disclosed yesterday. -
; . Senate investigators 2l

still attempting to determin

| whether there was indirect
American involvement or
encouragement when ;Di_evxr;ﬁ
was slain. .
Diem and his brother;
South Vietnamese secret pos
lice chief Ngo Dinh Nhuj:
were killed on Nov. 2, 1963',
after a military coup in Sai=
cgon led by Major Gener-a;!”f
Duong Van (Big) Minh. =

Acting Committee Chair- -
man John Tower (Rep-Tex.).
told reporters that * We ha

_ho indication at this mome
-that there was ‘any dire
American - involvement
the ‘assassination of Diem, '’
but he said more witnesses;
would have to be called be-
fore any findings could be
made on the question of indi-
rect complicity. -

“I think it’s very obvious
from what’s . already: ~beeﬁ .
printed that there was some -
American interestin the plot?
to overthrow the Diem gov~,
ernment, but I think I can-:
not go beyond that,” Towe;jf.‘j;
said. - :

o

He spoke after an execu-

tive session yesterday morn-
ing with Central Intelligence

Agency Director William E.*

Colby who, Tower said, te
tified “rather extensively.
and. I think very constru
tively.”

- can involvement in the a
- sassination - and American

The committee miet in the
afternoon with former CIA®
official Lucien Conein, who
Wwas a principal agency €O
tact man in Saigon with the
-generals who carried oyt the -

- 1963 coup.

Conein retired from. f-he"’

"CIA in 1968 and is now an -

official with the Drug En-
forcement Administration. -
Tower confirmed that.

~Diem’s assassination was

considered .

- by U.S. officials, but he;
said it was clear from “the-
evidence before us now’
that the notion was rejected
at “high levels.” He would.
not elaborate. R

“The fact of the matter is
there was no direct Ameri-¢

involvement was specifically
rejected at High levels as ‘a-
means of implementing na-
tional policy,” Tower said.
He ‘declined to go into de- :
tails when asked who had
presented or endorsed the
proposai.

According to a cable from
Lodge to Washington that
was contained in the Penta- .
gon Papers, Conein met with
Minh on Oet. 5, 1963, and re-,
ported Minh's listing three |
ways of getting rid of Diem :
and his brother — with the
easiest way being assassing:'
tion . .

Minh subsequently called
the report a “big lie” and -
Insisted that ¢ no one wanted
them killed.” -

Later, however, it was re--
ported that 17 generals and -
colonels of the South Viet-
namese army, including -
Minh, voted to kill Diem. On
a December, 1971, NBC pro-
gram, Conein said he tried
‘0 get Diem out of the coun-
try and asked the U.S. em-

bassy for a plane, but was

told he would have to wait. 24
hours for it.
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