|
SFOOnER, 1 1075

Secret CIA
‘Deal With

-‘»‘
7

Justice Dept. .

Washington

The Rockefeller Comimis-
sion said yesterday that for
more than 20 years the Jus-
tice Department had a se-~
cret agreement giving the .
Central Intelligence Agency |
the power to decide whether
to  proseciite cummal
charges involving agenc ¥ i

emiployees. 3 1"funders,tandmg that a whole

@enes of attorneys general

The commission charged
that the department “abch-?
cated its statutory duties.”

It also chsarged thdt the

agreement “‘involved the
agency directly inforbidden
law enforcement activities,”
in violation of the law that
created the agenc} and lim- -
ited its powers.
- The commission said it
had found ‘no evidence”
that the CIA ‘“‘abused” the
prosecutorial powers turned
over by the Justice Depart-
ment.

It said, too. that the agree-.
ment was finally ended
last January, when the de-
partment “directed that
cases with a potential for
criminal prosecution be re-
ferred to it for considera-
tion.”

But the commission called -

for new guidelines, in writ-
ing, requiring that both the
criminal investigation and
'the  decision of whether to
‘prosecute be made by the
“Justice Department.

A spokesman for the Jus-
tice Department, confirming
the existence of the agree-
ment last night, said he did
not know whether the agree-
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ment had been a “shp” and -
a mistake by department of-
ficials for ci
Luament.”...

c}ulmg the 20-year life of the
agreement had not been told
of ‘the agreement’s exist-
ence.

Several prevmus attorne;fs
general, including Herbert

§ ly because of the agreement.

<R

Browiiell Jr xwho was attor-

,,,,,

agreement bedan said in in-

-~ terviews .earlier ‘in the day
- that theyhadwmo 1ecollect10n

The spokesman sald too

,that as far as the Justlce

Department  knew, no CIA
employee had been prose-

cuted” during the entire.

20-year period — apparent

The Rockefeller commlsa_
_swn stated that in 1954, the

[y

See much more detailed story by Lesley Oelsner,
ITimes 11 Jun 75, filed CIA (d).
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‘CIA “pointed out” to the

- Justice Department that ““in
~many cases, involving CIA .

prosecution® would - require

- public: disclosure of sensitive :
...agency opelatlons and pro- '
Vicedures.?

The Depar tment of Justice
1esponded ’ the commis-
sion said, that the agency
should itself investigate ‘“al-

'_legatlons affectmg its opera-
‘tions™
case to -the Department of

and “not refer the
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5 International Press
kY



