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SACRAMENTO — T h e 
Central Intelligence Agency 
relied on four underworld 
mobsters for the information 
used in planning the ill-fated 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba, the Sacramento Bee 
said\  today. 

The CIA's underworld in-
formants, all former Ha-
vana casino bosses, had bur-
ied $750,000 in Cuba when 
they fled Fidel Ca s t r o. 
Therefore, they had a stake 
in encouraging the United 
States to undertake the in-
vasion to overthrow Castro, 
the Bee reported.  

pin pinpointed troop and 
naval vessel positions," Bee 
investigatiVe reporter Denny 
Walsh wrote. 

"More importantly, per-
haps, the mobsters also re-
ported that many of the peo-
ple of Havana were unsym-
pathetic to Castro and would 
al m os t certainly rise up 
in support of a counter-
revolutionary  force once i t 
had established a beach-
head," Walsh continued. 

In exchange 'for their help, 
the hoodlums had been 
promised they would be al-
lowed to recover their bur-
ied cache unhindered, Walsh 
said. 

hoodlums had 

their own boat, with one CIA 
man aboard, standing off 
the Cuban shore when the 
Bay of Pigs invasion start-
ed. But when it became ob-
vious that the invasion of 
1.400 exiles was a failure. 
the mobster boat returned to 
Florida... 

Walsh identified t h e 
source of his infOrmation as 
a former CIA employee. He 
quoted Lawrence R. Hous-
ton, described as the CIA of-
ficial receiving the under-
world information, declining 
to confirm or deny the ac-
count. 

The Bee said two of the 
four mobsters involved with 
the CIA in the Bay of Pigs 
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"T h e information they 
supplied to the CIA sup- 	He said the 

helped CIA set it up 
are still alive. 

It said one is Russell Bu-
falino, 71, described as a 
still ac t i v e northeastern 
Pennsylvania Mafia hose, 
and the other is George Le-
vine. also known as George 
Lewis, described as an over- • 
seer of Mafia gambling in-
terests .in pre-Castro Cuba. 
The Bee said he is reported-
ly living in Coral Gables, 
Fla. 

The other two were James 
Plumeri, identified as a for-
mer Mafia hijacker, labor 
racketeer and garment dis-
trict strongman., and Salvia-

' tote Granello, identified as a 
Mafia extortionist and gam- 

bier. Both were victims sev-
eral years ago of unrelated 
gangland executions, Walsh 
wrote. 


