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~ The CIA Wanied

Les Angeles

Good old country boys

from Dixie, two-fisted drink-

“irs and oil roughnecks, all
‘men of good true grit,”
were recruited for their reli-
ibility, expertise and patri-
stism to man the CIA ship
komar Explorer on its
rloak and dagger mission.

Bimbo, Cowboy, Curley
and Big John were some of
ijhe nicknames of the men
jelected from Alabama,
. Louisiana, Oklahoma, Tex-
as, Mississippi -— men famijl-
lar with drill rigs and ships,
men who wore their patriot-
fsm on their sleeves.

They from

fowns

wee mMmen

and  Pasadena
Brookhaven, Miss.: Slidell,
La.; Millry, Ala., and Little
Rock, Ark. They were
prought to Redwood City for
special reasons.

“We were looking for a

like Houston  and -
[lovesvilie and Bridge City-
in Texas;.

certain type of man,” said a
source familiar with the CIA
hiring procedures.

“He had to have every
cleayable background. You
can’t imagine how many of
these men turned up with
eight or ten arrests on their
vecords, and they nad to be

,turned away.

“The man the C:A wanted
didn’t have exceptional in-
telligence, but did have. a
great sense of loyalty to his
count”y and his family.

“He was an expert in What
h2 did,; handling a pipe or a
crane or whatever. And he

nes “0\ |051 \,.\','.
W tlese old. boys don’t ta]k
nyway.’” he said.

“You can hetalot of them ©

Gidn'l o come  in wearing
suits.  These were tough old
hoys.: who could get drunk
and fight like a bear.
“These - guys, most of
them; chewed tobacco and
wore cowboy boots. And

they all signed documents
pledging themselves to se-
crecy,
over every goddamned one
of us right today,” he aald

The crew members \hu ed
‘or the mis ion were gwen
18-month contracts. which
included bonuses of | $157
monthly. - \

But they knew the ao'ency
(CIA) treated everyone very

well and they are Stlll\ hop-
ing they will get bonuses of
93) 0C0 or $10,000. [

Indeed, they were tleated
well. They were provxded
with - _spacious quat ‘ters on
the. ship, penty of stedks
and lobster tails. beer and
whiskey. and a specia!

“ecemavaderie on the alt .
\D

of the CIA agents ‘ who
schooled the roughneck
workers, drank with them,
lived with them and ea‘med

their respect . ;

Some places alound the
Redwood City water‘kront

“and that’s hapging

were off limits to the crew
because they might be dan-
gerous. or because of prost
tutes or simply because of
poor security.

“These men cons dered it
an honor to be seiected when
they found out what we were
going to do,” said a source
who knew “most of the
140-men crew.

The CIA agents handled
the crew members. as would
any good agent who sends a
spy into the cold — with re-
spect and patience.

“Everyone we met from
the CIA was an expert m

~something, and a good CIuy

said the source.

The CIA is keeping in con-

stant contact with the crew
members now that the ship
is docked at Long‘Beach

Just: three weeks ago. an
agent dropped into. a large
southern City for a’ meeting

with an employee of the Glo- -

mar Explorer venture.
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140 Men With Grit

“They Wanted to let us

know they were around,”
the source said of his meet-

ing with- the young CIA’

agent.

“They want to let usknow
there ave: future  projects
conung up Sometlmes it
seems they want to remind
you' that when - you get
hooked up with a project
like this~ (with the CIA),
sometimes . you can’t ever
get untangled flom it, or
them.”

The CIA fused little adver-

tising to attract men to the-

job. Rather, the intelligence
agency men knew and real-
ized that word would spread
about the Explorer and its
ostensible mission to draw
" off valuable mineral deépos-
its from‘ the ocean bottom.

They offered good money.

and adventure. And the
-mystery of being associated
with Howard Hughes, the
most mysterious man.of all.

“We were hired, many of
us, out of the fifth floor of
the Tishman Building at 5959
Century "boulevard, in Los
Angeles,” said the source.

“There was a picture of
the Glomar Explorer on the
wall in the interview room
and part of the pitch to the
new employees was that
Hughes: had recently located
a fantastic. mineral dep051t

in the Paﬁﬁc :
“It,- seems like everyone
had--heard ' about this ship,

this  “strange and different
ship ‘that -was going to-do
something, nobody was sure
what e

"The nrospective employ-
ees first met a CIA contract
man to do the initial inter-
views: in the Tlshman Build-

. Il]“

In a. room adjacent to his
was a -CIA man known as
Howard Imamura. about 49,
who was the ostensible as-
sistant but who actually de-
cided on whether a man was

a good enough prospect ()
undergo the clearance pro-
cedures. - \

“Clearance to ok% about
three months for each
man,” said the source.

“The men looking for jobs
were told they w‘ould be
working for Howard Hughes
and that Howard. Hughes is
a -strange man and not to be
alarmed if someone came

into their ne1ghborhopds and

asked about them,’’ he said.

“The CIA man next door
to the first
would ask them a 1ot like
did they ever use drqgs One
young man who said he
smoked a lot of maruuma
cigarets. was hired anyway

because someone pulled

~ some strings for him and he

worked out fine.

‘A young woman was
hired. the daughter, Ithink,
of a big name sports person-
ality. ‘

“Nobody was  hired Whn

interviewer ™

had ever belonged to'a union
because we didn't wang
union trouble.

“No Jews were hired he-
cause of some possible in-
volvement with Israel. Ne
one from the Scripps Insti-
tute because it had been in-
volved in some of kind of
government work. ‘And ne
blacks.

“A lot of the men were
told the information on their
background was needed for
visa details,” he added.

One employee,  musing
about this experiences, said:
“sometimes I would look
around and see average peo-
ple and I would wonder,
‘Why can’t I be like that?’ >

Riding late at night in his
car, smoking cigaret after
cigaret, on the streets of a
large Southern city where he
now lives temporarily, he
wonders about it all. He is
pretty sure life will never he
the same.

Los Angeles Times
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