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O
B

S
E

R
V

E
R

 	
( 	

A
A

R
 2 2 1975 , 

m
e 

N
Y

T
is  T

h
e M

um
m

y s Flight 
B

y R
u

ssell B
ak

er 

In
 1

9
6

8
 w

h
en

 A
m

erican
 relatio

n
s 

w
ith

 E
g

y
p

t w
ere at a lo

w
 p

o
in

t, th
e 

C
e
n
tra

l In
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 A

g
e
n
c
y
 a

p
-

p
ro

ach
ed

 H
o

w
ard

 H
u

g
h

es w
ith

 an
 

ex
p
en

siv
e p

lan
 to

 o
b
tain

 th
e G

reat 
P

yram
id of C

heops. 
A

t th
at tim

e E
g

y
p

t p
o

ssessed
 th

e 
m

o
st fo

rm
id

a
b

le
 p

y
ra

m
id

s in
 th

e
 

w
o

rld
. T

h
e C

.I.A
. b

eliev
ed

 th
at if th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates co

u
ld

 secretly
 g

et h
o

ld
 

o
f o

n
e
 fo

r c
lo

se
 stu

d
y

 w
e
 w

o
u

ld
 

accu
m

u
late a m

in
e o

f in
v

alu
ab

le in
-

fo
rm

atio
n
 w

ith
 w

h
ich

 to
 d

efen
d
 o

u
r-

selves if E
gypt started anything. 

H
ughes w

as equal to the challenge. 
H

is en
g

in
eers p

ro
p

o
sed

 fittin
g

 w
in

g
s 

o
n

 th
e G

reat P
y

ram
id

 an
d

 fly
in

g
 it to

 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. 

T
h

e
 id

e
a
 w

a
s b

re
a
th

a
k

in
g

 in
 its 

sim
plicity, but the technological prob-

lem
s w

ere im
m

en
se, sin

ce th
e en

tire 
p

ro
ject h

ad
 to

 b
e carried

 o
u

t in
 su

ch
 

a w
ay

 th
at E

g
y
p
t w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t su

sp
ect 

anything unusual w
as going on. 

T
o

 g
et w

in
g

s o
n

 th
e p

y
ram

id
 w

ith
-

o
u

t attractin
g
 atten

tio
n

, th
e b

u
ild

ers 
h
ad

 to
 fit th

em
 to

 th
e p

y
ram

id
's b

ase, 
w

h
ich

 is alw
ay

s co
v

ered
 b

y
 san

d
. In

 
th

is w
ay

, each
 n

ig
h

t's p
ro

g
ress o

n
  

w
ing-building could be concealed by 

co
v
erin

g
 th

e w
o
rk

 w
ith

 san
d
 b

efo
re 

sunrise. 
S

im
ultaneously, in A

rm
onk, N

. Y
., 

an exact replica of the G
reat P

yram
id 

w
as b

u
ilt in

 p
lastic. T

h
is w

as to
 b

e 
d

ro
p

p
ed

 b
y

 p
arach

u
te o

n
 th

e sam
e 

n
ig

h
t th

e real G
reat P

y
ram

id
 w

as 
flo

w
n
 o

u
t o

f E
g
y
p
t, an

d
 p

u
t in

 its 
p
lace so

 th
e E

g
y
p
tian

s w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

notice anything w
as m

issing. 
B

oth ends of the job—
in E

gypt and 
A

rm
onk—

w
ere com

pleted on schedule 
an

d
 at 0

3
0
0
 o

n
 P

-D
ay

 (C
airo

 tim
e), 

the G
reat P

yram
id of C

heops, pow
ered 

by 300 jet engines m
ounted on under-

slu
n
g
 w

in
g
s fo

u
r m

iles lo
n
g
, ro

ared
 

d
o

w
n

 th
e d

esert, flo
o

r an
d

 b
ecam

e 
airborne over the M

editerranean. 
M

o
m

en
ts later g

ian
t p

arach
u
tes 

dropped the plastic replica into place. 
W

h
en

 th
e p

y
ram

id
 w

as ap
p
ro

ach
in

g
 

th
e A

zo
res, h

o
w

ev
er, it b

eg
an

 to
 ice 

u
p

 an
d

 lase altitu
d

e alarm
in

g
ly

. T
h

e 
crew

, aw
are that w

hen it hit the w
ater 

it w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 sin

k
, b

efo
re th

ey
 

co
u
ld

 ex
ecu

te em
erg

en
cy

 ab
an

d
o
n
-

pyram
id procedures, had no choice but 

to
 b

ail o
u

t at 1
,0

0
0

 feet. 
T

h
is lig

h
ten

ed
 th

e p
y

ram
id

 an
d

 Its  

descent stopped. A
 few

 m
inutes later, 

it passed through a w
eather front, the 

ice m
elted

 an
d
 th

e p
y
ram

id
 b

eg
an

 to
 

reg
ain

 altitu
d

e. O
n

 au
to

m
atic p

ilo
t, 

it w
en

t to
 3

0
,0

0
0
 feet, circled

 aw
h
ile 

an
d
 th

en
, m

o
re o

r less w
h
im

sically
, 

started flying tow
ard L

ondon. 
T

h
is left th

e C
.I.A

. little ch
o
ice. 

R
ich

ard
 H

elm
s, th

en
 th

e d
irecto

r o
f 

C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce, called

 th
e A

ir 
F

o
rce an

d
 ask

ed
 th

em
 to

 sh
o
o
t th

e 
p
y
ra

m
id

 o
u
t o

f th
e
 sk

y
 b

e
fo

re
 it 

reached L
ondon. 

T
he A

ir F
orce duty officer to w

hom
 

H
elm

s sp
o

k
e assu

m
ed

 th
at th

e d
irec-

to
r h

ad
 g

o
n
e in

san
e an

d
 in

stan
tly

 
n
o
tified

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. T

h
e P

resi-
d

en
t w

as in
terru

p
ted

 at tea an
d

 to
ld

 
that the G

reat P
yram

id of C
heops w

as 
flying to L

ondon w
ithout a pilot. 

H
e telephoned H

elm
s to.congratulate 

the C
.I.A

. for perform
ing .a prodigious 

technological feat and then telephoned 
th

e B
ritish

 P
rim

e M
in

ister an
d

 in
-

form
ed him

 that there w
as a pyram

id 
h
ead

ed
 h

is w
ay

 o
u
t o

f co
n
tro

l. T
h
e 

P
rim

e M
in

ister co
n

g
ratu

lated
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates o

n
 a fan

tastic ach
iev

e-
m

ent and requested the C
.I.A

. to apply  

its w
izard

ry
 to

 h
ead

in
g
 th

e p
y
ram

id
 

o
ff at th

e C
h
an

n
el. 

N
eed

less to
 say

, th
e ag

en
cy

's b
est 

m
in

d
s h

ad
 alread

y
 so

lv
ed

 th
is p

ro
b
-

le
m

. E
v

e
n

 a
s th

e
 P

rim
e
 M

in
iste

r 
p

lead
ed

 fo
r h

elp
, ag

en
ts in

 L
o

n
d

o
n

 
w

ere b
u
y
in

g
 u

p
 ev

ery
 m

eat p
ie an

d
 

boiled B
russels sprout on the E

nglish 
m

ark
et. • 

W
ithin the hour, squadrons of S

.A
.C

. 
b
o
m

b
ers lo

ad
ed

 w
ith

 m
eat p

ies an
d
 

sp
ro

u
ts w

ere tak
in

g
 o

ff fro
m

 th
e air-

field
s o

f E
n
g
lan

d
. T

h
ey

 in
tercep

ted
 

th
e p

y
ram

id
 3

0
0
 m

iles so
u
th

w
est o

f 
C

ornw
all and plastered it. 

T
rue to C

.I.A
. technologists' predic-

tio
n

s th
at n

o
 p

y
ram

id
 o

n
 earth

 co
u

ld
 

w
ithstand the w

eight S
.A

.C
. had at its 

d
isp

o
sal, th

e G
reat P

y
ram

id
 stalled

 
in

 m
id

a
ir, w

e
n

t in
to

 a
 sp

in
 a

n
d

 
c
ra

sh
e
d
 in

to
 3

,6
0
0
 fe

e
t o

f w
a
te

r, 
carry

in
g

 2
0

0
 m

eat p
ies an

d
 3

,0
0

0
 

B
russels sprouts w

ith it. 
W

as this daring operation w
orth its 

in
cred

ib
le co

st to
 th

e tax
p
ay

er? F
ew

 
at th

e ag
en

cy
 h

av
e an

y
 d

o
u

b
ts. A

l-
th

o
u

g
h

 th
e m

issio
n

 d
id

 n
o

t su
cceed

 
in

 its o
rig

in
al aim

, th
ey

 b
eliev

e, it 
w

as still w
o
rth

 ev
ery

 cen
t it co

st fo
r 

w
h
at th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates learn

ed
 ab

o
u
t 

how
 to defend itself against attack by 

pyram
id. 

S
in

ce th
en

 th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 h

as b
een

 
sto

c
k
p
ilin

g
 a

n
 a

rse
n
a
l o

f B
ritish

 
cooking. 


