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A former high aide to Howard
R. Hughes has said that the
reclusive industrialist had beeH
looking for years for.a Central
Intelligence Agency connection
that would expand his in-
fluence with government before
the agency signed his company
to try to recover a sunken
Soviet submarine.

Robert A, Maheu, once the
manager of the Hughes opera-
tions in Nevada, made the
statement last year in testifying . . 3
In his successful defamation| The Hughes Glomar Explorer, used in the salvage of part of a Soviet submarine last
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the trial showed that Mr.|—

Hughes had a considerable in-
terest in manipulating Federal
agencies and politicians.

Mr. Maheu said that, as far
back as 1961, Mr. Hughes
showed a desire to become
involved some¢how with the

A corporate profile of
Global Marine, Inec., appears
on Page 57, .

C.LA. And in 1968, Mr. Maheu
testified, Mr. Hughes asked him
to “try to work out some kind
of an arrangement with the
C.ILA. whereby either he or,
the Hughes Tool Company!
would become a front.”
. Mr. Maheu said he had asked
Mr. Hughes for an explanation
and was told that if the indus-
trialist “ever became involved
in any problem with the
Government, either with a re-
gulatory body or with an inves-
tigative arm of - the Govern-
ment, he thought it would be
very beneficial to him of being
in a position of being a front”
for some C.I.A. enterprise.

Mr. Maheu said he had re-
fused to do what Mr. Hughes
asked

And as it happened, it was
the C.IA. that initiated the
discussions that led to the
project making Mr. Hughes’s
Summa Corporation, the suc-
cessor to Hughes Tool, a front
for the intelligence agency, ac-
cording to high Government
officials. !

‘In late 1970 or early 1971,
these officials said, the agency
contracted with Summa to fi-
nance the construction of-a
multimillion - dollar - deep - sea;
salvage vessel and used it last!
summer in a secret but unsuc-li
cessful effort to recover hydro-il
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gen-warhead missiles and codes
from a sunken Soviet subma-|

United Press International
Robert A. Maheu, former
aide to Howard R. Hughes.

rine that lay three miles deep
in the Pacific Ocean. §

Summa, wholly ‘owned by
Mr, Hughes, supposedly built
the ship for commercial mining
of ocean minerals.

The officials said Mr. Hug-
hes’s organization was chosen
to po provide the cover for
the project because of his liking
for secrecy, his known interest
in deep-sea mining and the
fact that that Summa had had
experience in large-scale con-
struction. Also, they noted, the
Hughes Aircraft Company has
long been involved in building
space satellites for intelligence
purpgses and employs a num-
ber of former high-ranking
C.LA. and military men.

The trial of Mr. Maheu’s de-
famation suit also. produced
other indications of the 69-
year-old industrialist’s pench-

“land available for expansion

ant for trying to acquire in-
fluence with the government..

Hughes Memorandum Cited .

Among messages from Mr.
Hughes to Mr, Maheu that were
introduced inte evidence, Mr.
Hughes in one memorandum
mused that it might be good
to get Paul Laxalt, Governor
of Nevada while the industria-
list lived there, now a Senator,
under obligation by rescuing
a failing company. Neither the
company’s name nor its con-
nection with Mr. Laxalt, if any,
was given.

Mr. Laxalt, Mr, Hughes said,
could repay tie obligation by
“making 2 polite request of
the Government to return the
Federal lands to the state”—
a move Mr. Hughes favored
because it would have made

of some of his projects.

Mr. Hughes also wrote of
relationships witj other politi-
cians, such as Senator Alan
Bible of Nevada and Riciard|
M. Nixon, then running for!
President. ;

In April, 1968, he told Mr.
Maheu that “I want you to!
go see Nixon as my special|
confidential  emissary.”~ Mr.,
Hughes believed that the Re-




publicans might win the Pres- I
idency and observed tiat “if|
that could be realized wmd.g-r
our sponsorship and supervi-
sion’ every inch of the way,
then "we could be ready to
follow with Laxalt as our next
candidate.”

Mr. Hughes’ apparent efforts
to influence governmental ac-
ition were evident, too, in corre-
ispondence indicating that in
1968 the industrialist sought
to disrupt the Atomic Energy
Commission’s plans to test a

Juclear weapon and, under-
‘ground at the Nevada Test Site.
|The correspondence, put into
evidence in the defamation suit
trial, indicated the billionaire:s
deep concern as he sat in his
penthouse on the Las Vegas
Strip as the time for the deto-

nation approached.

“Please watch me carefully
;and don’t let me go to sleep
jat all,” he wrote in a note
to his personal staff.

To Mr. Maheu he wrote, “The
Government is not omnipotent
and always right, as witness

with the blast, I definitely will
be forced to line up with the
total antibomb faction,through-
out the U. S.,” Mr. Hughes
wrote .to Mr. Maheu in 1968.
“This group has only been wait-
ing for a strong leader, and
I.am ready to dedicate the
rest of my life and every cent
I possess in a complefe no-
quarter fight to outlaw al} nu-
clear testing of every kind and
everywhere.”

A Key Defense Contractor

As he wrote this, Mr. Hughes,
had complete control of an!
industrial empire that he owns
totally. It has roles in such de-
fense production as manufac-
ture of rockets, satellites and
fire control systems. In the
fiscal year 1974, the Hughes
companies contracted to pro-
vide $825-million in defense
materials, which made him the
eighth-largest defense contrac-
tor.

“I can tell you, based on
actual Defense Department
technical information legally in

the episode with the sheep.”
He referred to a chemical and
biological warfare experiment
with nerve gas that went
wrong at Dugway Proving
Ground in Utah, with the result
that hundreds of. sheep grazing
outside the reservation were
killed.
! More than 100 Hughes me-
morandums were introduced
into the Los Angeles  trial
where Mr. Maheu won a judg-
ment of $2.8-million on the
{basis that Hr, Hughes had de-
‘famed him by saying in a tele-
phone news conference that
e had dismissed Mr. Maheu
because “he stole me blind.”
In those memorandums set-
ting out his concerns about
the AE.C. test, Mr. Hughes
said he would go to President
Johnson, or that he would write
messages that Vice President {

Humphrey would personally de-
liver, or that if the A.E.C. did
not knuckle under, “I am
to the public immediately.’

He told Mr. Maheu to handle

¥

going|damage in Las Vegas, a

my hands,” Mr. Hughes said in
a handwritten memorandum to
Mr. Maheu, that certain A.E.C.
statements, which he did not
specify were untrue. “We must
be careful not to place ourselveg
in the position of disclosing
military secrets” while resisting
the.bomb test, he said.

“I think the A.E.C. must be
made ta understand that if they
want to continue their tests
in the continental U.S., Hawaii,
Alaska; Puerto Rico, Virgin Is-
lands, any of the U.S. Pacific
islands or the Philippines; they
damned well better get down
off their high autocratic horse
and start talking compromise
to us,” he told Mr. Maheu.

On April 26, 1968, the A.E.C.
detonated a bomb code-named
Boxcar beneath the Nevada de-
sert at Paiute Mesa, about 100
miles northeast. of Las Vegas.
It was equivalent to 1.2 million
tons of TNT, and did no serious
Ithough
the shock wave was felt there,

‘Thereafter the A.E.C., at a

the AE.C. negotiations “as if|cost of more than $100-million,

‘'we were buying a hotel.”
“If the A.E.C. does not grant
ithe extension and goes ahead

shifted its tests for big bombs

to Amchitka Island in the west-

ern Aleutians.
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