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are now some 9,535 persons,
mostly civilians working un-
der commercial Pentagon con-
tracts, providing techniecal
training and assistance in 34
countries.

These figures do not include
roughly 1,800 active-duty mili-
tary men and Defense Depart-
|ment civilian employees . as-
signed to official Military As-
sistance and Advisory Groups
(MAAGs) in some 50 coun-
"I tries.

‘I Nor does the total include
.| other workers from U.S. arma-
‘|ment companies who go
abroad under contracts negoti-
ated directly between a for-
eign country and a U.S. com-
pany. .

The State Department over-
| sees that type of contract. But

yesterday said they had not'as’
yet figured out the total num-
ber of workers involved. '
Forty per cent -of the 8,535
contractor personnel-—not all
of whom are overseas at any
one time—work in South Viet-
1 nam.

But 24 per cent—some 2,200
people—are now in Iran and
another 24 per cent are in
Saudi Arabia, reflecting the
vast inerease in arms sales to
the oil-rich Persian Gulf in the
past two years. The remaining
personnel are scattered among
more than 30 other countries.
Interest in the scope of
U.S. military training over-
iseas has expanded in Congress
‘recently, in part because of
the:booming $8 billion-a-year

salés of U.S. weapons and sup-

port: services abroad.
Responding to press in-
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into the dimensions of U.S., :l

overseas, disclosing that there’

State Department spokesmen .

‘CONTRACTS, From Al
o8 TP 0 M e ol
%qui‘ri‘es;z.;m@}’emgon yester-
day provided details on the
_size of the entire overseas
“training operations. Spokes
men also defended the use of
civilian contracfors as neces-
sary to prevent the U.S. mili-
tary from being overburdened
with requests from foreign
countries to supply scarce and
skilled technicians from its
own ranks.

Similarly, Pentagon officials
said a congressional amend-
ment to the Foreign Military
Sales Act of 1974 requires that
the Defense Department turn
as much of this technical
training and support work as
possible over to commercial
contractors. .

* The principal controversy
“raised by the recent $77 mil-
lion contract to Vinnell Corp.
_for training the Saudi Arabian
“mnational guard is that it marks
I'the first time civilians are be-
“ing hired to actually train size-
able miljtary combat units.
And the contract announce-
ment was handled secretly in

Miss.), was aniofig those who'
called for an inquiry into the
Vinnell contract when it was
reported in the press. :

Asked if it was Saudi Arabia:
that had asked to keep its in-,
volvement secret in the| con-
tract, Beecher said hé ‘was not
sure and that it was a question
the State 'Department should
answer. A State Department
spokesman said he was “pretty
sure” the Saudis asked not to
be identitied, but couldn't say
50 authoritatively. ‘

Asked under what authority
a foreign country has the
right to impose secrecy| on a
contract of this sort, the Pen-
tagon’s chief arms sale negoti-
ator, Richard R. Violette, said:
«I'm not sure it’s a law, but|:
more the respecting of the de-
sires of another country” for
secrecy over matters that may |
be regarded by them’as|sensi-|
tive military intelligence or1_
foreign policy information.
When asked how such con-|
tracts could legally be kept se-
cret from the public| here,|
Violette said “It’s a good gques-

_that the public statement did
not identify what country the
civilians would be werking in
or what they would be doing.

At the Pentagon yesterday,
Amos A. Jordan, a deputy as-
sistant secretary of defense,
was asked if he thought it was
good policy to allow some 1-
000 U.S. civilians working for.
Vinnell to train the troops of
another country under a
vague contract which the for-
efgn country apparently can
request be kept secret.

“It seems to me that itis a
good idea that this informa-
tion be made available to the
public and to the people’s rep-
resentatives” in Congress, Jor-
dan said. He went on to say
that both the House and Sen-
ate Armed Services commit-
tees were informed about the
vinnell contract and the Con-
gress thus had the opportunity
to inform the public.

Under further questioning,
however, Pentagon spokesman
William Beecher acknowl-
edged:that the information
was given to Congress on a
classified basis.

tion.”

Asked if training foreign
military units could mnot get
out of control because there
was no public disclosure in
many cases under existing
procedures of secrecy in using
civilian contractors, Jordan
claimed there was no ichance|
of it because the peoplé in the|,
Pentagon and State Depart-
ment watch it closely.

The practice of sending U.S.
military advisers overseas has
been going on for 20 years,
but until very recenfly this
has always been done by the
military MAAG groups. As
arms  purchases expanded
around the world and the
weapons became mole com-
plex, more civilian contractors
were brought in, especially to
handle the huge increase in
demand for military support
by oil-rich Persian Gulf coun-
tries. b
| Normally, these contractors
-simply teach foreigners how
to operate and maintain the
equipment they sell. But the
new Vinnell contract goes well
beyond that.

l

Despite the claim that the
Senate Armed Services Com-
.mittee was informed of the de-
tails, the committee’s chair-
man, Sen. John C. Stennis (D-

The Pentagon- statistics re-|.
leased yesterday show that of
the 9,535 persons now under
contract, all but 782 are civil-
ian contracted personnel.




