
hat the C 	re than 
■$8 million for covert activities 
n , Chile between 1970 and 
973. 	

i 

Helms repeatedly told the 
committee he did not remem-
ber details of the expenditures 
in Chile. When Sen. Frank 
Church (D-Idaho) asked if 

4500,000 was given to opposi-
'Ilion leaders in Chile, Helms 
said he thought it was given 

of to political parties but to 
4  'civic action groups." 

In his testimony last month, 
elms told the committee he 

lad "totally forgotten" a Nix-
a administration proposal on 
omestic spying when asked 
bout it in 1973. 	, 
"I am being as honest as I 

WXPost FEB 14 1975  
Memory 
Faulted 
By Helms 

Gave Probers 
Incomplete 
Data, He Says 
By Carroll Kilpatrick 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Former CIA Director 
Richard M. Helms has 
acknowledged that he gave 
the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions 'Committee incomplete 
information regarding CIA's 
involvement in C h 1,1 e a n 
politics when he testified 
before the committee two 
years ago. 

Helms also told the commit-
tee in executive session Jan. 
22 that because of lapse of 
memory he had given incom 
plete information about pro-
posed domestic spying opera-
tions. 

However, the former CIA di-
rector, who is now ambassador 
to Iran, denied that he had 
lied to the committee or delib-
erately misled it. A censored 
version of his, testimony be-
fore the committee was re-
leased yesterday. 

On Feb. 7, 1973, when 
Helms' nomination to be am-
bassador to 'Iran was being 
considered, Sen. Stuart Sym- 

(D-Mo.) asked 	the 
CIA tried "to overthrm the 
government of chile" 1W1' ded 
by Salvador Allee'de, wh'o died•  
in the military 'Coup of Sep-
tember, 1973. 

"No, sir." Helms replied, 
without elaboration. 

Symington then asked:.  "Did 
You have any money passed to 
the opponents of Allende?" 

"No, sir," Helms replied. 
. "So the stories you were in-
volved in that are wrong 
entirely?" Symington asked. 

"Yes, sir." 
Questioned in hearings last 

month about his replies, 
Helms said that he should 
have answered "in a much 
more extensive way." 

"I think I made one mistake 
in that testimony, maybe a se-
rious mistake, but I should 
have probably asked either to 
go off the record or to have 
asked to discuss this matter in 
some other forum, because 
you will recall at that time Al-

. . 

iende's government was in 
power in Chile and we did not 
need any more dipfOrnatic in-
cidents or any more difficul-
ties than the United States 
and Chile already were having 
by 1973, when I testified. 

"As far as the earlier state-
ment is concerned, whether 
the agency tried to overthrow 
the government of Chile,,I an-
swered `no.' I believe that is 
true . . . 

"I know that the Nixon ad-
ministration wanted it Over-
thrown but there was no way 
to do it that anybody knew of, 
and any probes that were 
made in Chile to ascertain 
whether there was any force 
there that' was likely to bring 
this about produced no evi-
dence that there was any such 
force." 

Referring to CIA money 
spent in Chile, Helms said 
it went to civic action groups, 
newspapers and radios 'to 
keep alive" opposition voices. 

"I did not realize that went 
into political parties, I did not 
think that it had, at least it 
was my understanding at, the 
time," he said. 

Declaring that he had "no 
intention of lying . . . no in-
tention of deliberately mis-
leading" the committee, 
Helms said he assumed "a 
fUnd of knowledge on the part 
otyou gentlemen which possi. 
bly you did not have." 

'He said he felt "obliged to 
keep some of this stuff, in 
other words, not volunteer a 
good deal of information." 

The present CIA director, 
William E. Colby, has testified 

See CIA, A4, Col. 1; 

CIA know how," he said. "i simply 
did not remember it. ' Helms 
wavireferring to the o-called 
Huston plan, put for and by 
White House aid • 	Tom 
Charles Huston rec mmend-
ing break-ins and other illegal 
activities to improve omestic 
intelligence operatio s. Then 
FBI Director J. Edge Hoover 
later torpedoed the iperation 
on the grounds it was illegal. 

"The whole Husto opera-
tion started one mo ning in 
the White House wh ri Presi-
dent Nixon called a eeting," 
Helms said "The b rden of 
the meeting, as best I recall it, 
was an injunction f om the 
President to Mr. Hoo er to or-
ganize a committee o I  the peo-
ple there present and to exam-
ine the possiMlities • getting 
increased coverage o Weath- 

ermen, Black Panthers; in 
other words, groups that were 
causing trouble and difficul-
ties in the United StatgS..." 

Helms said he did nothing 
but increase CIA's activities 
overseas to see whether there 
were ( foreign Communist or 
other connections with the do-
mestic groups. 

He denied an allega 
the CIA ever spied 
gressmen and denie 
carried out surveillan 
ties on Sen. Barry G 
(R-Ariz.) during his 19 
dential campaign. 

The former CIA dit.ector 
said he knew nothing about 
the break-in on the West 
Coast at the offices of Daniel 
Ellsberg's psychiatrist until he 
read about it in Iran months 
later in the newspapers. 
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