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‘Data Ordered w,thhekl' |

Report on Helms"

By Seymour M. Hersh
+ New York Times

Washington

Richard Helms. while
director of Central Intelli-

gence, ordered a high offi-

‘cial of the agency to with-
hold ‘Watergate information
and deny Justice Depart-
ment access to a key wit-
ness in the break—m on June

17, 1972. according o pre- -

viously unpublished testimo-
ny. : :

The official,
Osborne, who was director
of .security for the CIA be-
fore he retired in late 1973.
told 2 House intelligence

subcommittee in May, 1973,

that Helms decided that a
series  of letters sent to the

agency by James W.
| r..of.
; t‘a»b  into :

Democratl party headquar ';

ters at the Watergate com-
plex, should not be forward-
ed to the Justice Depart-
ment.

The McCord letters, Sent
between July 29, 1972, and
early January, 1973, wamed
the “agency that offlclals of
the Committee for the Re-

election of the President

, were plannmg to contend
that the break-in was.a CIA
operation.

McCord later wrote, ‘I
have the evidence of the in-
‘volvement of (formel Attor-
ney Gener al+John’ N.j
Mitchell . and . others suffi-
cient to convince ajury, the
Congress- and the press.”

Osborne also said _that
Helms had instructed him
not to inquire into the 2gen-
cy’s 1nvolvement with E.
Howard Hunt' Jr another
Watergate partmpant

Helms further du'ected
Oshorne said, that the FBI
not. be: permitted to - inter-

view ‘Karl Wagner, a CIA -
who had know- :
edge that John, D. Ehrlieh- |

- employee,

man.” then ' the chief White
House adviser on domestic
affairs, had authorized the
agency to establish a work-

Howard J. '

ing relationship w1th Hunt -
in July 1971. ‘

“You forget about that,”
Osborne quoted Helms as
having told him in late June,
1972. “1 will handle that.
You take care of the rest of
that.”

At the time, Osborne' had
been designated by Helms
as the official directly re--
sponslble for coordinating
and “expediting the CIA’s
communications with the

’ FBI about Watergate.

Helms and other high- -

level CIA officials repeated-
ly stressed in- their public
statements. that their actions
1egardlhg Watergate were
not illegal, but legitimate

steps. to. protect the agency
from possible adverse pub-

licity .and to prevent the leak

of highly clasmﬂed informa- ’ v
. sued.”
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' The House subcommittee
egan hearihgs'in the spring
#1973 shortly after CIA in-

:vo]vemem with the White

House “‘plumbers” became
known.

" The panel eventually con-
cluded that the agency had
been misused by the Nixon
administration.

‘The testimony was declas-
sified late last year, without
public announcement, DbV
Representative Lucien N.
Nedzi of Mlchlgan the sub-
committee chairman.

.Helms was not directly
asked about Osborne’s alle-
gations, but he told the Te-
presentatives that ‘‘every-
body was instructed to help

. with the FBI investigation in

the agency, and every lead
was_checked. . . all the re-

- eords were gone through

agency, subsequently tes#is @
fied before the House subsai

committee that he had adwe
vised Helms that the agengys
had‘#ho legal responsibility toms

pass along the first McCord “

letter. .

.Oshorne acknowledged to
the committee that he had
been troubled by Helms’ or-
der ‘not to forward the
Mchrd letters.

W-e had been WOIkan‘“
very closely with the FBI, 5
he testified. “I have always:
given: them everything. I .
have never held any'chmCy .
from them. 3

“At the time I don’t thmk
I really agreed with it (the
decision to withhold the Tet-!.
ters). But, you know, I
worked for Mr. Helms, hé’
was «my hoss.” !

The three U.S. attomeys
who ﬁarlglnally prosecuted
the case for the Justice De-,
partment did . not learn of

- the / Ehrlichman link to the
+ CIA for five months. They

also were not told of. the
MecCotd: lTetters to - ‘the. C1A
until May, 1973.

1

and all the things were pur-

Helms, who headed the
CIA from 1966 to 1973 and is
now ambassador to Iran,
could not be reached for
comment. A State Depart-
ment aide said he was trav-
eling and would not return
to his post in Teheran, from
which- he . has been on
leave, ymiil later this
month. _
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WYT clipping, 2 Feb 75,
filed W/gate. It is
very much longer and
much more detailed.



