
W
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T
om

 B
raden 	

F
E

B
 s  1975 	

C
A

A
 

`im
periol P

residents' and the C
IA

 
I'm

 g
o
in

g
 to

 k
eep

 v
ery

 q
u
iet", said

 
R

ichard H
elm

s, speaking of the inves-
tig

atio
n
 in

to
 th

e C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce 

A
gency. "R

ut it it looks as though it's 
all going to be m

y fault, I shall have a 
great deal to say." 

T
here is 'an im

plication, here w
hich 

recalls an
o
th

er H
elm

s rem
ark

, m
ad

e 
w

h
en

 h
e w

as su
m

m
o
n
ed

 h
o
m

e fro
m

 
Iran tw

o sum
m

ers ago to testify on the 
subject of the w

ig and the cam
era lent 

to
 H

o
w

a
rd

 H
u
n
t a

n
d
 o

n
 R

ic
h
a
rd

 
N

ix
o
n
's attem

p
t td

 u
se C

IA
 as a foil 

fo
r h

a
ltin

g
 th

e
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 

W
atergate. 
"W

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e th
o
u
g
h
t," H

elm
s 

said
 th

en
, "th

at it m
ig

h
t so

m
ed

ay
 b

e 
ju

d
g
ed

 w
ro

n
g
 to

 carry
 o

u
t th

e o
rd

ers 
of the P

resident of the U
nited S

tates?" 
T

hey hint—
these tw

o rem
arks—

at the 
im

p
erial p

resid
en

cy
 w

h
ich

 
historian 

A
rthur M

. S
chlesinger has described. 

T
hey hint of L

yndon Johnson, large, 
p
o
w

erfu
l, d

o
m

in
eerin

g
, th

in
k
in

g
 o

f 
him

self as law
. T

hey hint of R
ichard' 

N
ixon, sly and stealthy, plotting how

 
to

 retain
 b

elo
v
ed

 trap
p
in

g
s o

f p
o
w

er. 
Johnson, one can im

agine, w
ould order 

the thing done w
ithout a thought as to 

w
hether the thing w

as legal. N
ixon, one 

can im
agine, had m

ore consciousness 
o
f ev

il. H
e w

o
u
ld

 sn
eak

 th
e th

in
g
  

th
ro

u
g
h
. T

h
e en

d
 w

as th
e sam

e: T
h
e 

end w
as corruption. 

It is all very w
ell to say that R

ichard 
H

e
lm

s sh
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 rise

n
 to

 th
e
 

occasion: "M
r. •P

resident„ I w
on't do 

th
at. If y

o
u
 in

sist, M
r. P

resid
en

t, m
y
 

only course is to resign." 
W

h
en

 au
th

o
rity

 g
iv

es an
 o

rd
er it is 

easy
' to

 fin
d
 reaso

n
s w

h
y
 au

th
o
rity

 
m

ay
 b

e rig
h
t. M

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t, th
e 

P
resident is the C

om
m

ander-in-C
hief. 

D
oes a soldier quit the fields of battle 

w
h
en

 th
e g

en
eral o

rd
ers a fo

o
lh

ard
y
 

attack? 
M

aybe the problem
s of the C

IA
 are 

b
attlefield

 related
. •Its leatlers w

ere 
steeled in _w

ar and m
ost of them

 w
ere 

steeled
 in

 a v
ery

 sp
ecial k

in
d
 o

f w
ar. 

M
ost of them

 cam
e out of O

SS, as the 
w

artim
e secret intelligence agency W

as 
called

. T
h
is m

ean
t, first o

f all, th
at 

they had volunteered to carry out very 
unusual orders. 	

• 
It also m

eant that they w
ere unusual 

people, given to taking great personal 
risks, desirous of operating alone or in 
th

e co
m

p
an

y
 o

f tw
o
 o

r th
ree o

th
ers, 

im
pressed m

ore than m
ost soldiers can 

be im
pressed w

ith the absolute neces 
sity for secrecy and the alm

ost certain 
p
en

alty
 w

h
ich

 'aw
aits th

e slig
h
test 

breach of it. 
It M

eant one m
ore thing w

hich m
ay 

b
e im

p
o
rtan

t to
 th

e C
IA

 sto
ry

. T
h
e 

O
S

S
 m

en, w
ho becam

e the C
IA

 m
en, 

thought of them
selves as their country. 

D
ro

p
p
ed

' alo
n
e in

 g
ro

u
p
s o

f tw
o
 o

r 
three onto unfam

iliar and enem
y-occu-

pied lands, they w
ere, w

hether in N
or-

w
4y or in S

outhern F
rance, in H

olland 
o
r in

 T
h
ai an

d
, all th

at th
ere w

as o
f 

A
m

erica. 
A

nd w
hile they m

ay w
ell have been 

o
n
 th

e ru
n
, h

u
n
ted

 an
d
 h

arried
 fro

m
 

one hiding place to another, they took 
m

ore pride than m
ost soldiers learned 

to
 tak

e in
 th

e fact o
f w

h
at th

ey
 w

ere. 
T

h
ey

 w
ere A

m
erica. T

h
at an

d
 •th

e 
d
eath

 p
ill in

 th
eir p

o
ck

ets w
ere all 

they had. 
Is it not possible that m

en w
ho have 

learn
ed

 to
 d

o
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 in

 secrecy
, 

w
ho are accustom

ed to strangp assign-
m

ents and w
ho think of them

selves as 
em

b
o
d
y
in

g
 th

eir co
u
n
try

 arc p
ecti 

lia
rly

 su
sc

e
p
tib

le
 to

 im
p
e
ria

listic
 

P
resid

en
ts? H

av
e th

ey
 n

o
t in

 fact 
train

ed
 th

em
selv

es • to
 b

eh
av

e as a 
poW

er elite? 
"F

o
r 2

6
 y

ears," R
ich

ard
 H

elm
s re-

m
arked the other day, "I had the idea 

certain
 th

at I w
as serv

in
g
 m

y
 co

in
-

try." T
hat's a proud thing to be able to 

say. W
hat, a shock it m

ust be to such a 
m

an to be told that from
 tim

e to tim
e 

during those 26 years he w
as w

rong. 
©

 19'15. L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 

"W
hen authority gives an order it is easy to find 

reasons w
hy authority m

ay be right. D
oes a 

soldier quit the• field of battle w
hen the general 

orders a foolhardy attack?" 


