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Senators Pmpose New | Panel
To Oversee Intelligence Units

By Laurence Stern
Washington Post Staff Writer
A bipartisan “campaign
was ; launched on Capitol
Hill yesterday to tighten
congressional policing
power over the entire U.S.
1nte111gence comm!/.tmty

It was announced by Sens .

Howard - H. ‘Baker Jr. (R-
Tenn) and s Lowell. P.
Welcker ‘(R- Conn) botl vet-
erans of the Senate Water-
gate investigation, :which
abounded in domestlc appli-
cations of classic forelgn es-
pionage techmques

With.  co- -sponsorship. by
senators from both. parties,
Baker and . Weicker intro-

duced legislation to estab-

lish-a 14-member congres-
sional “oversight committee

- for all'federal agencies with

intelligence functions. It
would cover not only the

‘Central Intelligence Agency:

but also the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, Secret

. Service, ' Defense Intelli-

gence Agency and National
‘Security Agency.

As Weicker and Baker
were outlining their new
legislative proposal, Secre-
tary of State Henry A. Kis-
singer, in another hearing
room, was defending the
CIA’s  covert programs

against the late Chilean -

President Salvador Allende.
Kissinger told the Senate
Foreign Relations Commit-

tee that Allende, after his'

election'in 1970, was moving
toward establishment of a
“one-party government” and
seeking “to throttle all the
opposition parties and the
opposition press.” This was
essentially the justification
cited by President Ford at
his Tuesday night press con-
ference for covert U.S. activ-
ities against Allende.

During the three years of
Allende’s government all op-
position parties and news
media continued to funection.
The military junta that
seized power on Sept. 13,
1973, - banned . all pohtlcal
parties, closed the legisla-

_ ture and shut down all oppo-

sition news media.
Kissinger’s remarks at the
Foreign Relation§  héaring
on detente were prompted
by efforts on the part of
Sen. Frank Church to inject
the issue of U.S. efforts to
undermine the Allende gov-
ernment into the hearing.

.The Idaho Democrat

asked the Secretary of State.

how the policy toward Chile
could “be squared with our
traditional values of the
right of self-determination
for other people.” He also
described the policy of CIA

actions in Chile as “one of

unfettered intervention. . . .
designed to destabilize~ a
government that had been
freely elected.”

Church was mterrupted
hy chairman J. W. Fulbright
D-Ark.), a lame duck who
has been prominently men-
tioned as the administra-
tion’s choice for ambassador
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to Britain. Fulbright pro-
tested that Church’s ques-
tion “has nething to do with
detente, which is the sub-
ject of this committee hear-
ing}’

Church replied that de-
tente had “a hollow ring”
when applied to countries,
such as Chile, where the
United States was engaged
in  “unfettered interven-
tion.”

Chile and covert opera-
tions were also the subject
of a 90-minute White House
meeting yesterday morning
between Mr. Ford, Kissinger
and congressional leaders,
including the chairmen and
ranking Republicans on’the
House and Senate Armed
Service committees who 0s-
tensibly oversee CIA opera-
tions. )

The White House gave no
details of the closed meet:
ing. Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.)
told reporters that there
was little enthusiasm at the
White House -session for es-
tablishment of a joint intel-
ligence oversight committee,
such as he has proposed re-

peatedly with no success. A -

jeint committee would di-
lute whatever influence the
Armed Services chairmen
hold as intelligence over-

seers and they have success-

fully blocked its creation in
the past.

One major ‘theme of the.

meeting, it was learned
from  reliably  informed
sources, was to deplore the
leak of  CIA Director Wil-
liam E. Colby’s testimony to

* Senate

a House subcommittee de-
tailing for the first time last
April the authorization of
some $11 million in U.S. co-
vert action funds against Al-
lende over an 1l-year pe-
riod.

The gist of Colby’s testi-

mony surfaced in the press’

two weeks ago, based on let-
ters sent by Rep. Michael
Harrington (D-Mass.) to the
chairman of the House and
Foreign Relations
Committees calling for fur-
ther investigation of the in-
tervenion in Chile.

It was the Harrington let-
ter that precipitated the cur-
rent public controversy over
covert CIA operations in
Chile and elsewhgre.

- . The White House charac-

terized the morning session
as a “full and frank” discus-
sion of CIA covert activities
in Chile and other countries.
Actign press secretary John
W. Hushen gave no further
details. Two participants
said the meeting. was con-
fined chiefly to the adminis-
tration’s justification of the
CIA role in Chile.

In announcing the intro-
duction of their bill for a
joint 'intelligence oversight
committee, Weicker and
Baker 'said the proposed
panel would pass on authori-
zation of funds for all intel-
ligence functions and would
be armed with subpoena
power.

Asked why the two sena-
tors consider the prospects
for the new bill better than
similar unsuccesful efforts
in the past, Baker pointed-

ly noted that it would by-
pass the previously un-
friendly = Armed Services
Committees and go, instead,
to the Senate Government
Operations Committee, Sen.
Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C), an-
other veteran of the Water-
gate inquiry, is chairman of

. that committee and Sen.

Charles H. Percy of -Illinois
is ‘ranking Republican.

Both Baker and Weicker
said they disagreed with
President Ford’s defense
Tuesday night of covert ac-
tivities by the United States
on grounds that other coun-
tries carry out similar pro-

grams. g ;
_“It was not in the best in-
~terests of . the. United

States,” Baker said. It would
have been much better, he

added, if President Ford had :

said that the covert actions
were carried out “by a pre-
vious administration.”

At the start of yesterday's
round of events, Churech
told a breakfast meeting of
newsmen that “this intelli-

-gence craft surfaces only on

rare occasions. Once it sur-
faces, we must board it
quickly or we will lose th
opportunity.”

The effort to board the
craft began within an hour
in the form of the Weicker-
Baker measure.

At a meeting of the Sen-
ate Democratic Caucus yes-
terday Kissinger was chal-
lenged on the CIA’s policies
in Chile by Senators Walter
F. Mondale (D-Minn.) and
James Abourezk (D.-S. D.).




