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C
hile, the C

IA
. and N

ational S
ecurity 

T
he fuss over the role of the C

entral 
In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 in

 C
h
ile is n

o
t 

really about that agency or that coun-
try

. It em
erg

es ch
iefly

 fro
m

 a d
eep

 
g

en
eral su

sp
icio

n
 o

f th
e in

stru
m

en
ts 

o
f n

atio
n
al secu

rity
. If h

e tru
ly

 w
an

ts 
to

 h
eal th

e co
u
n
try

, P
resid

en
t F

o
rd

 
w

ill h
av

e to
 g

o
 o

u
t o

f h
is w

ay
 to

 as-
su

ag
e th

is su
sp

icio
n
. 

T
w

o
 m

ajo
r q

u
estio

n
s o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e 

asked at all tim
es about the C

IA
. T

he 
first en

g
ag

es th
e ro

le o
f th

e ag
en

cy
 

in m
aking and unm

aking foreign gov-
ernm

ents by the black arts of sabotage 
and subversion. 

T
h
at issu

e seem
s to

 b
e cen

tral to
 

th
e p

resen
t stir o

v
er C

h
ile. T

h
e case 

g
rew

 o
u
t o

f a letter w
ritten

 b
y
 R

ep
. 

M
ich

ael H
arrin

g
to

n
 (D

-M
ass.) an

d
 - 

leak
ed

 to
 th

e p
ress. T

h
e letter p

u
r-

p
o
rted

 to
 su

m
m

arize testim
o
n
y
 to

 a 
H

ouse subcom
m

ittee by W
illiam

 C
olby, 

th
e p

resen
t d

irecto
r o

f th
e C

IA
. 

A
ccording to the letter, C

olby testi-
fied

 th
at th

e ag
en

cy
 sp

en
t $

8
 m

illio
n
 

b
etw

een
 1

9
7
0
 an

d
 1

9
7
3
 to

 h
elp

 th
e 

o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e P

o
p
u
lar F

ro
n
t g

o
v
-_

 
ernm

ent of C
hilean P

resident S
alvador 

A
llende. T

he letter said the funds W
ere 

used in order to achieve'the "destabili-
zation" of the regim

e. T
he im

plication 
w

as, th
at th

e C
IA

 arran
g
ed

 th
e co

u
p
 

-w
hich overthrew

 A
llende last year 

In
 fact, th

e 'w
o
rd

 "d
estab

ilizatio
n
" 

w
as not used by M

r. C
olby in his testi-

m
o
n
y
.• It is h

ard
ly

 th
in

k
ab

le th
at so

 
•sm

all a sum
—

for $8 m
illion is virtually 

'n
o
th

in
g
 in

 th
e m

o
d
ern

 in
tellig

en
ce 

g
am

e—
co

u
ld

 h
av

e cau
sed

 th
e fall o

f 
th

e C
h
ilean

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t. P
resid

en
t 

F
ord said at his new

s conference w
hat 

m
ost inform

ed sources also say—
that 

th
e m

o
n
ey

 w
as u

sed
 o

n
ly

 to
 su

stain
 

dem
ocratic new

spapers and, political 
lead

ers. It is as clear as it can
 ev

er 
be in this sort of m

urky business that 
the C

IA
 did not play a significant role 

in
 th

e _C
hilean coup. Indeed, F

oreign 
R

elations C
om

m
ittee C

hairm
an J. W

. 
F

u
lb

rig
h
t (D

-A
rk

.), w
h
o
 receiv

ed
 th

e 
letter in July, w

rote to R
ep. H

arrington 
at th

at tim
e, say

in
g
 h

e saw
 n

o
th

in
g
 

n
ew

 in
 it. 

T
he second big question turns on the 

responsiveness of the C
IA

 to the elect-
ed leadership in the W

hite H
ouse and 

th
e C

o
n
g
ress. E

v
ery

b
o
d
y
 ag

rees th
at 

in C
hile the -C

IA
 _w

as obedient to the 
w

ishes of the N
ixon adm

inistration. 
W

h
at is in

 d
o
u
b
t is th

e q
u
estio

n
 o

f 
keeping ,C

O
ngress inform

ed. 'S
everal 

high officials—
including S

ecretary of 
S

tate H
enry K

issinger and form
er C

IA
 

D
irector R

ichard H
elm

s —
 denied in 

testim
ony before various elem

ents of 
the S

enate F
oreign R

elations C
om

m
it-

tee that the U
nited S

tates had fom
ent-

ed the C
hilean coup. 

T
echnically, those statem

ents appear 
to have been accurate. M

oreover, it is 
trad

itio
n
al th

at b
lack

 b
ag

 o
p
eratio

n
s 

o
f th

e ag
en

cy
 are not rev

ealed
 to

 th
e 

regular legislative com
m

ittees-.of the 
C

o
n
g
ress b

u
t to

 a sp
ecial w

atch
d
o
g
 

co
m

m
ittee. E

v
en

 if th
ey

 d
id

 n
o
t tell 

th
e strict tru

th
 ab

o
u

t su
ch

 o
p

eratio
n

s 
to

 th
e F

o
reig

n
 R

elaio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee, 

in other w
ords, M

essrs. K
issinger and 

H
elm

s an
d
 th

e o
th

ers w
ere o

p
eratin

g
 

w
ithin established guidelines. 
H

o
w

eV
er, if th

e p
articu

lars o
f th

e 
C

h
ilean

 case d
o
 n

o
t ju

stify
 th

e fu
ss, 

the general atm
osphere of the past few

 
y

ears d
o

es. T
h

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e V

ietn
am

 
w

ar, th
e C

o
n
g
ress. an

d
 m

u
ch

 o
f th

e 
country w

ere system
atically deceived 

ab
o
u
t th

e o
p
eratio

n
 o

f th
e C

IA
 an

d
 

other instrum
ents of national security 

p
o

licy
. O

v
er an

d
 o

v
er ag

ain
 in

 th
e 

W
aterg

ate case, P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 

th
o
se aro

u
n
d
 h

im
 in

v
o
k
ed

 th
e term

 
"national security" as the justification 
for covering up com

m
on crim

es, 
M

any intelligent and w
ell-m

eaning 
p
eo

p
le h

av
e co

m
e to

 b
eliev

e th
at th

e 
w

hole apparatus of national security is  

bogus—
a cover for som

ething illegiti-
m

ate an
d
 im

p
ro

p
er. T

h
at is w

h
y
 th

e 
ap

p
aren

t im
p
ro

p
rieties o

f th
e C

IA
 in

 
C

hile have excited such attention. 
If P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 is to
 en

d
 w

h
at h

e 
has called the long national nightm

are„ 
h

e w
ill h

av
e to

 so
ften

 th
ese feelin

g
s. 

U
nfortunately, he seem

s not to under-
stan

d
 th

e d
ep

th
s o

f th
e d

o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t 

n
atio

n
al secu

rity
. T

h
u
s w

h
en

 q
u
es-

tio
n

ed
 ab

o
u

t C
h

ile at h
is n

ew
s co

n
-

feren
ce M

o
n

d
ay

 n
ig

h
t, h

e g
av

e a n
a-

tio
n
al secu

rity
 resp

o
n
se straig

h
t o

u
t 

o
f th

e 1
9
5
0
s: "O

u
r g

o
v
ern

m
en

t, lik
e 

o
th

er g
o
v
ern

in
en

ts, d
o
es tak

e certain
 

actions in the' intelligence field to im
-

plem
ent foreign • policy and to protect 

national security." 
T

he sam
e lack of understanding en-

tered
 in

to
 th

e b
lu

n
d
er co

m
m

itted
 in

 
the pardoning of P

resident N
ixon. T

he 
ad

m
in

istratio
n
 th

eo
ry

 w
as th

at th
e 

cu
rse w

o
u

ld
 b

e tak
en

 o
ff th

e p
ard

o
n

 
b
y
 th

e am
n
esty

 fo
r V

ietn
am

 w
ar re-

sisters.. M
r. F

o
rd

 ev
id

en
tly

 d
id

 n
o
t 

realize that the opposition to V
ietnam

 
rested

 o
n
 d

eep
 g

en
eral d

o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t 

n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 actio

n
s—

n
o
t o

n
 th

e 
relativ

ely
 triv

ial issu
e o

f th
e d

raft-
dodgers. 

T
he point of all this is that the coun- 

try is seriously -and deeply divided on 
fundam

ental issues of national security. 
P

resident F
ord is going to have to take 

acco
u
n
t o

f th
o
se d

iv
isio

n
s. H

e w
ill 

h
ate to

 try
 to

 u
n
d
erstan

d
 th

e o
th

er 
side. O

thefw
ise, he w

ill end up, as his 
tw

o
 p

red
ecesso

rs d
id

, lim
p
in

g
 o

u
t o

f 
th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se.  

0
1974, Field E

nterprises, 

"It is as clear as it can ever be in this sort of 
m

urky business that the C
IA

 did not play a 
significant role in the C

hile coup." 


