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w Colby Coosiy"" Co 	onfronis Chile 
By Laurence Stern 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Central 	Intelligence 
Agency Director William E. 
Colby stepped coolly into a 
public confrontation yester- 
day over his agency's covert 
activities in Chile, took the 
boos and hisses with equan-
imity, and gave little in re-
turn. 

Appearing in a 'crowded 
Capitol Hill hearing' which 
was heavy in political thea-
ter but short in substance, 
Colby declined to discuss 
publicly details of the re-
ported $11 million in secret 
U.S. activities, targeted 
against the late Chilean 
Pres'clent Salvador Allende 
before and after he came to 
power. 

He did not deny the re-
ports, which stemmed from 
secret testimony he gave a 
House subcommittee last 
April 22. There was only the 
most oblique hint of confir-
mation when he deplored 
the leak of his testimony as 
ra:sing the "dilemma of how 
we can provide Congress del-
icate information without . 
adverse effects." 

Colby reiterated his long-
standing position that "the 
CIA had no connection with 
the military coup [in Chile] 
in 1973." He acknowledged, 
hoWever, that "we did look 
forward to a change in 
government" in the 1976 
elections. 

Colby weathered with im-
perturbability the cross-ex= 
amination of congressional 
questioners, the needling 
and oratory of Pentagon Pa-. 

pers martyr Daniel, Ellsberg  

and heckling inquiries from 
the floor. 

"How ninny people have 
you killed?" someone 
shouted from the audience. 
Colby launched into 'a calm 
and numbing exposition of 
the Phoenix program in Vi-
etnam, which he directed 
and which has become a fo-
cus of public criticism of his 
tenure „es head of the U.S. 
pacification team there be-
tween 1968 and 1971. 

CO M tr.! ntary 

Making the case for re-
spectability of covert opera-
tions, Colby cited participa-
tion of feminist Gloria Stein-
heim in CIA subsidized 
youth festival activities dur-' 
ing _the late • 1960s. He re-
cited a published testimon-
ial by Ms. Steinheim that 
she and fellow participants 
were free to say what they 
pleased during their travels. 

The forum before which 
Colby spoke was a confer-
ence on "the Central Intelli-
gence Agency and Covert 
Action" sponsored by the 
Center for National Security 
Studies. Participants 	i r- 
eluded former national secu-
rity officials, ex-CIA agents, 
intelligence scholars and 
journalists. 

In his prepared statement, 
Colby took note of proposals 
that the CIA abandon its 
covert action programs car-
ried out by the directorate 
for clandestine services, col-
loquially known as the "De-
partment 'of Dirty Tricks." 

This is a legitimate ques- 
tion," Colby said " 	In,  
light of current •American 
policy, as -I' have indicated, it 
would not have a major im-
pact on our current activi-
ties or the current security 
of the United States." This 
was a strong hint that cov-
ert operations abroad have 
been reduced to a neglible 
level. 

But, the CIA director  

added, "a sovereign nation 
must look ahead to changing 
circumstances. I can envis- 
age situations in which the 
United States might well 
need to conduct covert ac-
tion in the face of some new 
threat that developed in the 
world." 

Colby said he thought it 
would be a mistake to de-
prive the United States of 
any alternative "between a 
diplomatic protest and send-
ing in the marines." 

But it was the consensus 
of most of the panelists, as 
stated yesterday by Herbert 
Scoville ■ Jr., former CIA 
deputy director for science 
and technology, that covert 
operations 	consistently• 
"interfere with legitimate 
intelligence collection" by 
the agency. He urged that 
the function, if it were nec-
essary at all, should be spun 
off to a separate agency. 

Other participants, Ells-
berg and former National 
Security• Council staffer 
Morton Halperin, objected 
on grounds that the covert 
programs abroad institution-
alize illegal actions against 
foreign governments or Po-
litical movements. Author 
David Wise also objected 
that the secret activities 
also required a policy of 
"plausible deniability" on 
the part of U.S. officials 
when publicly questioned 
about them. 

Colby told Sen. James 
Abourezk (D-S.D.), chairman 
of yesterday's session, that 
he has proscribed the 
phrase "plausible denial" 
'from use at CIA headquar-
ters. 

"I do not feel that I can 
tell the American people an 
untruth," said the CIA di-
rector, his face composed 
behind neutral-shaded shell 
eyeglasses as guffaws ech-
oed • through the hearing 
charither. 

When Abourezk asked 
Colby about an article ap-
pearing in last Sunday edi- 

tion of The Washington Post 
alluding to a $350,000 Na-
t'onal Security Council au-
thorization for bribery of 
the Chilean Congress in 
1970, Colby responded: 

"Those are details I'm not 
going to talk about." 

Asked whether his agency 
undertakes action abroad 
which would be deemed 
criminal in the United 
States, Colby said quietly, 
"Of course. Espionage is a 
crime in the Unites States." 

Colby was also pressed on 
whether he could provide 
assurances that corporations 
controlled by Vice Presiden-
tial nominee Nelson A. 
Rockfeller and his family 
would not be used as CIA 
"covers" in the future. "This 
would not be a useful sub-
ject for me to discuss," he 
answered. 

The major piece of thea-
ter was provided by Ells-
berg, who announced to 
Colby that he had just 
learned from testimony 
gathered by Sen. Howard H. 
Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.) that CIA 
officials had evidence—long 
before they admitted it—of 
the burglary of his psychia-
trists office. 

Waving a copy of a new 
compendium of Senate 
Watergate committee testi-
mony before the lenses of 
news photographers, Ells-
berg launched into a 25-min-
ute monologue on his case, 
the iniquities of the CIA 
and the secret activities in 
Chile. 

"You have much to an-
swer for," Ellsberg said in 
his peroration. "Not very 
much to me—very little." 

Colby answered with the 
only touch of heat he 
brought to the room. He 
challenged Ellsberg to sup-
port his accusation that "I 
do not support the constitu-
tion and do not understand 
it. 

"I understand It," said 
Colby to Ellsberg, "as well 
as you do." 

As yesterday's session 

Chile Issue Brings 
Warning on India 

United Press International 

A State Department of-
ficial said yesterday Ambas-
sador Daniel P. Moynihan 
has warned that the dis-
closure of CIA activities in 
Chile confirmed Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gan-
dhi's "worst suspicions and 
genuine fears" of U.S. pdlicy 
toward her country. 

The official, who confirm-
ed that Moynihan's , warn-
ing was received Thursday, 
said the State Department 
did not agree with the as-
sessment of Mrs. Gandhi's 
position. 

"You all know," he said, 
"that Pat Moynihan is a 
very colorful writer much . 
given to hyperbole.",  

Indian Ambassador T. N. 
Kaul said later he knew of 
no covert;CIA activities of 
any significance that were ' 
being conducted by the 
United States in India. 

Critics 
wound to its close a young 
woman in a red dress leaped 
to her feet and shouted, 
"You are not only a liar, you 
are a Nazi, too." Colby peer-
ed-  back expressionlessly and 
replied, "I deny that." 


