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ON March 22, between 11 
'a.m. and 2 p.m., John Pat-
terson Patterson, a young 

.American diplomat, disap-
peared from his post in the 
toun of Hermosillo in north-
ern Mexico. 

Officially, the U.S. govern-
ment says it presumes he 
w a s kidnaped. Privately, 
Mexican officials say they 
believe it is a hoax. In any 
case, Patterson has still not 
shown up, a month after his 
disappearance. 

Who is Patterson and what 
happened to him? 

Little is known, mainly be-
cause the U.S. government 
has revealed only the bases-
barest details about t h e 
case. U.S. officials have said 
they are reluctant to speak 
threatened "further v i o-
lence" if the kidnaping were 
publicized. The State De- 
partment, in fact, only an-
nounced the disappearance 
after Attorney General Wil-
liam 0. Saxbe let the news 
slip out in a news confer-
ence. 

Until this week, U.S. offi-
cials in Mexico had even re-
fused to give any biographi-
cal information about Pat-
terson except that he is 31, 
married and a new Foreign 
Service  officer. Recently, 
however, State Department 
officials in Washington, aft-
er a request from the Los 
Angeles Time s, released 
more details. 

T h e State Department 
said Patterson was born in 
Philadelphia and educated 
at the University of Michi-
gan and Columbia Universi-
ty in New York. He earned 

two masters degrees at Co-
lumbia. 
Before joinning the Foreign 

Service, he had worked as a 
teacher in the Philadelphia 
public schools, as a case 
worker in the New York City 
department of welfare and 
as a financial analyst for the 
U.S.Price Control Commis-
sion. He began training in 

thhe Forieign Service in July, 
1973, and was assigned to 
Hermosillo, his first paot, in.  
January, 1974, as a commer-
cial officer. 

T h e State Department 
said Patterson is married 

a n d has one child, the 
daughter of his wife's pre-
vious mariage. 

No information came from 
the State Department about 
the rest of his family. But 

private sourcces in Mexico 
report that both Patterson's 
parents and the parents of 
his wife are wealthy: 

Patterson; a linky young 
man with glasses, left his 
flee ath the U.S. consulate 
general at 10:50 a.m. on 
March 22 in a U.S. govern-
ment staton wagon. He had 
an appointment, .never kept, 
with the committee for live- 

stock production and devel-
opment of the Mexican state 
of Sonaora. 

At 2 p.m., when the consu-
late-general reopened after 
lunch, a large manila enve-
lope was found with the ran 
som note. The note, accord-
ing to U.S. officials, was in 
Patterson's handwriting. 

The U.S. government has 
never revealed the contents 
of the note. But, according 
to Mexican sources, it was a 
letter of several pages with 
detailed i 1-rt ruction s 
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