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BUE‘NO‘S AIRES, April
12— Argentlne guerrlllas
for the first time in SIX:
years of underground urban.
warfare, today kidnapped,
an -American official, Alfred
A: Laun, a cultural affairs
and information officer in
the provincial capltal of
Cordoba

‘After 15 hours in the hands
of "a 'leftist terrorist  organi-
L&thIl provincial po‘llce said |-
that Laun had been released,
wounded but alive, on a down-
town Cordoba street. -

Consular: officials in' Cord-

oba said that Laun had, been|
taken to a nearby private|

clinic for medical” treatment
in eritical condition.

Laun, a 36-year-old career
officer in 'the United . States
Information Service, was;
wounded, apparently sermusly,|
during the kidnaping, Provin-!
cial police reported 'that he|
was shot when he resisted nine
commandos — one of them a
woman, — who burst into his
hame at 'about 8:30 this morn-
m};y a sunny, nationwide reli-|.
gietts holiday.

.A*n Argentine reporter Who
\m«ted the house where Laun.
a ~bachelor lived alone, said
e telephone interview that
efwas a large bloodstain
\ living room floor.

céd “in

:md radio stations that'it had
mwed Laun for mterrogatmn

e ‘People’s Revolutionary |
,an organization of Marx- |
Leninist, terrorlsts, an-| .
a communique |
. to Cordoba newspapers. |

szr Fraun-i6wa very compe- |
emt offmewf “Hill said. He havd,

ed bt Wm“Salgon Thai- |

lanﬁ and” ﬂfb““ﬂom‘ln'ican
Répubhc it ;

‘ﬁ was apparently these pré-
vims assignments that attract- |
ed‘othe attention of the Peo-|
ples Revolutionary Army, bet-

te‘rﬁ,known in Argentina by the |

aomnym ERP, the most active
afid most extreme of five ur-
ban guerrilla bands in Argen-
tma The ERP said in its com-
m:.galque that Laun had been
1g~nen to a “people’s jail” for
“q1 estlomng on his activities
beiore coming -to Argentina,
m"Vletnam Brazil and Santo
Dbmmgo 2
#Caun had not served in
efti‘xer Brazil or: Bolivia,. but
his, other assignments 'have
ben in countries where the g
o ficial role of the United|
ates hidl Cheln $ons1stent1yf

»See KIDNAP, A5, Col. 1 },
-IDNA, From Al

the

G emneq by Latin
“'Amercian left.

“'The ERP communidue ac-
‘knowledged that Laun had
Jbee n wounded, Argentine
newsmen in Cordoba said, but
«did not report on his condi-
.tion. Latin urban guerrilla or-
r.ganizations have often, in the
:,V;past, ‘called on medical mem-
-bers to treat kidnap 'victims.
' Radio antennaes installed on
the roof of Laun’s house on
the ‘high ground 15 miles

{coup d ’etat, rebellious right

north of Cordoba in the town|
~of Unquillo might also have,
" -attracted the guerrillas’ at-!
-tention:

“t Provincial pohce reported
‘that a short wave ‘radio trans-
‘mitter and receiver had heen
taken from the house by the
‘Ridnappers. Embassy officials
“here explamed that laun was a
ham  radio operator. = His
whobby,f the officials acknowl-
" edged, had not been discour-
,aged despite the sensitivity
uand activity of the extreme,
anti-American Left in Argen-
‘ tina. |
| Ambassador Hill said that |
American officials in Argen- !
fina had received an unspec1-|
“fied number oi’f‘ hreatening
.telephone calls in' the past
‘week or ten days.

on “his ties with the CIA.”

ﬁoberL Hill, the U.S./@ambas-;
sagor to Argentina, flatly de-’
niegd that Laun had any con- !

nectlon with the CIA:
aI can, assure you.that he

was a USIS employey”::Ambas- |
. ~aﬂ0r Hill:said during an inter-;

V. rew in his« office.at.the heav-
11\;*guar de d)ﬁQanWn Em-
ba’ssv here. |

‘I guerrillas

has ¢ollected almost
i én ,ranaom from |,
m‘pames in the past
flve;years Last March 13, the
Argentine subgsidiary of the
Bxxon corporation paid $14.2
million to ransom Victor Sam-
uelson, a 36-year-old American
refinery manager kidnapped
in December. Samuelson, how-
ever, has not yet been re-
leased and reliable sources re-
port that Exxon’s foreign.exec-
utives " have been living in
Montevideo, the capital. of
Uruguay across the river
" plate, since the ransom was
‘paid.
i Cordoba, an industrial city
,of 900,000 on the dry western
'plains of Argentina, has been
a center of power for the Left
since 1968. It is a city racked.
by almost constant political vi-
olence: involving urban guer-
rillas and foreign companies,
as well ag the warring Left
and Right wings of Presiden
Juan Peron’s amorhous i
cal movement. :

Last month, in a provmclalf:

wing police forced the resigna-
tion of Ricardo Obregon Cano,
the elected provincial gover-
nor who had been identified
with ;tghe Peronist Left.

Laup was assigned t
doba as branch public a
offlcer shortly after his arkival

assoclated Prest

Alfred Laun: Held by Guetriilas.

offlcfals living in the cit;

This afternoon, after
kldnappmg, the four remain-
ing UIS. officials living outside
Buenos Aires were instructed
to be wery careful for the,rest

of the Easter holidays endmg g
‘Monday

i “T would say security is as
tight as you could have it in
Buenos = Aires,” Ambassador
Hill asserted. “But, unfortu.|
nately, it is not so tlght out-
side the capital.”

There was no public ‘zi'eae-
tion to the kidnapping" ‘from
Peron’s :government, which is
officially engaged in a police
campaign to eliminate urban
and unofficially
busy with a purge of the Left
wing of the Peronist move-
ment. However, the Cordoba

v

laround the city, the Foreign

Ito the United ‘States “policy of

police spread a dragnet

Ministry in Buenos Aires ex-
pressed its official regret to
Ambassador Hill, and a rank-
ing inspector of the Argentine
federal police telephoned
| from his holiday retreat’ ‘to of-
fer the U.S. Embassy ass1st-
ance. i
Two Embassy officials flew
to 'Cordoba. But no ransom
was .demanded for Laun,f‘and
none-could be paid, according

several year’ $ ariding that of-
ficial ;Americans:  kidnapped |

overseas wlll not be ransomed.




