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T
he E

thiopian governm
ent today ask-

ed bandits w
ho captured three A

m
erican and tw

o C
anadian 

m
ineral prospectors this w

eek to negotiate their release. 
W

ashington diplom
ats said the m

en w
ho seized the five 

folloW
ing a helicnter. crash in E

ritrea had m
ade contact 

w
ith E

thiopian authorities. 

A
b
o
u
t 3

0
 m

en
 d

escrib
ed

 
b

y
 E

th
io

p
ian

 o
fficials as 

'b
an

d
its" seized

 th
e fiv

e after th
ey

 craw
led

 o
u
t o

f th
eir 

helicopter w
hich w

as dow
ned by a freak storm

 in rugged 
terrain in northern E

thiopia T
uesday. 

T
he five m

en are em
ployed by T

enneco, a H
ouston T

ex., 
oil com

pany w
ith m

ineral concessions in E
thiopia. 
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K
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aped en
voy to be freed? 
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 M
exican authorities ex-

pect the return of kidnaped 
U

.S
. V

ice C
onsul John P

at-
terson som

e tim
e this w

eek-
en

d
, a fed

eral sp
o
k
esm

an
 

said yesterday. 

A
 spokesm

an for the U
.S

. 
C

o
n

su
late said

: "W
e h

av
e 

no inform
ation on that. and 

th
ere is n

o
 co

m
m

en
t o

n
 it." 

B
u
t h

e said
 th

e co
n
su

late 
w

o
u
ld

 issu
e an

 an
n
o
u
n
ce-

m
ent 

o
n
 "fu

rth
er 

develop-
m

ents" in
 th

e case later in 
th

e d
ay

. 

A
 spokesm

an for the fed-
eral in

v
estig

atio
n
s b

 o
 ar d

 
w

ho visited U
.S

. C
onsul E

l-
m

er E
. Y

elto
n
's h

o
u
se to

ld
 

new
sm

en the return of P
at-

terson w
as expected "I can't 

tell y
o
u

 m
u

ch
 

m
ore 

than 

"O
n
ce h

e's b
ack

, I w
ill 

present to you pictures of all 
t h

 e p
eo

p
le in

v
o
lv

ed
 an

d
 

w
h
at th

is w
as all ab

o
u
t," 

said the spokesm
an, w

ho de-
clined to be identified. 

P
atterson, 31, of P

hiladel-
phia w

as last seen M
arch 22 

w
hen he left his office w

ith a 
still-unidentified m

an. S
ev-

eral h
o

u
rs later, a ran

so
m

 
n
o

te rep
o

rted
ly

 ask
in

g
 fo

r 
$500,000 w

as found, under a 
c
o
n
su

la
r o

ffic
e
 d

o
o
r. A

 
search

 b
eg

an
, an

d
 P

atter-
so

n
's car w

as so
o
n
 fo

u
n
d
 

abandoned w
ith no signs of 

violence. 

A
 M

ex
ican

 o
fficial to

ld
 

n
ew

sm
en

 th
at P

atterso
n
's 

w
ife, A

nn, had flow
n to T

uc- 

A
n

n
 P

a
tte

rs
o

n
 

---A
P

 P
hoto 

son, A
riz., w

here she m
ight 

th
at," h

e said
. "B

u
t I can

 	
H

e in
d

icated
 su

sp
ects in

 h
av

e p
ick

ed
 u

p
 h

alf`th
e ran

- 
say

 th
at th

is w
h
o
le d

eal w
ill th

e case m
ay

 h
av

e b
een

 ar- so
m

 m
o
n
ey

 an
d
 tak

en
 it 

be resolved." 	
rested. 	

back to M
exico. 


