TWXPost TUEET T MRy Wi
U.S. Consul Still Held . E

Ransom

' By Marlise Simons
Special to The Washington Post

MEXICO CITY, March 28—
The wife of U.S. Vice Consul
John Patterson has made two
unsuccessful attempts to hand
over ransom money to his kid-
napers, informed sources said
today.

. Patterson, 31, was abducted
last F¥riday in Hermosillo.
northern Mexico, where he
worked.

Today, an advertisement ap-
peared in a Hermosillo news-
paper, signed by Patterson’s
wife Anne. It said: “I have the
money you need for transac-
tion. Please contact me so 1
can send it to you.”

A U.S. spokesman here said
that Mrs. Patterson had made
“every possible effort” to fol-
low the instructions contained
in the ransom note, which he
said was delivered to the U.S.
consulate in. Hermosillo a few
‘hours after Patterson left the
‘building Friday. Mexican au-
thorities have said he was last
:seen getting into a car with an
American. ‘

The ransom note, - appar-
‘ently in Patterson’s handwrit-
qing, said he had been kid-
‘naped and reportedly gave in-
:structions for delivery of

$500,000. >
- Since then, informed
sources said, Mrs. Patterson

has gone to two meeting
places carrying unknown sums
of money, but at neither time
did the kidnapers keep their
appointment.

Mystery has surrounded this
latest diplomatic kidnaping,
the third in Mexico in the past
yvear, and there are hints that
it may be the work of ordinary
criminals rather than leftist
guerrillas.

The Mexican government !

says only that Patterson ‘is
missing, and fumors of the
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pay and better working condi-
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kidnaping were not confirmed
at all until U.S. Attorney Gen-|
eral William Saxbe inadvert-
ently mentioned it yesterday
at a news conference in Wash-
ington.

Unlike previous Kkidnapings
here this time there is no
guerrilla - group seeking pub-
licity. In last year’s cases of!
abducted U.S. Consul Generalt
Terrance Leonhardy and Brit-
ish Honorary Consul An-!
thony Ducan Williams, for ex-,
ample, the guerrillas pub-!
lished several communiques,!
made frequent contact with
the wives of the victims, and
asked for the release of pohtl
cal prisoners. ‘

This time the kidnapers
‘have only asked for money,
have kept away from Mrs. Pat-:
terson, and reportedly have'!
demanded complete silence
about the kidnaping.

Apparently they call them-
selves “the People’s Revolu-
tionary Army.” a name which
has not appeared before on
the long list of Mexican revo-
lutionary groups. But since
Jeftist terrorists began to
stage their actions in 1971
many arrests have been made
and whenever a group 'is dis-
banded it is soon replaced by
another group under a new!
and different name. i

Some Mexican authorities in
Hermosillo have suggested
that the kednaping of the U.S.
diplomat may have come as a
reprisal for the recent death
of a young guerrilla. Last
week when a group of five
leftists were arrested police
announced that the group’s
“instructor,” Paul Reichel, had
aied of a ‘“cerebral hemor-
rhage.” Leftist groups charged
that the cerebral hemorrhage
was caused by police toture
during Reichel’s interrogation.

One U.S. official here said
he considered the Patterson
kidnaping a “suspicious
ngse.”” Patterson and his.wife
come from wealthy Philadel-
phia families. The reported
presence of FBI agents inHer-
mosillo underlines the suspi-
cion that American gangsters
rather than'Mexican guerrillas

tions.
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may be responsible.




