The W;mgton Merry-ﬁo-ﬂound

How the CIA Snbaped Inside Russia

By Jack Anderson

We have been accused of com-
‘promising an intelligence oper-
ation, perhaps even jeopardiz-
ing the life of an agent, inside
the Soviet Union.

Letusset the record straight.

More than two years ago, we
were tipped off that the Central
Intelligence Agency had man-
aged to eavesdrop on the pri-
vate conversations of Kremlin
leaders. Some of the transeripts,
we were told, were quite titillat-
ing.

We checked out the story with
a CIA source who had access to
the transcripts. He confirmed
that the CIA was intercepting
the telephone ftraffic between
the limousineg of Soviet big-
wigs.

Unfortunately, he said, they
didn’t hold strategy sessions in
their limousines. The CIA
picked up small talk, however,
which provided an insight into
the personalities of the likes of
party chief Leonid Brezhnev,
Premier Alexei Kosygin and
President Nikolai Podgorny.

The transeripts revealed that
the Soviet leaders gossip about

about their ailments. Their fa-
vorite limousine stop was a pri-
vate clinic where they could get
steam baths, rubdowns and
other physical therapy.
Brezhnev, who sometimes
drinks too much vodka and suf-
fers from hangovers, told Pod-
gorny in a typical conversation
that he was suffering from the
woes and would stop off at the
clinic for a massage. He men-
tioned a masseuse named Olga.

Soviet President, who appar-
ently was familiar with Olga.

Our source said the tran-
scripts showed that the Kremlin
chiefs were aware the CIA was
listening to them. Anything they
already knew, he agreed, should
be safe for the American people
to be told.

Therefore, it. should do no
harm to write about the eaves-
dropping operation, said our
source. He cautioned, however,
that the monitored conversa-
tions didn’t make clear whether
the Soviet leaders had figured
out how we did it.

We published a careful story

eavesdropping. “For obvious se-

curity reasons,” we wrote, “we

“Olga! Oh ho!” chortled the!

on Sept. 16, 1971, about the
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can’t give a clue as to how it’s
done. But we can state categori-
cally that for years the CIA has
been able to listen to the king-
pins of the Kremlin banter,
bicker and backbite among
themselves.”

The following December, we
quoted from secret White House
minutes to show that President
Nixon had lied to Congress and
the publie about the India-Paki-
stan conflict.

This brought the President’s
gumshoes down on our necks
with a vengeance. No newsmen
in Nixondom have ever re-
ceived a more thorough going-
over. The undercover work was
done by the plumbers, the bi-
zarre para-police unit whose
operatives ran around in CIA
wigs and committed foolish
crimes. .

The bewigged ones, among
other things, began checking
into our account of the Kremlin
bugging. This aroused Richard
Helms, then the CIA chief, who
invited me to lunch on March 17,
1972.

He asked me not to mention
the eavesdropping operation in
my book, “The Anderson Pa-

the Kremlin leaders knew their
conversations had been moni-
‘tored. But he pleaded with me
to keep quiet and urged me par-
ticularly never to mention how
the conversations were inter-
cepted. B

Accordingly, I omitted the ref-
erences from my book and left it
to others to reveal the secret
monitering method. Not until
today, after the limousine-lis-
tening operation had been-
widely publicized elsewhere,
have we mentioned how it was’
done. )

Nevertheless, the White-
House has seized upon this af-
fair to justify the President’s
claim of national security in the
plumbers’ case. o

This is strictly a red herring,
which President Nixon hopes
will distract the Watergate
bloodhounds. The truth is that
(1) the monitored Kremlin chit-
chat was never an important in-
telligence source; (2) our Sept.
16, 1971, story revealed nothing
the Kremlin leaders didn't al-
ready know; and (3) the Presi-
dent’s claim of national security-
simply won’t wash. :
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one another and complain

pers.” He acknowledged that




