NYTimes

i ! \ T
AUG 2 B3 1yw yew vork Timss, THURSDAY, AUGUS 1 o, 15,0

=

Senate Backs Colby as C.I.A. Head and Indicates M own Scrutiny of Agency

Secretary of Defence. Mr. Col-

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN ; : .
by’s current title is deputy di-

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 1 —
The Senate approved by a large
majority today the nomination
of William E. Colby as direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence
Agency but indicated that the/MikeMansifled of Montana; Sen-
new intelligence chief would|ator Edward M. Kennedy, Dem-
undergo - more Congressional jocrat of Massachusetts; Sena-
scrutiny than any of his pre-|tor Harold E. Hughes, Demo-
decessors. crat of Iowa, and Senator Alan

Senator Stuart Symington,|Cranston, Democrat of Cali-
Democrat of Missouri, the act-|fornia, leading the opposition.
ing chairman of the Armed| In the curse of the two-hour
Services Committee, who led[debate, Senator William Prox-
the debate on Mr, Colby’s be-|mire, Democrat of Wisconsin,
half, pledged to some of thejwho ultimtely voted for Mr.
C.LA’s ’s critics that he would|Colby, engaged in an exchange
take steps to make public as|with Mr. Symington, insisting

tion of the agency.

The vote was 83 to 13 for
Mr. Colby’s confirmation, with
the Senate Democratic leader,

rector for plans, the covert sec-|.

that the agency’s budget m:o:_a_m permanent mmsﬁmdoa_a:mmwoag as “a dedicated and com-
be made public. »

Mr,

hecause the agency’s budget
was mixed secretly in the Pen-
tagon’s budget, Congress had
difficulty finding out the exact
costs of certain defense items.

‘Mr. Symington said that he
would consuit with Mr. Prox-
mire and others to see if the
budget could be made public.
Up to now, only a small num-
ber of senior members of Con-
gress, including Mr. Symington,
are privy to those facts, but
are pledged to secrecy.

Mr. Proxmire said he would

introduce legislation to set up

Ito oversee the C.I.LA. Mr. Crans-

Mr. Proxmire was joined ELS: proposed a one-year study
Cranston, who said that

lcommission to make recom.
mendations about the entire in-
telligence set-up.

Because of controversy over
the secret activities of the in-
telligence agency in Indochina
and_its role in providing help
to E. Howard Hunt Jr., and
others involved in the Water-
gate case, Mr. Colby’s nomina-
tion received considerably more
attention than any of the pre-
vious appointments to this
post. Unprecedented - public
hearings were held, as well as
several closed-door sessions.

Mr. Symington praised Mr.

mwmﬁm:ﬁ professional,” and he

[said that he had had to carry
out many difficult tasks, includ-
ing heading the American paci-
fication effort in South Vietna
Mr. Colby’s role in the pacifi-
cation effort led to Mr.
Kennedy’s and Mr. Cranston’s
decision to vote against him.
Mr. Kennedy also said he
wanted someone other than a
specialist in clandestine activi-
ties to head the agency.
“Looking to the future of
the country and the future of
the C.ILA., T believe the United
States has had enough secrecy
and covert ideas and covert
men,” Mr. Kennedy said. “At

the very least, the C.I.A. needs
a greater balance between its
clandestine and its intelligence
functions.” -

Mr. Hughes said that he was
unsatisfied with many of Mr.
Colby’s responses to questions
put to him in hearings, and this
left Mr. Huges with the fear
“that he might acquiesce in an-
other secret war, at least so
long as it can be kept secret.”

Senator Symington repeated
that the Armed Services Com-
mittee had begun looking into
the agency’s legal charter, with
an aim of insuring that its pri-
mary emphasis was on gather-
ing of information and not en-

gaging in secret wars.

much about the agency as pos-
sible, including the exact size
of its budget.
- The agency’s budget, vari-
ously estimated at hetween|
$700-million and $7-billion, has
never been made public. Its
funds come from appropria-
tions secretly included in budg-
ets of other agencies, most
heavily in the Defense Depart-
ment budget,
Mr, Colby, a career profes.|.
sional whose activity dates to
World War II work for the
Office of Strategic Services,
Wwas ,9.inated by President
Nixon in May to replace J ames
R.. Schlesinger, who became
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