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*Why did Richard G Wald-
haus stay in Saigon ‘Monday

when ‘the other 142 Ameri-

can_prisoners freed by the
Viet Cong flew to the Ph]hp-
pines?

The answer, approprlately
enough on this Valentine’s
Day, was love, according to
an American source here.

The source said that Wald-
haus, who is 25 years old,
stayed here rather thanpro-
ceeding with the other freed
prisoners because he has a
South Vietnamese girlfriend
whom he wanted to See.

So far as could be deter-
mined, Waldhaus was the
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only one of the 143 released .

prisoners who was neither a
member of the armed serv-
ices nor a civilian employee

- of the United States govern-

ment.
“l am not aware that ‘he
was employed,” said a U.S.
. Embassy official : when
asked about Waldhaus’ occu-
pation. Another American
source described Waldhaus
- as “a hippie” and somethir
of a wanderer. W
According to the informa-:
tion available here, Wald-
haus was born on Aug. 18,
1947, and lists his home as
Pittsburg, Calif. His mother,
Mrs. George F. Waldhaus,
still lives in the Contra Cos-
ta county town. '
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According to an-embassy
official, Waldhaus was cap-

tured by the Communist$ in .
. August, 1971, near:Lai Khe,

about '35 miles north of Sai-
gon.

Amerigan .sources sald
Waldhaus was either hitch-
hiking or riding a bus to-
ward the Cambodian border
when the Communists seized
him.

Speculation that Waldhaus
might be some kind of intel-
ligence agent was dismissed
by American intelligence of-
ficials.
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