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"T
he P

olitics of H
eroin in S

outheast A
sia," a contro-

versial new
 book charging U

.S
. com

plicity —
 through the 

C
IA

 —
 in the drug trade, has been acquired as the basis for 

a new
 film

 by R
ichard B

rooks for C
olum

bia P
ictures. 
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A

lfred W
. M

cC
oy and tw

o associates, C
athleen B

. R
ead and 

L
eo

n
ard

 P
. A

d
am

s II, first cam
e to

 p
u
b
lic atten

tio
n
 last 

year w
hen it becam

e know
n that the C

IA
 tried to dissuade 

H
arper &

 R
ow

 from
 publishing it and then dem

anded the 
opportunity to read and review

 the text in galley form
. 

D
espite a long rejoinder from

 the C
IA

, H
arper &

 R
ow

 
published the book in S

eptem
ber essentially as w

ritten. 

M
cC

oy's central thesis is the U
.S

. governm
ent, inherit-

ing the vacuum
 left by the departing F

rench in S
outheast 

A
sia's 

R
ich G

et 
Still R

icher 
A

sia, also
 relu

ctan
tly

 in
h

erited
 th

e p
o

litics o
f p

o
p

p
y

-
grow

ing in the G
olden T

riangle of L
aos, T

hailand and B
ur-

m
a, w

here 70 per cent of the w
orld supply of illicit heroin is 

produced. T
he revenues enrich local econom

ies and greatly 
enrich very high officials of A

sian governm
ents supported 

by the U
nited S

tates in its attem
pts to com

bat the spread of 
com

m
unism

. 

M
cC

oy's book is a m
eticulously docum

ented look at the 
heroin trade w

orldw
ide, w

ritten in new
s-m

agazine rather 
th

an
 p

ed
an

tic sty
le an

d
 co

n
tain

in
g

 a few
 scen

es w
h

ich
 

co
u
ld

 m
ak

e ev
en

 "T
h
e F

ren
ch

 C
o
n
n
ectio

n
" seem

 lik
e a 

pale footnote. 

M
ost particularly, M

cC
oy describes a battle in the O

p- 

ium
 W

ar of 1967 over a caravan of m
ules carrying 16 tons 

of opium
 to m

arket. T
he shipm

ent w
as destined for the 

com
m

ander-in-chief of the L
aotian arm

y, but tw
o form

er 

Idealism
, 

P
ragm

atism
 

A
nd R

eality 

K
uom

intang generals w
ho had been controlling the local 

trade routes attacked w
ith several hundred m

en. E
ventual-

ly the battle involved seven jet aircraft and a com
pany of 

L
aotian paratroopers, w

ho captured the booty. 

B
rooks, fascinated by these goings-on and by the w

hole 
curious confrontation of A

m
erican idealism

 and pragm
a-

tism
 w

ith a notably sordid political reality, w
ill call his 

m
ovie "F

low
ers of E

vil" and plans to shoot entirely on 
location. S

econd unit w
ork on the planting of the poppies 

w
ill begin in a few

 w
eeks' tim

e. 

"I read
 an

 ex
cerp

t fro
m

 th
e b

o
o
k
 in

 H
arp

er's an
d
 

clipped it out," B
rooks says. "I read the book and w

as even 



more interested, but I couldn't believe that any studio was 
interested, too. I said, 'I want to tell the truth' and Stanley 
Schneider said, 'Tell it."' 

McCoy's book also suggests that American solicitation 
of. Mafia support during the invasion of Sicily during World 
War II, at a time when the organization had been under 
severe harassment by the Mussolini government, gave the 
Mafia a powerbase from which it was able to enter the 
drug trade on a major scale in the postwar period. 

McCoy, 27. will serve as a technical adviser to Brooks 
on his production. 

"It won't be a documentary," says Brooks. "In the na-
ture of things, I'm afraid it can't be. But it will tell the 
truth about an incredible situation."' 

McCoy testified last summer before a congressional 
committee about his researches into the reluctant complici-
ty of American agents with the drug traffic, which includ-
ed, he charges, the use of Air America, a CIA ,charter 
carrier operating in Southeast Asia, to haul raw opium. 
The charge has been denied. 

The shocking rise in addiction among GIs serving in 
Vietnam focused attention on the equally shocking contra- 
diction in U.S. postures. 	 L.A. Times Service 


