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pr 	of Mai. Gen. lEci,Mn L nsdaie , the origina "Ugly Arnerican" 

By Stanley Karnow 

As he walks his poodle along 
the shaded street near his split-
level Alexandria home, Maj. Gen. 
Edward Geary Lansdale resembles 
any number of retired officers 
pasturing in the Washington sub-
urbs. He is still lean and erect de-
spite his 64 years, and, like so 
many military pensioners, he 
finds life somewhat tame after his 
adventurous career. 

But in contrast to the superan-
nuated colonels who reconstruct 
battles at the dinner table, Lans-
dale's experiences were of a high 
order. For he was in times past a 
dynamic, influential and often 
controversial figure who single-
handedly managed foreign gov-
ernments and whose behind-
the-scenes counsel helped to 
shape U.S. policy and practice at 
critical junctures in recent his-
tory. 

In the Philippines during the 
early 1950s, for example, Lansdale 
virtually directed the campaign 
against the Communist-led Huks 
in his capacity as special adviser 
to Ramon Magsaysay, then that 
country's defense secretary. In 
Saigon not long after, be effec-
tively kept South Vietnamese 
President Ngo Dinh Diem in of-
fice by conspiring to crush his do-
mestic foes while persuading 
Washington to support him. 
Later, as the Vietnam war esca-
lated,Lansdale was instrumental in 
convincing President Eisenhower 
and Kennedy that the United 
States and its Vietnamese clients 
could defeat the Vietcong by rely-
ing on counterinsurgency techni-
ques. Some of these techniques, 
as disclosed in the secret Penta-
gon Papers, have revealed him to 
be considerably less savory than 
the public image of him as an ide-
alist. 

Little of the exotic drama that 
characterized Lansdale's career is 
apparent in his present manner. He 
is a gray, unassuming man whose 
subdued style borders on self-
effacement. Some of his friends 

Stanley Karnow is the former 
Washington Post Asian corre-
spondent and the author of Mao 
and China: From Revolution to 
Revolution. 

suggest that he has lost much of 
his verve since his wife's death 
last spring, and he himself con-
cedes that her passing has left 
him lonely and dispirited. Except 
for occasional evenings with old 
cronies, many of them Asia veter-
ans like himself, he leads a rather 
secluded existence. 

Other friends point out that he 
is weary after years of battling 
bureaucrats who oppose his un-
conventional ideas, and Lansdale 
himself substantiates that view 
with bitter humor when he says 
that "the knives going in don't 
seem to hurt anymore." Yet, as he 
speaks, it is clear that he still 
burns with a hard flame that is 
nearly religious in fervor. His reli-
gion, he explains, is not formal. It 
is his faith that the United States 
could have successfully played 
world policeman by propagating 
its political philosophy-- 	 

At the core of Lansdale's doc-
trine is the conviction that Com-
munist guerrillas can be defeated 
in brushfire wars by "winning the 
hearts and minds" of people. In 
Vietnam, according to this thesis, 
the United States should have 
exported American democratic 
principles along with guns, mon-
ey, machinery and food. "We 
couldn't afford to be just against 
the Communists," Lansdale has 
written. "We had to be for some-
thing." 

Lansdale's proposals often pro-
voked the fury of Establishment 
strategists, some powerful 
enough to block his advance-
ment. He has also been derided 
as a dreamer whose perception of 
reality was, at best, blurred. At 
the same time, though, he in-
spired a coterie of disciples who 
regarded him as nearly infallible. 
The debate over him polarized 
several years ago in two cele-
brated novels that, whatever the 
validity of their arguments, at 
least endowed him with a meas-
ure of literary immortality. Wil-
liam J. Lederer and Eugene Bur-
dick portrayed him in The Ugly 
American as Col. Edwin Barnum 
Hillendale, whose sweet harmon-
ica purportedly stimulated rural 
Filipinos to oppose Communism. 
Graham Greene, on the other 
hand, depicted him in The Quiet 
American as Alden Pyle, the naive 

U.S. official who believed that he 
could mobilize Vietnamese peas-
ants to resist the Communists by 
instilling them with the precepts 
of Town Hall democracy. 

Although the old soldier has 
faded away, the debate lingers 
on. Just as Lederer and Burdick 
approvingly quote their hero as 
saying that "if you use the right 
key, you can maneuver any per-
son or nation any way you want," 
so Lansdale's disciples still con-
tend that the United States could 
have attained its objectives in Vi-
etnam by developing psychologi-
cal warfare methods more effica-
cious than those employed by the 
Communists. This view, which 
became popular during the Ken-
nedy Administration, is best artic-
ulated in the articles of Lansdale's 
close friend, Robert Shaplen, the 
New Yorker correspondent in Sai-

-gon, who has long asserted "'that 
the United States and its South Vi-
etnamese proteges could have 
beat the Communists by 
preempting the revolution. And 
just as Graham Greene indirectly 
reproved Lansdale by declaring 
that Vietnamese "don't want our 
white skins around telling them 
what they want," so his present-
day critics claim that he never ac-
tually understood Asians. Frances 
FitzGerald, author of the current 
bestseller on Vietnam, Fire in the 
Lake, describes Lansdale as a man 
of "artless sincerity . . . who 
never thought in terms of systems 
or larger social forces" at work in 
contemporary Asia. He was, in 
Miss FitzGerald's analysis, an en-
thusiast rather than a theorist 
"who believed that Communism 
in Asia would crumble before 
men of goodwill with some con-
cern for 'the little guy' and the 
proper counterinsurgency skills." 

I spent a recent morning chat-
ting with Lansdale. We sipped 
coffee and chain-smoked in his 
study, a large room cluttered with 
books on Asian affairs, its walls 
adorned with photographs of him 
in the Philippines, Vietnain and 
other faraway places. One of the 
photographs featured Lansdale 
and a Vietnamese who once held 
a high rank in Saigon and now 
runs a restaurant in Paris, and it  

occurred to me as I scanned the 
picture how many careers had 
been ruined by the war. But as 
Lansdale discussed the war, talk-
ing softly and modestly, his atti- 
tudes eluded sharp definition. 
Indeed, it seemed to me, his 
views might fit almost anywhere 
in the spectrum of opinion on 
Vietnam. His denunciations of the 
U.S. bombings of North Vietnam 
would please radicals, and his 
expressions of hatred for the 
Communists would delight con-
servatives. I had no quarrel with 
his forecast that "after a horrible 
casualty list and destruction, we'll 
end up with the compromise so-
lution we could have had ten 
years ago." The compromise in 
Saigon, he predicted, would take 
the form of a coalition govern-
ment whose Vietcong members 
would eventually gain the upper 
hand and turn the country into a 
'Communist state. But as we dis-
cussed what-might-have-been, I 
doubted the plausibility of his be-
lief that the outcome could have 
been different. "We should have 
constructed a political base for 
South Vietnam," he said,empha-
sizing as he has consistently over 
the years, that "we could have 
helped the Vietnamese to find 
something worth defending, 
something that gave meaning to 
their struggle." 

It is no coincidence that Lans-
dale often sounds like a mission-
ary. He began his professional life 
as a San Francisco advertising 
man determined to convert the 
local citizenry into buying such 
merchandise as Nescafe and Ital-
ian Swiss Colony wine. Born and 
raised in Detroit, where his father 
had been an automobile company 
executive, he had migrated to the 
West Coast to attend the Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles, 
and there he remained. When 
World War II broke out, Lansdale 
was commissioned as an officer in 
the Office of Strategic Services, a 
precursor of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. But, oddly enough 
in the light of his later career, he 
was not sent overseas to handle 
the kind of daring jobs assigned 
to OSS operatives. 

Instead, he sat out most of the 
war in California performing be-
nign tasks like gathering maps 
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and coordinating intelligence. 
Only after the fighting had ended 
was he transferred to the Philip-
pines, the archipelago that had 
once been America's proud Pa-
cific. possession. There, in the 
years that followed, he would 
make his name almost a house-
hold word. 

Rather than return to the adver-
tising business when peace came, 
Lansdale chose to join the newly-
created U.S. Air Force as a cap-
tain. He also elected to stay in the 
Philippines as an intelligence offi-
cer. During that period, the 
Communist-led Huk insurgency 
was beginning, and Lansdale was 
designated to report to the U.S. 
government on rebel activities. 
He traveled through the barrios of 
central Luzon, where the Huks 
were particularly strong, talking 
with peasants and trying to dis-
suade them from supporting the 
insurgents. He also listened to 
their problems, learning from the 
experience that bureaucratic cor-
ruption, rural tenancy and other 
social injustices provided fertile 
ground for the Communists. This 
ingrained in him the conviction, 
which he still holds, that Commu-
nism must be fought mainly as a 
political virus. 

His early years among the amia-
ble Filipinos left him as well with 
the conviction that personal ties 
with people were primordial. "My 
work had taken me among thou-
sands of Filipinos," he later 
wrote. "I cared about them as in-
dividuals and they responded 
with friendship. It was that natural 
and that simple." 

Out of that initial brush with 
the Philippines, Lansdale slowly 
evolved what would eventually 
become his lifetime theme—the 
need for psychological warfare as 
the antidote to Communist revo-
lution. He studied Mao Tse-tung's 
theories and, back in Washington 
in 1950, he lectured at the Penta-
gon on unconventional methods 
of waging war. Soon afterward, 
he was given the chance to put his 
principles into practice. He was 
ordered to go back to the Philip-
pines as a member of the U.S. 
Military Advisory Group detailed 
to help the Philippine govern-
ment to cope with its growing 
Huk insurgency. Lansdale recalls 
that he was immersed in remodel-
ing his Washington house when 
his orders arrived. He dropped 
everything and departed, feeling, 
as he puts it now, that it was like 
"playing hooky to go to war." 

Back in the Philippines, Lans-
dale was struck by the fact that 
American and Philippine officials 
who briefed him on the extent of 
the Huk rebellion barely men-
tioned its political and social un- 

derpinnings but focused almost 
exclusively on the military situa- 
tion. Still using the imagery of an 
advertising man two decades aft-
erward, Lansdale would remem- 
ber that they were like storekeep-
ers "counting the goods on 
shelves instead of pondering ways 
to get the customers coming in 
again." 

What the crisis required, in his 
estimation, was a supersalesman. 
He found him in the Philippine 
defense secretary, Ramon Mag-
saysay. An energetic, disorgan- 
ized iconoclast who spent more 
time charging around the country 
than at his desk, Magsaysay was a 
character in need of an author. 
Lansdale was ready to write his 
script. 

Calling him by his nickname, 
"Monching," Lansdale invited 
Magsaysay to share his house in- 
side the American military com-
pound. They would talk late into 
the night, with Magsaysay airing 
his views in haphazard fashion so 
that Lansdale could, as he recalls, 
"sort them out" in order to select 
or discard courses of action. Ac-
cording to Lansdale, they also 
revealed 	their 	"innermost 
thoughts" to each other in their 
quest to bring "peace and justice 
to the Philippine people." They 
agreed on the necessity to reform 
the corrupt, lethargic Philippine 
army, and they worked on plans 
for social reform. Lansdale per-
suaded Magsaysay as well to cre- 
ate a psychological warfare divi-
sion innocuously named the Civil 
Affairs Office, and he introduced 
an assortment of gimmicks de-
signed to discourage the Huks. 

One psywar operation played 
on the superstitious dread in the 
Philippine countryside of the as- 
uang, a mythical vampire. A psy-
war squad entered an area, and 
planted rumors that an asuang. 
lived on a hill where the Commu-
nists were based. Two nights lat- 
er, after giving the rumors time to 
circulate among Huk sympathiz-
ers, the psywar squad laid an 
ambush for the rebels. When a 
Huk patrol passed, the ambush- 
ers silently snatched the last man, 
punctured his neck vampire-
fashion with two holes, hung his 
body until the blood drained out, 
and put the corpse back on the 
trail. As superstitious as any other 
Filipinos, the insurgents fled from 
the region. 

With Lansdale's help, Magsay-
say also promoted land reform 
programs that, although short- 
lived, appealed to peasants and 
prompted many of them to deny 
support for the Huks. The Huks 
themselves, meanwhile, were 
suffering from inept leadership. 
They split into factions and, be- 
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trayed by one of their chiefs, al-
lowed part of their Politburo to be 
captured. By 1952, their move-
ment had largely evaporated. A 
year later, Magsaysay was elected 
president of the Philippines—
again with Lansdale's assistance. 

In the semi-fictitious account 
by Lederer and Burdick, Lansdale 
alias Hillendale drove around the 
Philippine boondocks on a red 
motorcycle, playing his harmon-
ica and exhorting the citizens to 
vote for Magsaysay. In his own 
memoirs, Lansdale says only that 
he concentrated on writing a plan 
to safeguard the "integrity" of the 
elections and, before the ballot-
ing itself, advised civic groups on 
how to get out the vote. Although 
Lansdale denies it, some sources 
claim that he also served as a fun-
nel for U.S. money passed on to 
Magsaysay. Whatever the truth, 
his role in the election was impor-
tant. After Magsaysay's victory, the 
Indian ambassador in Manila sug-
gested that he change his name 
to "Lanslide." Characteristically, 
Lansdale cherishes the inscription 
on a gift given him by Philippine 
friends. It reads: "To the sales-
man extraordinary of 
democracy." 

Following Magsaysay's installa-
tion in office, Lansdale's job in the 
Philippines was done, and he was 
ready for a new assignment. No 
less a figure than Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles told him 
personally that his job in Vietnam 
would be to assist the Vietnamese 
in "counterguerrilla training." 

But by the time Lansdale arrived 
in Saigon in the spring of 1954, 
the situation had changed. The 
Communist Vietminh had de-
feated the French, and the Geneva 
Conference was about to partition 
the country. Lansdale conse-
quently inherited two somewhat 
different tasks—one covert and 
the other simply shady. The cov-
ert job was to head a team known 
as the Saigon Military Mission, 
which specialized in what secret 
agents call "dirty tricks." The less 
secret assignment was to advise 
Ngo Dinh Diem, who had just ar-
rived in Saigon from retirement in 
a New Jersey seminary, as chief of 
the wobbly South Vietnamese 
government. 

American military activities in 
Vietnam were restricted under 
the terms of the Geneva Agree-
ment. Lansdale's Saigon Military 
Mission was therefore illegal an 
for that reason, clandestine. Lans-
dale himself posed as Assistant 
Air Attache at the U.S. Embassy, 
communicating with Washington 
through the CIA. His staff in- 

cluded Lucien Conein, a tough 
former soldier in the French For-
eign Legion who had parachuted 
into Vietnam as an OSS operative 
during World War Il..He was also 
assisted by the U.S. Information 
Agency director. And, in addition 
to other military subordinates 
disguised as civilians, he was 
helped by two groups of Filipinos 
subsidized by CIA funds. One, 
called "Operation Brotherhood," 
comprised doctors and nurses. 
The other, known as Freedom 
Company, was composed of Fili-
pinos who had sought against the 
Huks and could counsel anti-
Communist Vietnamese in their 
struggle. The activities of Lans-
dale's team were kept secret until 
their disclosure in the Pentagon 
Papers two years ago. 

Functioning under Conein's 
command, several members of 
the Mission were sent into North 
Vietnam before the Communist 
takeover to handle an assortment 
of undercover jobs. They spread 
rumors calculated to trigger re-
sentment against the Communists 
and, among other things, they 
paralyzed transportation in Hanoi 
by contaminating the local bus 
company's oil supply. 

According to informed sources, 
they were also instrumental in 
encouraging thousands of Catho-
lic Vietnamese to flee from the 
North into South Vietnam. One 
former U.S. official who has 
served in Vietnam has indignantly 
described this operation as "im-
moral" because, he contends, it 
brought into the South nearly a 
million Northern refugees who 
were to become the fiercest advo-
cates of the war that later ex-
panded. Lansdale, in contrast, 
believes that the refugees were 
saved from Communism—and 
that the operation was therefore 
justified. 

In further violation of the Ge-
neva Agreements, the Lansdale 
team smuggled weapons into 
Vietnam for use' by paramilitary 
groups, some of which were dele-
gated to stay in the North to har-
ass the Communists. In January 
1955, according to a classified 
report among the Pentagon Pap-
ers, Lansdale agents hid two and a 
half tons of carbines, pistols, 
ammunition and radios along the 
Red River in the northern region 
of Tonkin for use by Hao guerril-
las who were staged in the Philip-
pines and sent ashore from U.S. 
Navy vessels near Haiphong. 
Many of the ships employed to 
carry refugees south carried ille-
gal weapons on their trips north. 
Reflecting on its operation after 
the Communists officially in-
stalled their regime in Hanoi in 
May 1955, the Lansdale team re- 

ported that "it had taken a tre-
mendous amount of hard work to 
beat the Geneva deadline, to lo-
cate, select, exfiltrate, train, infil-
trate, equip the men ... and have 
them in place, ready for action 
required against the enemy." It 
would have been a hard task to 
complete openly, the report add-
ed, but "this had to be kept secret 
from the Vietminh, the Interna-
tional Commission with its suspi-
cious French and Poles and Indi-
ans, and even friendly Vietnam-
ese." The fate of the guerrillas in-
filtrated into the North has never 
been publicly disclosed. In all 
probability they were captured by 
the Communists. 

In Saigon, meanwhile, Lansdale 
undertook to prop up Ngo Dinh 
Diem, who was then under fire 
from diverse local sects, the 
Communists, remnant French 
and some members of the Ameri-
can Mission. Diem was a strange, 
ascetic bachelor who either irri-
tated or captivated people. Lans-
dale,though he could manage him 
as he had Magsaysay, and he 
started out on the job the day 
Diem arrived in Saigon. Observ-
ing that Diem had whizzed from 
the airport to his palace behind a. 
motorcycle escort, Lansdale im-
mediately sent him a memo point-
ing out that he should have driven 
slowly or even walked in order to 
"provide a focus for the affection 
that the people so obviously had 
been waiting to bestow on him." 
Diem was impressed with the ad-
vice and, even though they had to 
speak through an interpreter, 
Lansdale recollects that "our as-
sociation gradually developed 
into a friendship of considerable 
depth, trust and candor." Lans-
dale was soon spending nearly all 
his time in the palace, counseling 
Diem on the smallest details. 

Lansdale's intimacy with Diem 
troubled Gen. J. Lawton "Light-
ning Joe" Collins, who had ar-
rived in Saigon as U.S. ambassa-
dor in November 1954. Collins 
made it clear from the beginning 
that he would be the boss. But 
Lansdale made it equally clear 
that he considered Collins unin-
formed, and they immediately col-
lided at the first meeting of the 
American mission. As Lansdale 
tells the story, he spoke up at the 
meeting to offer a couple of rec-
ommendations, whereupon Col-
lins cut him short.Lansdale writes: 

Collins told me firmly that 
I was out of order, that he 
was the personal represent-
ative of the President of the 
United States, that as repre-
sentative he had set the 
priorities, and that there was  

no need whatsoever to dis-
cuss them. Did I-  under-
stand? I stood up and said, 
"Yes sir, I understand. I 
guess there's nobody here 
as personal representative of 
the people of the United 
States. The American people 
would want us to discuss 
these priorities. So, I hereby 
appoint myself as their rep- 
resentative 	— and we're 
walking out on you." I 
walked out of the meeting. 

In any other episode of this 
kind, the junior officer would 
have been on the next airplane 
home to await reassignment to 
Greenland. But not Lansdale. 

He went to Collins' home while 
the ambassador was having his 
postprandial siesta, pulled up a 
chair next to the bed, and talked 
steadily about the vital problem of 
saving Vietnam from the Commu-
nists. Significantly, Collins chided 
him for describing Vietnam as "vi-
tal," explaining that such other 
problems as the nuclear confron-
tation between the United States 
and the Soviet Union were far 
more important. Later discussions 
convinced Lansdale, as he puts it 
now, that. he and Collins lived in 
"two wholly separate worlds." 
Looking back, it may be that Col-
lins' view was more realistic. For 
Lansdale could have been suffer-
ing from what Gen. George C. 
Marshall once diagnosed as "lo-
calitis." 

The major threat to Diem at that 
time came from assorted factions 
seeking to grab his power. These 
factions included the Binh Xuyen, 
which controlled prostitution and 
narcotics in Saigon, and religious 
groups like the Cao Dai and the 
Hoa Hao. Each had a private army. 
Collins advised Diem to compro-
mise, but Lansdale urged him to 
fight. Lansdale's counsel won out. 
Diem fought and defeated his 
foes—and the covert Saigon Mili-
tary Mission commanded by Lans-
dale helped in his effort. 

Earlier, the Lansdale Mission 
had cleverly saved Diem from 
being ousted by Gen. Nguyen 
Van Hinh, the flamboyant chief of 
the Vietnamese armed forces. For 
motives that are still fuzzy, Hinh 
had disclosed to Lansdale the 
exact date of his planned move to 
overthrow Diem. Acting quickly, 
Lansdale arranged for Hinh's staff 
to be invited to Manila on what 
was depicted in advance as a gay 
tour of the Philippine capital's 
notorious nightclubs. Lansdale 
kept the would-be dissidents in 
Manila for a week, thereby de-
priving Hinh of his principal adju-
tants for the coup. Hinh has since 

Continued on page 70 
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 d
o
 w

a
s
 w

o
rk

 fo
r F

o
o
d
 

fo
r P

e
a
c
e
, w

h
e
re

 h
e
 lo

b
b
ie

d
 to

 
h
a
v
e
 s

u
rp

lu
s
 U

.S
. g

ra
in

 s
e
n
t 

a
b
ro

a
d
 d

is
trib

u
te

d
 s

e
le

c
tiv

e
ly

 to
 

fo
re

ig
n
 p

o
litic

a
l p

a
rtie

s
, tra

d
e
 

u
n
io

n
s a

n
d
 o

th
e
r g

ro
u
p
s sym

p
a
-

th
e
tic to

 A
m

e
rica

n
 p

o
licy. H

e
 w

a
s 

s
till w

a
g
in

g
 p

s
y
w

a
r, e

v
e
n
 fro

m
 a

 
d
is

ta
n
c
e
. H

e
 re

m
e
m

b
e
rs

 s
ittin

g
 

u
p
 la

te
 o

n
e
 n

ig
h
t w

ith
 S

e
n
. 

G
e
o
rg

e
 M

c
G

o
v
e
rn

, w
h
o
 h

a
d
 

h
e
a
d
e
d
 fo

o
d
 fo

r P
e
a
ce

 u
n
d
e
r th

e
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y a

d
m

in
istra

tio
n
, a

rg
u
in

g
 

th
a
t U

.S
. w

h
e
a
t o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e
 d

e
-

p
lo

y
e
d
 s

tra
te

g
ic

a
lly

. "W
e
're

 to
o
 

co
n
ce

rn
e
d
 w

ith
 m

e
n
's b

e
llie

s a
n
d
 

n
o
t e

n
o
u
g
h
 w

ith
 th

e
ir m

in
d
s
," h

e
 

to
ld

 M
c
G

o
v
e
rn

. "W
e
're

 d
o
-

g
o
o
d
e
rs in

 g
ivin

g
 a

w
a
y fo

o
d
, b

u
t 

w
e
 d

o
n
't kn

o
w

 h
o
w

 to
 stre

n
g
th

e
n
 

o
u
r p

o
litic

a
l p

rin
c
ip

le
s
." 

F
in

a
lly

, a
fte

r tw
o
 s

e
d
e
n
ta

ry
 

y
e
a
rs

, L
a
n
s
d
a
le

 w
a
s
 o

ffe
re

d
 a

 
fre

s
h
 c

h
a

n
c
e
 to

 p
e
rfo

rm
 in

 A
s
ia

. 
P

re
sid

e
n
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

a
d
 a

p
p
o
in

te
d
 

H
e
n
ry C

a
b
o
t L

o
d
g
e
 to

 a
 n

e
w

 to
u
r 

a
s a

m
b
a
ssa

d
o
r in

 S
a
ig

o
n
. A

d
vise

d
 

b
y a

 fo
rm

e
r C

IA
 m

a
n
 o

n
 h

is sta
ff, 

V
ic

e
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t H

u
m

p
h
re

y
 u

rg
e
d
 

L
o
d
g
e
 to

 ta
k
e
 L

a
n
s
d
a
le

 a
lo

n
g
. 

T
h
e
re

 w
a
s a

lso
 so

m
e
 su

g
g
e
stio

n
 

a
t th

e
 tim

e
 th

a
t th

e
 la

te
 S

e
n
a
to

r 
T

o
m

 D
o
d
d
, w

h
o
 b

la
m

e
d
 L

o
d
g
e
 

fo
r th

e
 a

s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
 o

f D
ie

m
, 

th
re

a
te

n
e
d
 to

 b
lo

ck h
is co

n
firm

a
-

tio
n
 b

y th
e
 S

e
n
a
te

 F
o
re

ig
n
 R

e
la

-
tio

n
s C

o
m

m
itte

e
 u

n
le

ss L
a
n
sd

a
le

  

c
o
u
ld

 jo
in

 th
e
 te

a
m

. T
h
u
s
 L

a
n
s
-

d
a
le

 w
a
s n

a
m

e
d
 L

o
d
g
e
's sp

e
cia

l 
a
ssista

n
t a

n
d
, fro

m
 a

ll a
cco

u
n
ts, 

h
e

 w
a

s o
ve

rjo
ye

d
. 

B
u

t in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f 1
9

6
5

, a
s th

e
 

h
u
g
e
 U

.S
. m

ilita
ry

 m
a
c
h
in

e
 w

a
s
 

b
e
g
in

n
in

g
 to

 ro
ll in

to
 V

ie
tn

a
m

, 
L
a
n
s
d
a
le

 a
n
d
 th

e
 b

a
n
d
 o

f c
o
u
n
-

te
rin

s
u

rg
e

n
t s

p
e

c
ia

lis
ts

 h
e

 h
a

d
 

re
c
ru

ite
d
 s

o
m

e
h
o
w

 s
e
e
m

e
d
 a

n
-

a
ch

ro
n
istic. O

n
e
 fo

rm
e
r U

.S
. o

ffi-
cia

l w
h
o
 a

tte
n
d
e
d
 a

 W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 

m
e
e
tin

g
 w

ith
 th

e
m

 re
co

lle
cts th

a
t 

"th
e
y
 lo

o
k
e
d
 lik

e
 th

e
 L

a
v
e
n
d
e
r 

H
ill m

o
b
, s

e
n
t o

v
e
r fro

m
 C

e
n
tra

l 
C

a
s
tin

g
." M

o
re

o
v
e
r, th

e
 o

ffic
ia

l 
re

c
a
lls

, th
e
y
 w

e
re

 in
v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 
c
o
n
triv

in
g
 s

o
m

e
w

h
a
t "s

illy
" 

s
c
h
e
m

e
s
, s

u
c
h
 a

s
 re

v
is

in
g
 V

ie
t-

n
a
m

e
se

 fo
lk so

n
g
s to

 co
n
ta

in
 se

-
cre

t m
e
ssa

g
e
s o

r d
e
visin

g
 m

e
th

-
o
d
s b

y w
h
ich

 p
e
a
sa

n
ts co

u
ld

 a
le

rt 
frie

n
d
ly tro

o
p
s to

 th
e
 p

re
se

n
ce

 o
f 

V
ie

tc
o
n
g
 in

 th
e
ir v

illa
g
e
s
. O

n
e
 

n
o
tio

n
 w

a
s to

 h
a
ve

 p
e
a
sa

n
ts h

a
n
g
 

th
e
ir la

u
n
d
ry

 in
 a

 c
e
rta

in
 w

a
y
 to

 
sig

n
a

l th
e

 e
n

e
m

y p
re

se
n

ce
. 

T
h
e
 L

a
n
s
d
a
le

 g
ro

u
p
, a

b
o
u
t a

 
d
o
z
e
n
 m

e
n
, c

o
m

p
ris

e
d
 th

e
 k

in
d
 

o
f "d

e
d
ica

te
d
" A

m
e
rica

n
s h

e
 h

a
d
 

u
rg

e
d
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 to

 e
n
lis

t. It in
-

c
lu

d
e
d
 L

u
c
ie

n
 C

o
n
e
in

, w
h
o
 h

a
d
 

c
o
m

m
a
n
d
e
d
 th

e
 s

a
b
o
te

u
rs

 in
 

N
o
rth

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 in
 1

9
5
4
, a

n
d
 H

a
n
k 

M
ille

r, a
 ve

te
ra

n
 p

ro
p
a
g
a
n
d
ist fo

r 
th

e
 U

.S
. c

a
u
s
e
 in

 A
s
ia

. A
n
d
 

C
o
n
tin

u
e
d
 o

n
 p

a
g
e
 7

7
 



L
a
n

sd
a
le, fro

m
 p

ag
e 71 

a
m

o
n

g
 its o

th
e
r
 m

e
m

b
e
r
s w

a
s 

D
a

n
ie

l E
llsb

e
r
g

, th
e
 stu

d
io

u
s 

y
o

u
n

g
 m

a
n

 w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 a

fterw
a

rd
 

p
u

rloin
 th

e P
en

tagon
 P

ap
ers. 

E
llsb

erg
 w

a
s th

en
 a

 co
u

n
terin

-
su

rgen
cy b

u
ff, an

d
 alth

ou
gh

 L
an

s-
d

a
le d

ep
lo

res h
is la

ter th
eft o

f 
se

c
e
t d

o
c
u

m
e
n

ts, h
e
 n

o
w

 r
e
-

m
em

b
ers h

im
 w

ith
 a

ffectio
n

 fo
r 

h
is "

b
rash

 can
d

or"
 an

d
 h

is "
facil-

ity for ab
sorb

in
g th

in
gs."

 E
llsb

erg 
is relu

ctan
t to talk

 ab
ou

t L
an

sd
ale 

th
ese d

a
y

s b
u

t h
e
 co

n
ced

es th
a
t 

h
e still lik

es h
im

 too. T
h

e tw
o m

et 
a
ccid

en
ta

lly
 la

st sp
rin

g
 a

t th
e fu

-
n

eral of a m
u

tu
al frien

d
. 

B
a
c
k

 in
 S

a
ig

o
n

 in
 th

e
 m

id
-

1960s, L
an

sd
ale tried

 to serve as a 
ch

a
n

n
el to

 th
e V

ietn
a

m
ese p

o
liti-

ca
l a

n
d

 m
ilita

ry
 fig

u
res w

h
o
 w

ere 
h

esita
n

t to
 sp

ea
k

 fra
n

k
ly

 to
 U

.S
. 

o
fficia

ls. B
y
 d

esig
n

, h
e tu

rn
ed

 h
is 

v
illa

 in
to

 a
 so

rt o
f clu

b
ro

o
m

 th
a

t 
w

ou
ld

 attract casu
al visits b

y V
iet-

n
a
m

ese, a
n

d
 to

 a
 certa

in
 ex

ten
t 

h
e
 w

a
s su

c
c
e
ssfu

l. A
 fr

e
q

u
e
n

t 
g
u

est w
a
s N

g
u

y
en

 C
a
o
 K

y
, th

en
 

p
rim

e m
in

ister. A
n

oth
er w

as G
en

. 
N

g
u

y
en

 D
u

c T
h

a
n

g
, w

h
o
 h

ea
d

ed
 

th
e V

ietn
a

m
ese p

a
cifica

tio
n

 p
ro

-
g
ra

m
 a

n
d

 w
h

o
, o

n
 o

n
e o

cca
sio

n
, 

con
su

lted
 L

an
sd

ale on
 h

is m
arital 

p
ro

b
lem

s. B
u

t if th
ese a

n
d

 o
th

er 

V
ietn

a
m

ese o
fficia

ls g
en

u
in

ely
 

a
d

m
ired

 L
a
n

sd
a
le, th

ey
 a

lso
 p

er-
ceived

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 overtak
en

 
b

y
 ev

en
ts. T

h
e w

a
r h

a
d

 g
o

n
e b

e-
y
o
n

d
 th

e g
u

errilla
 sta

g
e, a

n
d

 w
a
s 

n
o
w

 a
 co

n
fro

n
ta

tio
n

 b
etw

een
 tw

o
 

la
rg

e o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
s, o

n
e C

o
m

m
u

-
n

ist a
n

d
 th

e o
th

er A
m

erica
n

. T
h

e 
"

d
ed

ica
ted

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 k

n
o
w

 a
n

d
 

lik
e A

sian
s,"

 as L
an

sd
ale h

ad
 p

or-
tra

y
ed

 h
is id

ea
l a

id
es,w

ere o
u

t o
f 

fa
sh

io
n

. T
h

e V
ietn

a
m

ese k
n

ew
 

th
is all too w

ell."
M

r. L
an

sd
ale is a 

w
o
n

d
erfu

l m
a
n

,"
 o

n
e S

a
ig

o
n

 o
ffi-

cia
l to

ld
 m

e in
 1

9
6

6
, "

b
u

t w
h

en
 

o
u

r m
in

istry
 n

eed
s m

o
n

ey
 w

e see 
you

r A
ID

 p
eop

le."
 

S
o

 th
e L

a
n

sd
a

le g
ro

u
p

 w
a

s re-
d

u
ced

 to
 p

la
y

in
g

 a
 m

in
o

r ro
le. 

A
m

o
n

g
 its p

ro
jects, fo

r ex
a
m

p
le, 

w
a
s a

 p
ro

p
o
sa

l to
 h

a
v
e th

e S
o
u

th
 

V
ietn

a
m

ese g
o

v
ern

m
en

t issu
e a

 
p

ostage stam
p

 d
isp

layin
g th

e flags 
of th

e d
ifferen

t n
ation

s con
trib

u
t-

in
g to th

e w
ar effort. Its m

em
b

ers 
a

lso
 d

elib
era

ted
 o

n
 w

h
eth

er th
e 

S
a
ig

o
n

 r
e
g
im

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

e
c
e
n

tly
 

refer to
 th

e "
fa

th
erla

n
d

,"
 a

 term
 

fr
e
q

u
e
n

tly
 e

m
p

lo
y
e
d

 b
y
 th

e
 

C
o
m

m
u

n
ists. L

a
n

k
la

le h
im

self 
w

a
s c

r
e
d

ite
d

 w
ith

 h
a

v
in

g
 p

e
r
-

su
a
d

e
d

 th
e
 S

o
u

th
 V

ie
tn

a
m

e
se

 
lea

d
ers to

 refer to
 th

eir o
b

jectiv
e 

a
s a

 "
so

cia
l rev

o
lu

tio
n

"
 in

 o
rd

er 
to

 co
u

n
ter th

e C
o
m

m
u

n
ists. A

n
d

, 
o
f c

o
u

r
se

, th
e
r
e
 w

e
r
e
 th

e
 fo

lk
 

so
n

g
s th

a
t, it w

a
s b

eliev
ed

, w
o
u

ld
  

sw
ay th

e p
easan

ts in
to su

p
p

ortin
g 

th
e S

a
ig

o
n

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t. O
n

e o
f 

L
a

n
sd

a
le's m

a
jo

r V
ietn

a
m

ese re-
cru

its w
as a celeb

rated
 gu

itarist. 
L

o
o

k
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 o
n

 h
is se

c
o

n
d

 
V

ietn
a

m
 to

u
r, L

a
n

sd
a

le n
o

w
 b

e-
liev

es th
a
t h

e co
u

ld
 h

a
v
e h

elp
ed

 
sign

ifican
tly. H

e w
as con

stan
tly in

 
co

n
ta

ct w
ith

 th
e V

ietn
a
m

ese, h
e 

cla
im

s, a
n

d
 h

e m
ig

h
t h

a
v

e in
 tim

e 
a
ssisted

 th
em

 to
 reco

n
stru

ct th
eir 

co
u

n
try

's p
o

litica
l stru

ctu
re. H

e 
b

la
m

es th
e U

.S
. ju

&
g
ern

a
u

t fo
r 

"
stiflin

g V
ietn

am
ese in

itiative"
 b

y 
ta

k
in

g
 o

v
er th

e m
a
n

a
g
em

en
t o

f 
th

e
 w

a
r
. H

e
 a

lso
 a

ttr
ib

u
te

s h
is 

o
w

n
 la

ck
 o

f a
cco

m
p

lish
m

en
t to

 
th

e A
m

erican
 d

ip
lom

atic an
d

 m
ili-

ta
ry

 b
u

rea
u

cra
cy

 th
a
t p

erv
a
d

ed
 

S
a
ig

o
n

 a
n

d
 th

e S
o
u

th
 V

ietn
a
m

ese 
h

in
terla

n
d

s. H
is p

rim
e en

em
y

 in
 

th
e b

u
rea

u
cra

cy
, L

a
n

sd
a
le sa

y
s, 

w
a

s P
h

ilip
 H

a
b

ib
, th

en
 L

o
d

g
e's 

d
ep

u
ty an

d
 n

ow
 A

m
erican

 am
b

as-
sad

or to S
ou

th
 K

orea. H
ab

ib
, w

h
o 

so
u

g
h

t to
 k

e
e
p

 th
e
 U

.S
. lin

k
 to

 
th

e
 V

ie
tn

a
m

e
se

 g
o
v
e
r
n

m
e
n

t, 
e
ffe

c
tiv

e
ly

 u
n

d
e
r
m

in
e
d

 L
a

n
s-

d
a

le's ro
le a

s a
 ch

a
n

n
el. "

H
e w

a
s 

a
g

a
in

st ev
ery

th
in

g
 I w

a
s fo

r, a
n

d
 

fo
r
 e

v
e
r
y

th
in

g
 I w

a
s a

g
a

in
st,"

 
L

an
sd

ale n
ow

 recalls b
itterly. 

S
in

ce h
is d

ep
a
rtu

re fro
m

 V
iet-

n
a

m
 fo

u
r y

ea
rs a

g
o

, L
a

n
sd

a
le h

a
s 

m
o
stly

 ru
sticated

. H
e occasion

ally 
lectu

res a
n

d
 w

rites a
rticles, a

n
d

 
h

e recen
tly

 p
u

b
lish

ed
 a

n
 a

u
to

- 

b
io

g
ra

p
h

y
. H

e a
lso

 sen
d

s letters 
to

 n
ew

sp
a
p

ers th
a
t sh

o
w

 th
a
t h

e 
can

 still b
e p

rovocative. In
 a letter 

to
 T

h
e W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st in

 M
a
y
 

1
9
7
1
, fo

r ex
a
m

p
le, h

e rep
ea

ted
 

h
is lifelo

n
g
 th

esis th
a
t th

e U
n

ited
 

S
ta

tes h
a
d

 a
 resp

o
n

sib
ility

 to
 a

id
 

th
e S

o
u

th
 V

ietn
a

m
ese in

 a
n

 elec-
tio

n
 th

ey
 w

ere th
en

 p
rep

a
rin

g
. 

T
h

e P
o
st resp

o
n

d
ed

 w
ith

 a
n

 ed
i-

to
r
ia

l sa
r
c
a
stic

a
lly

 c
a
llin

g
 h

is 
"

fa
ith

 in
 th

e effica
cy

 a
n

d
 w

isd
o
m

 
o
f A

m
e
r
ic

a
n

 m
a
n

ip
u

la
tio

n
 o

f 
S

o
u

th
 V

ietn
a
m

ese p
o
litics . . . in

-
terestin

g
, n

o
t to

 sa
y

 to
u

ch
in

g
"

. 
T

h
e ex

ch
a

n
g

e, a
s it tu

rn
ed

 o
u

t, 
w

a
s a

ca
d

em
ic, sin

ce T
h

ieu
 a

fter-
w

a
rd

 ra
n

 a
s th

e o
n

ly
 ca

n
d

id
a
te 

an
d

, of cou
rse, w

on
 all th

e votes. 
Y

et L
an

sd
ale stu

b
b

orn
ly refu

ses 
to

 a
b

a
n

d
o
n

 h
is o

rig
in

a
l co

n
cep

t 
fo

r
 V

ie
tn

a
m

. It c
o
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e
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