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Uproar Over
Spy Book
In France

Paris

A revealing spy story
by.a former French intel-
ligence agent, Philippe
Thyraud de Vosjoli, has
seen ordered seized be-
cause a colleague claimed
he was slanderously rep-
resented in the book as
working for Moscow,

A Paris court ordered cou-
fiscation in France of the
book ‘Lamia,” in which de
Vogjoli suggests that all
French intelligence services
—. ang even France's senior
nunistries  — are riddled
with Soviet agents. '

The successful demand for
seizure was made by Colonet
Greorges de Lannurien, a re-
tired high official in the
¥rench counterespionage
service SDECE. He said he
wouid follow up hig seizure
suit with defamation
charges against de Vosjoli.

De Vosioli. who now lives
in Florida. was head of the
SPECE bureau in Washing-
ton in the early 1960s, and
his revelations to American
author Leon Uris inspired
the best - selling spy thriller
“Topaz.”

In “Lamia" - publisiied
three years ago in English
in the United States — de
Vosjoli tells how a promi-
neni Soviet spy official, code

. named “Martel,” fled to.

the West in 1963 with infor-

mation on a Soviet network

that had allegedly infilirated
the highest levels of French
govern ment.

De Vosjoli cited several
people by name in his book
of recollection, hinting
strongly that they are Soviet
agent. De Lannurien was
antong those named.

De lannurien, whn was
posted at various times to
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization and to Czecho-
slovakia, has stated that
leorges Pompidou, then
prime minister, sent him to
Washingfon in the early
1960s to investigate the
“Martel” charges.

He sald he even recom-
mended that an independent
inquirv be made by a high
official  outside the intelli-
cerice services.

“Lamia’ was published in
French for the first time in
Canada last vear. It has
been sold in Belgium, and
only a small number of cop-
ies are known to have been
sold in France. Reuters
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