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¢ By Charles Howe

. The American intelli-
gence effort during World
§Var II, as described here
yesterday, was composed
of a weird mixture of high

society, assassination
teams — and even pornog-
‘raphy.

. The efforts of the Office of
Strategic Services. the fore-
runner of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. were chroni-
cled by R. Harris Smith, a
jormer CTA intelligence ana-
Tyst.

Smith  spoke at a press
conference to announce the
‘publication of his book:
#0SS — The Secret History
of America’s Iirst Central
JIntelligence Agency.”

; MIXTURE
! Smith said the 0SS, found-
ed shortly before Pearl Har-
bor was bembed on Dec. 7,
1941, probably harbored the
damndest combination of
Qiberals and left and right
wing radicals the world has
sever seen. ‘
. The mission of the OSS,
commanded by Geheral Wil-
diam Joseph Donovan, was
espionage, sabotave and
subversion of hostile govern-
‘ments.
. At one time, Smith said.
Donovan had on his payroll
such luminaries as William
Bundy, Henry Ringling
North of civcus fame, Arthur
Geldberg — later U.S. am-
bassador to the United Na-
ilons — and Dr. Ralph J.
Bunche.
» None of the above, Smith
hastened to add, ever actu-
ally assassinated anyone.
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Smith noted in a wry way
that “‘the OSS saved Ho Chi
‘Minh’s life twice.”

Y One the first occasion,
around 1945, Smith said, an
0SS medic operating in Ja-
panese - occupied Vietnam
treated Ho for a combina-
fion of tronical diseases that
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‘him. .

The second occasion the
O8S intervened — now actu-
ally the CIA. following a
merger after World War II
— came sometime before
1969, Smith said. )

Although . this anecdote is
‘not in his book, Smith said a
CIA agent, over drinks, told
‘him that a high official in

‘the State Department had

urged that Ho be assassinat-
ed.
The purported plot was re-
jected by the CIA, Smith

said, because it “was politi- ©

cally foolish. stupid and in-
sane.”

Smith added he did not
know the name of the State
Department official who al-
legedly cooked up the plot.

Smith said he interviewed
_more than 200 former OSS
operatives in rvesearching
the book and was given ac-
cess to secret papers atthe
Hoover Institution at Stan-
ford University.

By no means a dedicated
supporter of the CIA, Smith
said that the seeds for this
intelligence apparafus that
fumbled the Bay of Pigs op-
eration in Cuba were sOown
by the old OSS years ago.

INTELLECTUALS

During World War TI,
Smith said, members of the
liberal intellectual commu-
nity gladly signed on with
the OSS. :

Former operatives, Smith
said. included Herbert Mar-
cus, political mentor of An-
gela Davis. and Ralph de
Toledano, far-right column-
ist.

Even the gentle Julia
Childs, who now has a cook-
ing program on television,
was enlisted as an intelli-
gence records keeper in
wartime Chunking, - Smith
said.

Following World War 1T —
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swere on the verge of killing

after the 0SS had engaged

in everything from gun-

running to demolitions work
— the CIA simply began to
do the same thing, Smith
said.

VICTIMS

The problem, he said, was
that some of the CIA's vie-
tims were yesterday’s allies.

The remnants of the OSS
were absorbed into the new-
ly formed CIA in 1947 and
not many liberals survived
the political purges of the
late Senator Joseph MeCar-
thy in the years that fol-
lowed. Smith said.

Indeed, it seems certain
that the person.whohatched
a plot to drive Hitler mad
during World War II could
be found in the silent and
maligned ranks of today’s
CIA.

As Smith told it, OSS psy-
chiatrists had a scheme that
if Adolf Hitler, because of

his bizarre mental makeup,

caught sight of a single
piece of pornography, the ef-
fect might well drive him
crazy.
PORNOGRAPHY

Armed with this intelli-
gence, other agents spenf
thousands of dollars tc cor-
ner the market on German
pornography — literally tons
of it

The plan, ag Smith re-
counts it, was to drop the
dirty stuff on Hitler’s head-
quarters and then, presuma-
bly, to wait for the war to
end as soon as Hitler went
into psychosis.

The plan was aborted,
however, when the Army
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to have dropped the smutty
stuff heard about it.

“He cursed the OSS man-
iacs and swore he would nol
risk the life of a single air-
man for such a crazy opera-
tion,” Smith said.
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