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Laos War Comes Cut of Hiding

by Lonald . ..othberg

W‘@F Jas
.y uay and leak by leak,
we secret war in Laosisbe-
_-coming more and more dlffl-
cult to hide. :

Successive administra-
titms, Democratic and Re-
pubhcan have refused to dis-
cuss the extent of U.S. in-
volvement in Laos, a small,
land locked and officially
neutral country whose bor-
ders touch China, North and
South “Vietnam, Cambodia,
Thailand and Burma,

‘The question is not whether
the United States provides
military and economic aid to
the neutralist government of
Laos, but whether Americans
are actually engaged in fight-
ing between forces support-
ing that government and

- Communist insurgents.

The official response, las
‘enunciated by President Nix-
on when asked during a Sept.
26, 1969, news conferen
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American combat torceq in
Laos.” |
Civilian Clothes

Pressed by a Senate sub-
committee on the same ques-
‘aon, William H. Sullivan, a
deput3 assistant secretary ot
state and a former U.S. am-
bassador to Laos. 1'eplied the
next month:

‘“Are there any people with
military training in civilian
¢lothes?’ There are people
who have had military train-
ing and people who have had
parazmhtary training who
are in civilian clothes. My
definition of troops were peo-
ple who are members of the
armed forces of the United
States of America. I assume
that is what the senator had
in mind.

A year later. an Associated

Special Forces troops in Laos
Press dispatch from Saigon
quoted a military source as
saying casualties for U.S.
were 1 or 2 killed and 3to 10
wounded each month.

Asked ahout the figures, a
U.S. command spokesman in
Saigon said, “There are no
17.8. combat troops in Laos.™

Slowly. over a long series
of hearings, the Senate For-
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the Kennedy and Johnson ad- !
ministrations. say the United |
States adhered meticulously |
to the requirement for total:
withdrawal.
CIA Removed

Sen. . Mike Mansfield of
Montana. Democratic leader |
and a recognized authority
on Southeast Asia, saidin an
nterview: “The CIA was in
Laos before the Geneva ac-
cords and they staved after
1962.7

When the North Vietnam-
ese resumed their offensive a
vear later, Souvanna Phou-
ma, now Lacs’ prime minis-
ter. asked the United States
for supplies and ammunition
to help his forces counter the
Communists. He also asked
the United States to say as
little as possible about the
assistance for fear it would
jeopardize his neutralist posi-
tion.

United States aid flowed
into Laos. but the focus was |
changing. South Vietnam had |
become the Southeast Asian |
crisis point, and American |
policy madkers began to view !
Laos in relation to the Viet-
nam  war. According to a
State Department source:
“North Vietnamese utiliza- |
tion of the trail area over-:
whelmed other concerns.”

has disciosed some of the

U.S. involvement  in Laos.
Other Information has come
from such sources as the
Pentagon papers. present |
and former government offi- |

cials. and field dispatches.
Disclosures
Among the disclosures:

@ There are 4800 Thai |
troops led by a Thai general
and  supported entirely by!
U.S. funds fighting in Laos
despite an act of Congress
prohibiting support of merce-

naries in Laos.

e Combodian troops.
trained by the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency have
been fighting in Laos. Forty
Cambodians were killed and |

an undisclosed number
wounded in recent heavy
fighting for the Bolovens Pla-
teau.

e Current budget figures
show the United States
spending $90 million for mili-
tary and $52 million for eco-
nomic aid to Laos. The cor-
rect tigure. congressional
sources claim. is nearly $500
million most of which is

‘channeled through the CIA.

@ Congressional source es-

. et : . defuse the situation thrugh .
timates $2 billion is heing | | . > i, e
g { formation.of a Laotian cosli- !

tion government led by neuw |

spent " each year bombing
that part of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, principal Communist

supply. route from North to |

South Vietnam. that runs
through Laos.

® Since 1964. the Uni?'ed!

States also has conducted
bombing raids in support of
the Royal Laotian Army.

While the number of sorties !

is classified. Sen. Stuart
Symington (D-Mo.) hag said
“a handfel” in 1964 increased
a hundredfold in 1965. then
nearly doubled again in 1966.

o Ag of Jan. 27. 1971. ac-
cording to the State Depart-
ment. there were 1034 Ameri-
cans in Laos. including 395
employes of the Agency for
International Development,
244 with the military at-
tache’s office, and 300 em-

ployed by Air America and

Continental Air Services In-
ternational, two air lines sup-
ported by the CIA.

Ike Moved

Since 1961, the CIA has had ;

an undisclosed number of
agents working principally

}e.rn Laos and more recently
' with the Thai force.

When John . Kennedy be-
' came President in 1961, 1.aos

"was the United States’® most |

pressing problem in Sauth-
i east Asia.

bling row of dominoes - of
its still-free neighbors, Cam-
bodia. and South Vietnam
and, in all probability, Thai-
land and Burma. Such a
chain of events would oper,
(the way to Communist sei-
jzure ot all of Southeast
| Asia.”

ipro-Western government of
| Premier Boun Oum. With
§B01.m Oum’s army taking a
beatng from  the pro-Coms-
i munst Pathet Lao and their

with Meo tribesmen in north-

¢ In President Eisenhower's |
view “the fall of Laos to.
Communism could mean the |
| subsequent fall — like a tum- |

Eisenhower supported the?

'

‘North Vietnamese allies

JAmerican advisers were
sent into Laos to try 10 shore
‘up the faltering  Laotian
Army. :
Kennedy sought instead 1o

tralist Souvanna Phowma.
i Negotiations began-in Ge. |

ineva in May 1961 with W. Av. |
rerell Harriman heading the !
US.  delegation. The so.
i called Geneva accords were
signed in July. 1962. They de-
clared Laos a neutral coun
’ try and called for withdrawa]
{ of all foreign troops through
{ designated checkpoints. \
' Incan interview. Harrimay |
~said the North Vietnamese !
{who had about 10,090 troops !
i Laos “did not keep the |
' Laos agreement for a single- i
jday.” Intelligence sources
 believe the North Vietnam- |
| ese eventually reduced their |
| forces to about 5000 troops
(without bothering with |
| checkpoints, :
The United States with- |
| drew about 750 Americans.

|[Whether any Americans

- stayed behind in Laos is un. |
| certain.

J Harriman and Roger Hills-

jman. a State Department

' specialist in the area during

i



