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KDVISING AN ARMY

150 U.S. Agents Help Direct
Secret Guerrilla Forces

By HENRY KAMM

Special to The New York Times
VIENTIANE, Laos, March 11
—A month after the enemy
attack on the American com-

pound at the northern Laotian
military headquarters at Long
Tieng, the station chief, case
officers and other officials of
the American Central Intelli-
gence Agency continue to. per-
form their functions there and
at other regional headquarters
in Laos. .

Though it conducts only or-
dinary intelligence activities
elsewhere, the C.I.A. in Laos
takes an active part in manag-
ing an army at war. This came
about because the 1962 Geneva
agreement on the neutrality of
Laos barring foreign countries
from playing a military role
led the United States to turn
over its assistance to the agen-
¢y with the greatest experience
in undercover activities.

The army functions separate
from the Royal Laotion army,
which is equally dependent on
American logistic support and
is equally financed by the
United States, but is com-
manded by the general staff in
Vientiane. The clandestine
army is composed largely of
mountain tribesmen. Its most
active element are of the Meo
tribe and its dominant figure is
Maj. Gen. Vang Pao, who is
also the principal leader of the
Meo nation and the com-
mander of the Military Region
II of the Royal Laotion army.

Between 150 and 175 CIL.A.
agents stationed in Laos are
believed to be engaged in help-
ing the gterilla army. They are
augmented by agents who
commute from Udorn and other
bases in neighboring Thailand.

Their work is coordinated by
the station chief. He and his
local staff occupy the entire
second floor of the two-story
United States Embassy, The
station chief at Udorn is re-
ported to occupy an important

ut subordinate command func-

tion in CIA. operations in

Laos that is saia to leaa 1o
occasional duplication and con-
fusion in the chain of com-
mand, For operations involv-
ing the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the
station chief in Saigon is said
to have primary responsibility.
Professionals Preferred

For its work with the ‘Lao-
tian clandestine army, which
Americans prefer to call by its
official designation—the stra-
tegic guerrilla units—the intel-
ligence agency has engaged un-
der two-year renewable con-
tracts a number of former pro-
fessional soldiers—showing a
preference for men of the Spe-
cial Forces, or Green Berets,
and marines—in addition to
men whose careers have been
with the C.J.A. Their avérage
age is around 30. 3

Their principal operating
bases are Long Tieng, Savan-
nakhet in the center of the
southern panhandle and Pakse
near the southern tip. Long
Tieng is the most active station,
because General Vang Poa’s
guerrilla units, which are the
largest, are sttaioned there,
although since the Feb. 14 at-
tack most are spending their
nights ' in Viuentiane. Long
Tieng has its own station chief.
He reports to the Vientiane
chief, who figures on the
diplomatic list as a special as-
sistant to the ambassador.

The bulk of the agents ar€¢
case officers, each entrusted
with shepherding a combat po-
sition or unit of General Vang
Pao’s troops, whose present
strength is estimated at more
than 10,000.

Case officers visit *“their”
units daily, to check on their
disposition and their needs.
“hey fly out of Long Tieng in
selicopters or STOL — short
cake-off and landing—planes
operated under contract with
the intelligence agency by Air
America and the Continental

Air Services.

They consult with their‘units
officers, ascertain  their needs
in arms, ammunition, water
and food, supplies, tactical air
support and helicopter or plane
transport for combat opera-
‘tions. They also help with troop
morale matters.

Although the agents carry
rifles or sidearms and favor
camouflage uniforms, their as-
signment does not include ac-
tive participation in combat
operations.

In the past, there have been
frequent violations, but the
rarity of casualties indicates
that the rule is widely re-
spected.

While counseling Gen. Vang
Pao and his officers, the C.I.A.
does not command his army at
any level, informed sources
say. Laotians who know the
Meo general well say that his
pride and temper rule out any-
thing more than an advisory
role in combat operations com-
bined with total dependence on
the United States for all matér-
iel, transport and pay.

After visiting their units, the
case officers return to Long
Tieng, where they arrange for
the delivery of required sup-
plies, supervise loading of
planes or helicopters and sub-
mit air support requests to the
C.LA. contractors and the
United States Air Force offi-
cers also posted at Long Tieng.

Once a week the station
chief at Long Tieng submits a
report to his superiors in Vien-
tiane and Udorn on the dispo-
sition of all troops in the
clandestine army.

Case officers also work close-
ly with the Air Force forward
air controllers who fly out ofi
Long Tieng and direct fighter-
bombers to targets in ground-
support missions.




