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The Strange Fat‘ebf
~ An Ex-CIA ’Agent
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HE MYSTERY MAN whom the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency recruited to

assassinate Cuba’s Fidel Castro hasbeen .

laid up in the sick ward of the Los Angeles
County Jail.

He is handsome, hawk-faced John Ro-
selli, once a dashing figure around Holly-
now a gray
66-year-old inmate with a respiratory ail-
ment.

- Confidential FBI files identify him as
“a top Mafia figure” who watched over
“the concealed interests in Las Vegas ca-
sinos of the Chicago underworld.”

Roselli has been linked with the big-
gest names in the Chicago and Los Ange-
les underworlds, He also developed con-
tacts in the Cuban underworld before Cas-
tro took over the Havana gambling casi-
1nos.

He had the right background for a
hush-hush mission that the CIA was plan-
ning in 1961. As part of the Bay of Pigs

invasion, the CIA hoped to knock off Cas-

tro and leave Cuba leaderless.
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R OSELLI was recruited for the job by

Robert Maheu. a former FBI agent,
who admitted to us that he had handled
undercover assignments for the CIA. He
refused, however, to discuss the details.
This is the same Maheu. incidentally, who
is now involved in a legal battle over
phantom billionaire Howard Hughes’s Ne-

{ vada operations.

Roselli was so flattered over being

~ asked to perform a secret mission for the

U.S. Government that he paid all his ex-
penses out of his own pocket and risked
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his neck to land fthe assassination teams
on the Cuban coast.

In James Bond fashion, he held whis-
pered meetings in Miami Beach hotels
with -Cubans willing to make an attempt
on Castro’s life,

Roselli made midnight dashes to Cuba
with his hired assassins in twin power-
boats. In earlier columns, we reported
how the CIA furnished Roselli with deadly
poison capsules which he tried through a
relative of Castro’s chef to plant in the
dictator’s food. Later, marksmen armed
with high-powered Belgian rifles attempt-
ed to infiltrate close enough to gun Castro
down.

All told,
were made, the last in the spring of 1963.
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HE FBI, which got wind of the aésassL

nation plot, has tried to pump Roselli
for information. But he was sworn to si-
lence by the CIA, and up to this moment,
he hasn’t broken it,

Meanwhile, the Justice Department. as
part of its crackdown on organized erime.
tried to nail Roselli. The FBI discovered
that his Chicago birth records had been
forged, that his name was really Filippo
Sacco and that he had come to this coun-
try from Italy as a child. He was conviet-
ed for failing to register as an alien.

He was also convicted for conspiracy
to rig card games at Los Angeles’s exclu-
sive Friars’ Club.

Roselli’s lawyers are now trying to get
clemency for their client, citing our sto-
ries about his secret CIA service.
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