
A P irenho fey 

ARBENZ GUZMAN 
Death in exile 
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ArbenzGurnares 
Strange Death 

Mexico' City 
Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, 

whose Communist-leaning 
Guatemalan f e g i me was 
overthrown by invasion in 
1954 after increasing con-
flict with U.S. interests, 
was found dead in his 
bathtub yesterday. He was 
57. 

Mexican officials said the 
cause of death was drowning. 

Servants said they saw 
steam coming from the bath- 
room and called police when 
Arbenz did not respond to a 
knock on the door. Police 
found the body in the tub 
with the hot water still run-
ning. 

A': doctor said the body was 
badly burned by the hot wa- 
ter ! and steam. Authorities 
were investigating the, cir-
cumstances. 

Arbenz, son of a Swiss - 
born druggist and a Guate-
malan mother, lived in exile 
in Europe and Cuba before 
moving here six months ago. 
He was hospitalized with a 

gastrointestinal condition 
last October, but his daugh-
ter said he had not been ill 
recently. 

SCENE 
Tall and lean, Arbenz first 

appeared on the Guatemalan 
political scene as a' young 
aunty colonel in 1944 when he 
joined a revolutionary junta 
that overthrew long-time dic-
tator Jorge Ubico. The junta 
handed power soon after to a 
constitutionally-elected g o v-
ernment. 

Arbenz served in that gov-
ernMent under President 
Juan Jose Arevalo as De-
fense Minister, and was 
elected President himself in 
1951. 

Arbenz embarked on a 
sweeping land reform pro-
gram, including redistribu-
tion of large plantations to 
the peasantry. 
The United Fruit Co. 

charged that ots coMpensa-
tton for seized holdings was 
inadequate, and the U.S. gov-
ernment backed the compa-
ny. 

Because of his expropria-
tions Arbenz became known 
in America as the "red colc;- 

nel." 

try's Caribbean coast from 
tre capital city on the west-
ern side of the central Amer-
ican Isthmus which would 
have deprived private com-
panies of huge earnings. 

Arbenz denied he was un-
d e r Communist influence, 
bt cashington's concern 
h eight ened in May, 1954, 

when the State Department 
announced  a shipload of 
arms from Communist Po-
land had landed in Guatema-
la. 

The United States coma-
ered by reinforcing Honduras 
and Nicaragua, the Central 
Ame ricar nations immedi-
ately to the south of Guate-
mala, and ‘.s ending them 
arms. 

Colonel Carlos. Castillo Ar-
mas led an invasion force 
into Guatemala from Hondu-
ras on June 18, putsed Ar-
benz and was elected presi-
dent the following month. 

A r ben z' supporters later 
charged the invasion was 
masterminded by the U. S. 
CentralIntelligence Agency. 

Arbenz fled Guatemala aft-
er his overthrow. 
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CLASH 
He also clashed with pow-

erful economic interests in 
Guatemala with his plan to 
build a railroad to tre coun- 


