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By TAD SZULC
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15 -
President Nixon is.sending Sir
Robert Thompson, the British
expert on guerrilla warfare,
back to South Vietnam next
month for an urgent evaluation
of the Saigon Government’s po-
lice and public-safety programs,

‘|State Department officials said
.|today.

Other Administration inform-
ants said that the British expert
would also look into the joint
American-South Vietnamese po-
lice and pacification activities,
which range from efforts to
wipe out the Communist politi-
cal organization in the South
to operation of South Vietnam-
ese prisons with United States
assistance.

State Department officials
said that the proposal for Sir
Robert to accept another mis-
sion in South Vietnam was made
by the Saigon Government with
the concurrence of the United
States.

They said the request was
forwarded by Ellsworth T.
Bunker, the American Ambas-
sador in Saigon, in a message
to President Nixon earlier this
month.

Sir Robert undertook a five-
week secret mission for Presi-
dent Nixon last autumn — his

second vsit to South Vietnam
in a year—but it wa~ not clear
for what specific reasons he
and his group of British police
specialists had been asked. to

go back after, so short an in-

terval. )

There was strict secrecy here
surrounding Sir Robert’s trip.
But the speculation in informed
rquarters  is that both Mr.
Bunker and the Administration
were eager to. have an up-to-
date independent evaluation. of
the progress of pacification and
related public safety efforts. It
is felt such an evaluation is
needed before decisions are
made on additional with-
drawals of American troops
from South Vietnam.. .

Another possible reason for
the mission is that the Civil
Operations and Rural Develop-
ment Support Program, which
is in over-all charge of pacifi-
cation, is to be reorganized,
effective March 1, as the Com-
munity Defense and Local De-
velopment Program.

Other informed sources said
that both the *Administration
and Ambassador Bunker still
appeared to be troubled by the
relative lack of success in the
destruction ‘of the secret Com-
munist network in South Viet-
nam. This has a bearing on the
larger aspects of pacification
and on the Vietnamization pro-

‘gram, under which South Viet-
namese forces are gradually
replacing American combat
‘units. A i h

The problem of the Com-
munist - organization in South
Vietnam was reportedly a
principal theme of the report
Sir Robert presented to Presi-
dent Nixon at a secret con-
ference last Oct. 13.

“The New York Times last
Dec. 2 reported that Sir Robert
had gone to South Vietnam on
a -Presidential mission. The
Times article said Administra-
tion officials had asserted
that his report underlined the
failure to eradicate the Com-
munist network.

The next day, however, in
confirming the existence of the
‘Thompson report, the White
House press secretary, Ronald
L. Ziegler, said that “the over-
all thrust of the [New York
Times] story, which leads to
the impression that the pacifi-
cation ~and Vietnamization
programs are not doing well,
is an incorrect impression.”

Mr. Ziegler refused to de-
scribe the content of the re-
port on security grounds. In
an 'interview with the Asso-
ciated Press last Dec, 13, Sir
Robert declined to comment
specifically on that part of the

Times article that dealt with
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the failure to destroy the Com-
munist subversive organization.
He said, however, that’ the
Vietnamization and pacifica-
tion policies were *“unassail-
able by the enemy.”

In mid-December, 'Secretary
of Defense Melvin R. Laird
summoned to Washington the
head of the Civil Operations
and Rural Development  Sup-
port Program, William E. Col-
by, to discuss the pacification
problems, According to Admin-
istration informants, this re-
view included questions about
the Communist network raised
in the Thompson report.

Officials here said today that
Sir Robert’s new mission would
deal with United States and
South Vietnamese “police and
public safety” programs.

This appeared to suggest
that Sir Robert and his ad-
visers—who were not identi-
fied — would concentrate on
pacification and, particularly,
on the problems of the Com-
munist underground.

The allied program to eradi-
cate this organization is run
jointly under the name of Op-

‘eration Phoenix by the Civil

Operations and Rural Develop-
ment Program and the South
Vietnamese National Police Di-
rectorate. Although the Civil
Operations group is headed by
a civilian, Ambassador Colby,
most of its personnel engaged
in Operation Phoenix is drawn
from the Defense Department
and the Central Intelligence
Agency.

Officials indicated, however,
that the Thompson mission
would concern itself with other
phases of the American and
South Vietnamese police and
public safety programs.

Both the National Police Di-
rectorate and the South Viet-
namese prison system are ad-
vised and supported by the
Public Safety Office of the Ad-
ministration for International
Developmental under over-all
direction of Ambassador ‘Col-
by’s group..




