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V
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W

ith
 m

o
re th

an
 1

0
0

 U
.S

. 
air attach

es attach
ed

 to
 th

e 
U

.S
. E

m
bassy in V

ientiane -
as rum

or here, so frequently 
tru

e, h
as it —

 th
is em

b
assy

 
probably has the largest such 
contingent in the w

orld, and 
m

 u
s t b

e m
o
re in

fo
rm

ed
 

ab
o
u
t th

e h
o
st co

u
n
try

's air 
force than anyw

here else in 
the w

orld. 
T

h
e tru

th
 itself, h

o
w

ev
er, 

is classified secret. 
O

fficially
 —

 th
at is, "o

n
 

th
e b

o
o

k
" 	

there are only 
seven U

.S
. air • attaches, four 

o
fficers an

d
 th

ree en
listed

 
m

en
 w

ith
 o

n
e airp

lan
e, an

 
aging C

-47 cargo plane. 
O

fficially —
that is, on the 

b
o
o
k
" —

 th
e air attach

e o
f-

fice advises A
m

erican A
m

-
bassador G

. M
cM

urtrie G
od-

ley
 o

n
 air m

atters in
 L

ao
s 

and m
aintains liaison for the 

e
m

b
a
ssy

 w
ith

 L
a
o

s' a
ir 

force. 
In

 lay
m

en
 term

s m
ilitary

 
attach

es say
 th

e fu
n
ctio

n
 is  

- o
v
ert in

tellig
en

ce o
n
 th

e 
L

ao
 air fo

rce, ju
st as it is 

elsew
here." 

P
recise figures on the L

ao 
air force are classified. It is 
ru

m
o

red
 to

 h
av

e ab
o

u
t 7

0
 

aircraft, including about 40 
propeller-driven T

-28 bom
b-

ers, ab
o
u
t ten

 . h
elico

p
ters, 

about ten C
-47 cargo planes, 

so
m

e o
f th

em
 co

n
v
erted

 to
 

A
 C

-47 "S
pooky" gunships, 

and a few
 sm

all observation 
planes. 

M
ore than 100 air attaches 

for this? 
A

s an
 attach

e ex
p
lain

ed
, 

"O
u
r jo

b
 is to

 h
e
lp

 y
o
u
 

(new
sm

en-public) gain infor-
m

ation." 
H

ow
ever, as the U

.S
. press 

attache in V
ientiane, A

ndrew
 

P
. G

uzow
ski, said, "T

he air 
attache is not required to see 
th

e p
ress" an

d
 "th

at is an
 

on-the-record statem
ent" of 

w
h
y
 fo

r th
ree y

ears in
ter-

v
iew

s w
ith

 th
e air attach

e 
here have been routinely de-
nied. 

E
lected officials have been 

decrying the no-inform
ation  

policy Ion L
aos. W

here A
m

er-
ican spending and activity in 
L

aos is concerned, S
enator 

S
tuart S

ym
ington, a form

er 
secretary

 o
f th

e A
ir F

o
rce, 

to
ld

 th
e S

en
ate in

 O
cto

b
er, 

"It is clear also that the pub-
lic has been kept com

pletely 
in the dark," and w

ent on to 
dem

onstrate w
here the fail-

ing of inform
ation lies. 

"In a statem
ent on M

arch 
6, 1970, P

resident N
ixon pro-

v
id

ed
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

eo
p
le 

w
ith w

hat he described as a 
`p

recise d
escrip

tio
n
 o

f o
u
r 

current activities in L
aos,' " 

the S
enator said. 

"A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e P

resi-
d
en

t, t h
 e p

ertin
en

t facts 
w

ere: 
"F

irst. T
h

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

w
as providing regular and ir-

reg
u
lar L

 a o
 fo

rces w
ith

 
equipm

ent, training and lo-
gistics support. 

"S
econd. T

he U
nited S

tates 
w

as co
n
d

u
ctin

g
 air o

p
era-

tions to interdict the H
o C

hi 
M

inh T
rail, reconnaissance 

flights in northern L
aos; and,  

on request from
 the L

ao gov-
ernm

ent, c o in b a t support 
m

issions for L
ao forces." 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t's x
 ep

o
rt 

"glossed over the follow
ing 

d
etails w

h
ich

 su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 

cam
e to

 lig
h
t," th

e S
en

ato
r 

charged. 
"F

irst. M
ost of the w

ar in 
L

aos is coordinated through 
and by the A

m
erican E

m
bas-

sy in V
ientiane. 

"S
econd. T

he U
nited S

tates 
train

s, arm
s, an

d
 feed

s th
e 

L
ao A

rm
y and A

ir F
orce. 

"T
hird. T

he U
nited S

tates, 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e C
en

tral In
telli-

gence A
gency, trains, advis-

es, pays, supports, and coor-
d

in
ates an

 irreg
u

lar arm
y
 -

elem
en

ts o
f w

h
ich

 are d
e- 

ployed in four of the five m
il-

itary regions in L
aos. 

"
F

o
u

rth
. T

h
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates, th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e C
en

tral 
Intelligence A

gency, and in 
co

o
p

eratio
n

 w
ith

 th
e T

h
ai 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, train
s, p

 a y
 s, 

supports, and coordinates a 
g
ro

w
in

g
 fo

rce o
f T

h
ai so

l-
diers in L

aos. 
"F

ifth
. In

 ad
d
itio

n
 to

 in
-

terdiction operations over the 
H

o C
M

 M
inh T

rail, the U
.S

. 
A

ir F
o
rce flies h

u
n
d
red

s o
f 

com
bat air m

issions through-
out L

aos in close support of 
L

ao
 reg

u
lar an

d
 irreg

u
lar 

ground com
bat forces. T

hese 
m

issions are also coordinat-
ed by the A

m
erican E

m
bas-

sy in V
ientiane." 

T
he coordination of those 

"h
u

n
d

red
s o

f co
m

b
at air 

m
issio

n
s th

ro
u
g
h
 L

ao
s" is 

done by the "m
ore than one 

h
u
n
d
red

" U
.S

. A
ir F

o
rce 

m
en w

orking for V
ientiane's 

A
ir A

ttache office. 

T
h
e ran

k
in

g
 o

fficer an
d
 

U
.S

. A
ir A

ttache is C
olonel, 

H
ayden C

. C
urry, w

ho car-
rie

s o
n
 th

e
 a

t le
a
st th

re
e
 

year tradition of refusing to 
speak on the public record. 

A
s a result little is know

n 
publicly about the spending 
of a projected $350 m

illion in 
direct aid to L

aos during the 
current fiscal year of w

hich 
$125.8 m

illion is for m
ilitary 

aid. 
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