News of Laos Comes
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By TILLMAN DURDIN
Special to The New York Times , ;
VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb. 14—{T0les do at the iro
The war in Laos is still an out-|> : R e
of-bounds, largely secret war.
With occasional exceptions,
journalists are rigorously barred
‘from seeing it.
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sources. American spokesmen refuse

The restrictions imposed on
access to and information about
the war and many related mat-
ters are jointly enforced by the
United States Embassy and the
Laotian authorities. Each passes
_the responsibility to the other
fwith alacrity Wwhen pressed
about the situation,

The reason for the restric-
tions is that there are many
things in the combat zones that
United States and Laotian offi-
cials do not want reporters toibe
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a fluke. But flukes have hap-

pened. An enterprising Japanese|

correspondent last year gave

pilot and was flown to Long
Tieng. He spent a day there
happily taking pictures, talking
with the supposed-to-be unin-
terviewable Meo general of the
supposed-to-be C.IA.-supported
Special Forces in the area, Vang
Pao, and having a look at the
supposed-to-be secret base.

The Japanese correspondent
was thrown in jail by the Lao-
tian authorities when he got
back to Vientiane, but through
intervention by the Japanese
Embassy was out the next day
and reportedly sold his pic-
tures for $1,000.
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Roving enemy guerrila pa-
trols make practically all :0ads
out of Vientiane and othe: cit-
iies and towns in Governnent-
held areas unsafe for ansone
as conspicuous as a foreigner.
As a result, journalists are un-
able to take overland routes to
combat zones.

Sometimes in Luang Prabang,
Savannakhet or Pakse, a sud-
denly expansive and confident
Laotian general will ask a cor-
respondent to go on an offen-
sive operation that is expected
to be a success. But such oc-
casions are rare. Usually, Lao-
tian generals are only too
pleased to cooperate with the
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