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By HARRISON E. SALISBURY!
What does “Khrushchev Re-|

Initial Installment Is

[members” add to historicall Said to Add Little

|knowledge of the Stalin era?l
'~ The answer—and a highly;’
qualified one-—is not much, at|
least on the basis of the first|

excerpts published in Life mag-
azine. And. Svetlana Alliyueva,
Stalin’s  daughfer, says she
found most references to inci-

: dents of
knowledge to be

An ,shef had personal

A ; confused or false.

Bpfaial Because she is the

only witness in the

West of events touched upon

in “Khrushhev Remembers” the

testimony of Stalin’s dau hter,

now Mrs. Wesley Portermust
be given weight.

Running through the docu-
ment are basic historic and
chronological errors, more it
would seem than are plausible
to attribute to an' old man’s
fading memory, careless trans-
lators and editors.

Nothing is known positively
as to the origin of “Khrushchev
Remembers.” Time Inc. has de-
clared that the material repre-
sents the views of Nikita §.
Khrushchev. Speculation has
centered on their origin in a
collection of tape recordings
made over a period of time in
which Mr. Khrushchev recalled
ramblingly important events
and impressions. The exercise,
in the words of “Khrushchev
Remembers,” was intended to
“contribute to the self-purifica-
tion” of the Communist party.

Possibility of Forgery

Some  specialists  suggest,
however, that the material may
have originated in a Western
European center for the produc-
tion of Soviet forgeries. These
have a long history. Two no-
table false documents of this
type, thus produced, were a
“Memoir” by the late Maxim
Litvinov, Stalin’s Foreign Min-

which originated in Moscow what mo-

New Knowledge

ister. and a book by Stalin’s
supposed  (but
nephew Budo Svanidze.

If the materials actually
tive, outside of commercial,
might be involved?

The thrust of the first ex-
cerpts is strongly anti-Stalinist
and contains a call for justice
to “all of Stalin’s victims,”
presumably including Leon
Trotsky and those obliterated
in the purges—Zinoviev, Ka-
menev, Bukharin and the rest.

It is difficult to see how such
a document could serve a polit-
ical purpose in the Soviet Un-
ion other than, possibly, dis-
crediting Mr. Khrushchev and
anyone sympathetic to him.
The document might thus be
turned against liberal elements
already hard pressed by the
present neo-Stalinist regime.

Factional Feud Seen

If, as some evidence sug-
gests, the materials were passed
to the West by Victor Louis, a
middleman of the Soviet secu-
rity police, the motive might
also be to settle scores between
one police faction and another.
Such speculation cannot be
verified. '

All that may be said is that
there is at least one link -be-
tween the police and the inner
circle around Mr. Khrushchev.
Aleksei I, Adzhubei, Mr. Khru-
shchev’s son-in-law, and one-
time editor of Izvestia, the Gov-
ernment newspaper, was part
of the tight-knit Komsomol
(Communist Youth) organiza-
tion, headed by Alexsandr I.
Shelepin, which played a major
role in the rehabilitation of the
secret police after
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death. Mr. Shelepin is a mem-
ber of the Soviet Politburo.
What can be said certainly

{is that where incident and ref-
lerence in “Khrushchev Remem-

bers” can be checked with a

living - witness, the remember-
: lance is cloudy or false, as in
nonexistent)ithe following examples:

gThe document describes a
dramatic drunken party on New
Year’'s Eve, 1952, af Stalin’s
country home. His daughter,
Svetlana, though tired, dances.
She wants to rest. Stalin com-
mands her to dance. She re-
fuses. He grabs her bv the hair
and drags her to the dance
floor.

Mrs. Porter said yesterday
by telephone:

“I spent New Year's 1952
with my friends in Dom Kino,
the Cinema Club.” The last time
she saw her father, before he
died, March 5, 1953, was on his
73d birthday the previous Dec.
21, she said.

QThe document attributes
Mr. Khrushchev’s rise in Stal-
in’s favor to Nadezhda Alli-
lyueva, Stalin’s wife and Svet-
lana’s mother. Nadezhda, the
document says, brought Mr.
Khrushchev to Stalin’s notice.
After Mr. Khrushchev in Janu-
ary, 1934, became Moscow City
Party Secretary he “used to be
invited regularly to family din-
ners at Stalin’s apartment,” the
text says, adding that “Stalin
and  Nadezhda
were always host and hostess.”
At this time Nadezhda had
been dead for more than a
year. She committed suicide the
night of Nov. 7-8, 1932.

Mrs. Porter remembers that
Mr. Khrushchev once said that
he met her mother at the Indus-
trial Academy and he thought
Nadezhda had spoken of him to
Stalin. She said she remembers
no family dinners with Mr.
Khrushchev and, of course, they
were impossible since her

Stalin’s|mother was already dead.
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J Error on Vacation Spot

{  QThe document describes an
fextended vacation spent by Sta-
lin in Georgia, his home state,
at a villa on the Black Sea at
Novy Afon near Sukhumi in the
summer of 1951. It was in this
time, the document says, that
Stalin’s paranoid suspicions,
particularly of Vyacheslav M.
Molotov and Anastas I Miko-
yan, deepened.
| But Mrs. Porter describes in
detail Stalin’s 1951 vacation,
which she said she spent with-
him in Georgia not at No
Afon, but at the Likani Palace
on the Kura River at Borzhomi.
Stalin did not return to Mos-
cow until late autumn. :
QThe document quotes Stalin
as calling his daughter “Svet-
lanka,” a Russian diminutive.
Actually, according to Mrs. Por-
ter, her father almost always
called her “Svetochka,” a
warmer, more endearing form.
gThe document describes
Stalin as being a fan of Amer-
ican cowboy mowvies, which he
saw at private showings.
Mrs. Porter said that for years
she went night after night with
her father to the little Kremlin
screening room. She cannot re-
call ever seeing a cowboy pic-
ture. Her father was, she said,
Jfon-d of Chaplin comedies and

some American musicals. If he
developed a cowboy taste, it
|must have been in his last two
or three years when she saw
thim seldom.
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U.S. Physician s Silent
On Khrushchev Lunch

Dr. A. McGehee Harvey,
an American physician who
is shown with the former
Soviet Premier in a photo-
graph  accompanying the
first installment of “Khrush-
chev Remembers,” declined
yesterday to talk about the
incident. “I'm not at liberty
to tell you at this time,” he
said from his home in Balti-
more “will be telling the
story later, probably in a
later issue of Life.”

The 59-year-old physician
and his wife, Elizabeth, were
photographed sitting across
a long table from Mr. Khrush-
chev and his wife, apparently
toward the end of lunch at
their home outside Moscow
last year.

Dr. Harvey is a professor
of medicine at Johns Hop-
kins  University =~ Medical
School and physician in chief
at Johns Hopkins Hospital,
posts-he has held since 1946.
He is a co-author of “Dif-
ferential Diagnosis,” pub-
lished in 1969, and an editor
of “The Principals and Prac-
tice of Medicine, 1968.”

N.B.C. News
AT COUNTRY HOME: Photo, one of the most recent of Mr. Khrushchev, was made in 1967
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Tass via United Press International

KHRUSHCHEV’S DENIAL OF ROLE: Facsimile of signed statement dated Nov. 10 z_md
released last Monday by Tass. In it he says he has “never passed mem_oirs or qxatepals
of this nature to Time or other foreign” publishers. “This,” he says, “is a fabrication.”




