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C’Lonnell 470, = ‘takes 540’ '

YORE AP - Former rresi identizl aide Kenneth u”»cka]]

says John .¥. Kennedy.picked Lyndon B. JcAusor as his running
mte in 1960 to remove JohnsSon from his key post as Senate

“JOTiL; le ader and keep the Texan-'® ielv tuc“ei amway.*?

“That *1ouxht never had ouca;rci +o me or, 1ﬂcred¢‘1v enough,
to anyone else around John Renne Ay, 9? O’Lopﬂall said in excerpts
from a2 forthcoming book being vubfishbﬁ in the Aug. 7 Life
magazine . »

In a vassage neavy with irony, 0*Donnell relates Kennedy®s °
assessment of his ionffvitv in exrlwining’at the 1960 Democratic
convention his offer fo Johnson of SGCOWu spot on the ticket.

I never forgotiwhat he said next,?*? O*Donnell erteu-
*I'm 42 years old, and I'm the ﬁGﬁl‘h;@St ﬂaf idate for
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VE&NL
T“ﬁ%7waxt in the hlﬁul States, You’ve traveled with me enough
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0 know that. I'm not golng to die in off*ce. bo the vice mresidency

&oas:9* mean am“tmiag.

*% *Ism thinking of something else, the leadershiyp of the
Senate. If we wing it will be by a Small margin ang I won*t
be able to live wlth Lyndon Johnson as the leader of a small
Senate majority. Did 1%t occur to you that 1f Lyndon becomes
the vice pregi&anu, %11 have Mike ¥ansfield as the Senate
leader, someb0¢v I can trust and &enani ons?

g5 onﬂ 11 sald Kennedy warned that if there were 2z split
with Johnson after the convenzion, **I°11 be the laughingstock

o the country. ”itor will say I haven’t any power in my own
rved House chief of gtaff under President
fter 4s! RSS%SSiﬁitiu“ Jdove T, 1067, remained
wmder :TQSI ent nngon until a: +0r the 1964 campalign.
7 Life is sue U0 Cﬁﬁ»ll also disclosed:
vanted Ben. Mike Mansfield of iontana as his vice
: ¢ ne reason ﬁ;mneiy selected Johnson: to
ﬂi from enate leadership position. :
pﬂd%i&ﬂqtg aVMAbV* felt sidefrdeked and ignored
anc; his fa n prestige on the president’®s brother,
7. Gen Po’frﬁ E, Kennedy, z point that led o bitter Feelines

reen the two, |
1€en uOhi’lﬁOh mvC&”"‘“ T)l"
as his 1link to Democrati
ﬁCLO””iuU to v’LOﬂLe*l
Sllb“t
Crlonr 11 said uQﬁﬂSO was ‘‘obsessed?® for sz ii
ides tﬂut Rorert mEﬂP edy would try to foree himself i
vice presidency in 1964, although Kennedy privately rejected
that ; nSiCli¢uJ from the outseft. ,
While Rotert Rennedy. 1aid plans to run for the Senate in Few
York, O%Donnell and others began to promote Hubért Humphre
as their choice for vice ETGSiieﬁu, a cholee opposed by Johnson
U?lonnell said.

dent, he needed Kennedy staffers
ai@rs around. the country because
ohnson*s contacts * ‘were Uﬁbvli@VQ%iV

*'I urged Bobby not fo reveal his plans in order %o %ﬁep Johnson
off balance and enable us to bulld up support ¢ow Humphrey, *?
said. “‘ﬁn ilﬁally agreed. To me this wad one of the finest

moments of his cowtrovcrolal career . o one has ever fully
.appreciated how much personal political damace Bobby suffered
btecause of this delay.?? B '

U*lonnell qli Jo mson was clearly opposed to Humphrey as
a Tuqninﬁ mate un “*fregquently ridiculed the ;wrruloua Minn ﬁsota

33u0ﬂ in private. . .9?

ne said csolnson made a last-minute effort to ge
for Wike iansfield, reje ecting O*Donnell’s sugges
would refuse the post
u.{uﬂ.u 'iu K
aré33ped a

t the HOWination.
tion that Mansfield
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‘iLet me tell you something—that®s what they sa2id about

»

little old Lyndon in 1980, %7 0%Donnell g v
“*When they lead you up on that mountain and show you those
green Tields down below and that beautiful White House  standing
there—you mow what you do% You take i%. They all take it.*?
U2Lonnell said that was the last he heard sbout Mansfield,
and didn?*t learn wntil last year that the Montana Demoerat
had told Johnson personally that under no circumstances would
he ever accept the nomination as vice rresident. -
Usbonnell said that when he decided %o regign after the 19284
election, he Imew the move would *‘irritate’’ Jonnson. -
‘I explained that I wanted to go bzck to Boston, ?° he gaid.

recounting his last conversation with .JohnSon. °‘He didn st

juoted Johnson as saying.

ask me what I planned to do and he didn’t say goodtye or wish me

good - luck.

e sald only, °It’s all right with me and when you leave,
‘take LDave Powers with you. He never works for anybody excent
you and the Kennedys anyway.®

“*rhose were the last words I ever heard from Lyndon Johnson, *?

said O*Donnell, “"He never spoke to me again.??
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