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R
eview

ed
 b

y 
C

h
arles H

ow
e 

O
N

 M
A

Y
 1, 

1960, an
 ob

scu
re civilian

 air-
p

lan
e jock

ey w
ork

in
g for th

e C
en

tral In
-

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 to

o
k

 o
ff fro

m
 P

a
k

ista
n

 
flyin

g a U
-2 recon

n
aissan

ce p
lan

e. H
is m

ission
 

w
as to in

vad
e th

e airsp
ace of th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

 
a
n

d
, o

n
ce in

sid
e, p

u
sh

 v
a
rio

u
s b

u
tto

n
s th

a
t 

w
ou

ld
 tak

e p
ictu

res of m
ilitary in

stallation
s 

th
o

u
sa

n
d

s o
f feet b

elo
 w

 S
in

u
. T

h
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates h
ad

 b
een

 con
d

u
ctin

g th
ese fligh

ts for 
som

e tim
e—

it w
as p

erh
ap

s n
ot too su

rp
risin

g 
th

a
t th

e p
ilo

t—
F

ra
n

cis G
a
ry

 P
o
w

ers—
w

a
s 

prom
ptly brought dow

n by a Soviet rocket. 
S

om
ew

h
ere w

ith
in

 th
is am

azin
g d

ocu
m

en
t 

P
o

w
ers, w

h
o

 w
a

s m
u

ch
—

a
n

d
 u

 n
 f a

ir ly
-

m
align

ed
 in

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
ress for d

oin
g a 

m
in

or cop
-ou

t at h
is R

u
ssian

 trial (sen
ten

ced
 

to ten
 years, h

e served
 less th

an
 tw

o b
efore h

e 
w

a
s ex

ch
a
n

g
ed

 fo
r a

 R
u

ssia
n

 sp
y
 w

e ca
p

-
tu

red
) q

u
otes a C

IA
 m

an
 w

h
o h

ad
 con

d
u

cted
 

h
is p

re-em
p

loym
en

t in
vestigation

: 
"

T
h

e am
azin

g th
in

g is h
ow

 clean
 you

 cam
e 

o
u

t. I'v
e b

een
 d

o
in

g
 th

is so
rt o

f th
in

g
 fo

r a
 

lon
g tim

e, an
d

 you
're th

e closest to Jack
 A

rm
-

stron
g, th

e A
ll-A

m
erican

 b
oy, I've seen

."
 

P
ow

ers ad
d

ed
: "

I th
in

k
 h

e m
ean

t th
at as a 

com
p

lim
en

t."
 

U
sin

g th
e Jack

 A
rm

stron
g fram

e of refer-
en

ce as a leitm
otif, th

en
, w

h
at em

erges w
ith

in
 

th
is b

ook
 is a sim

p
le m

an
's litan

y of ab
u

se at 
th

e h
a

n
d

s o
f o

th
ers: th

e 'la
m

e o
f th

e g
a

m
e 

w
a

s sh
a

ft F
ra

n
cis G

a
ry

 P
o

w
ers a

n
d

, b
y

 th
e 

p
ilot's ligh

ts, everyb
od

y from
 th

e A
ir F

ord
e to 

th
e C

IA
 to

 S
o

v
iet in

tellig
en

ce to
 h

is fo
rm

er 
w

ife to
o
k

 th
eir b

est sh
o
t a

t th
is sim

p
le p

ilo
t 

w
h

ose d
efen

se b
efore R

u
ssian

 in
terrogators 

w
as lim

ited
 to th

e E
ich

m
an

n
 gam

b
it: "

I w
as 

only follow
ing ord

ers."
 

Southern P
opulist 

B
rou

gh
t in

to th
e C

IA
 d

irect from
 th

e A
ir 

F
o

rce, P
o

w
ers, w

ith
 th

e a
d

m
itted

 p
o

litica
l 

T
h

is W
o

rld
, S

u
n

d
ay

, A
p

ril 2
6
, 1

9
7
0
 

n
aiv

ete o
f th

e S
o

u
th

ern
 P

o
p
u
list h

e is, w
as 

gazetted into the U
-2 program

. 
T

h
is affair, a k

in
d

 o
f "P

u
eb

lo
" in

 th
e air, 

w
as m

an
ag

ed
—

o
r m

ism
an

ag
ed

—
b
y
 th

e C
IA

. 
T

hat th
is in

telligen
ce agen

cy w
as tak

in
g or-

d
ers d

irectly from
 P

resid
en

t D
w

igh
t D

. E
isen

-
h

o
w

er ev
en

 a
s th

a
t g

en
tlem

a
n

 p
rep

a
red

 to
 

m
eet P

rem
ier N

ik
ita K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev for th
e S

u
m

-
m

it T
a

lk
s (rem

em
b

er th
em

?
) is m

a
d

e clea
r 

b
y P

ow
ers, w

h
o seem

s am
azed

, an
d

 h
u

rt th
at 

th
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e P
resid

en
t, w

h
en

 P
ow

ers w
as 

shot dow
n, virtually disow

ned him
. 

Ju
st w

h
y
 h

e failed
 to

 activ
ate eq

u
ip

m
en

t 
th

at w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e d
estro

y
ed

 th
e cam

eras an
d

 
electro

n
ics g

ear o
n

 h
is p

lan
e—

an
d

 w
h

y
 h

e 
failed

 to
 u

se a cu
rare-tip

p
ed

 n
eed

le th
at w

o
u
ld

 
h
av

e d
estro

y
ed

 h
im

 after b
ein

g
 cap

tu
red

—
P

ow
ers explains in detail. 

A
ccu

sed
 b

y
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

ress an
d
 o

th
ers 

o
f b

ein
g
 so

m
eth

in
g
 less th

an
 a h

ero
 w

h
en

 h
e 

a
sk

e
d

 fo
r m

e
rc

y
 b

e
fo

re
 a

 S
o

 v
ie

 t c
o

u
rt 

(th
is w

as y
ears b

efo
re th

e N
av

y
 g

av
e B

u
ch

er 
. &

 C
o

. a clean
 b

ill o
f h

ealth
 fo

r w
h

at th
ey

 d
id

 
in

 N
o

rth
 K

o
rea) P

o
w

ers—
o

r M
r. G

en
try

, h
is 

g
h
o
st—

w
rites w

ith
 th

e b
attered

 elan
 o

f a clu
b
 

fighter heavily outclassed. 

M
oney M

ad 

F
or exam

p
le, san

d
w

ich
ed

 in
 b

etw
een

 d
e-

tails on
 h

ow
 P

ow
ers—

h
e b

elieves—
w

as ab
le 

to m
islead

 h
is R

u
ssian

 in
terrogators, are b

its 
of p

erson
al m

in
u

tiae on
e associates w

ith
 th

e 
m

ean
, th

e p
aroch

ial—
th

e m
an

 w
h

o im
m

ed
i-

ately 'ju
d

ges th
e w

orth
 of a foreign

 cou
n

try 
solely on the m

erits of the local O
fficer's C

lub. 

W
ith

 th
e m

eticu
lo

u
sn

ess o
f a

 p
a

th
o

lo
g

ist 
d

isS
ectin

g th
e cad

aver of an
 in

fan
t, th

e read
er 

is su
b

jected
 to a w

ealth
 of seam

y, irrelevan
t 

d
etails regard

in
g Jack

 A
rm

stron
g's u

n
h

ap
p

y 
m

arried
 life (h

e h
as rem

arried
—

a form
er C

IA
 

em
ployee). 
W

h
en

 th
is u

n
fortu

n
ate cou

p
le filed

 for d
i-

vorce after h
e retu

rn
ed

 to th
e S

tates sh
e d

id
, 

in
 fact, ch

arge th
at Jack

 A
rm

stron
g "

w
as ex-

cessively con
cern

ed
 ab

ou
t m

on
ey."

 P
ow

ers 
ch

am
p

s at th
is claim

, n
otin

g th
at w

h
ile h

e w
as 

p
aid

 a good
 d

eal of m
on

ey for h
is lab

ors, in- 

elu
d

in
g

 im
p

riso
n

m
en

t, h
e w

as w
o

rth
 ev

ery
 

d
o
llar. 
A

t one point in the book, he notes w
ith som

e 
sarcasm

 th
at th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 d
id

d
led

 h
im

 reg
ard

-
in

g
 w

h
en

 th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 allo
w

 h
im

 to
 fin

ally
 tell 

his story to the public. 
"S

in
ce th

ey
 (th

e 'C
IA

, th
e p

ress. et  al) h
ad

 
h
elp

ell p
erp

etu
ate th

e F
ran

cis G
ary

 P
o
w

ers 
m

ercen
ary

 lab
el, I'd

 p
lay

 th
e p

art. S
arcasti-

cally
 I w

ro
te to

. th
em

 (th
e C

IA
) th

at I w
as g

o
-

in
g
 to

 w
rite th

is b
o
o
k
, an

d
 w

h
ile en

tertain
in

g
 

b
id

s, an
d
 sin

ce th
ey

'd
 b

een
 so

 an
x
io

u
s to

 su
p
-

p
re

ss it, I'd
 b

e
 g

la
d
 to

 c
o
n
sid

e
r th

e
ir b

e
st 

o
ft . g

r." 
P

.! 	
N

o P
at S

tory 
ith

 p
erh

ap
s ex

cellen
t reaso

n
s fo

r b
ein

g
 

p
eev

ed
 at th

e C
IA

, P
o

w
ers en

u
m

erates w
h

y
 

h
e feels th

e m
issio

n
 w

en
t w

ro
n

g
. 

H
e also

 n
o
tes th

at th
e late L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald
, th

o
u
g
h
 b

u
t a M

arin
e p

riv
ate, h

ad
 U

-2
 

d
etails h

e co
u

ld
 h

av
e p

assed
 o

n
to

 th
e R

u
s-

sians som
e tim

e before the flight. 
T

o
 a d

eg
ree, o

n
e can

 sy
m

p
ath

ize w
ith

 P
o

w
-

ers; n
eith

er a L
eam

as n
o

r a R
u

b
ash

o
v

, h
e w

as 
sen

t o
u
t in

to
 th

e co
ld

 w
ith

 all th
e in

n
er d

o
u
b
ts 

o
f a W

illie L
o
m

an
 ab

o
u
t to

 m
ak

e h
is last 'b

ig
 

sale. 
A

n
 u

n
so

p
h
isticated

 airp
lan

e jo
ck

ey
 cau

g
h
t 

u
p
 in

 th
e m

ach
in

atio
n
s o

f su
p
er-states w

ith
 

m
eag

er m
o

ralS
, h

e n
o

 d
o

u
b

t d
id

 th
e b

est h
e 

co
u
ld

 w
h
en

 h
e w

as d
eliv

ered
 u

p
 to

 th
e R

u
s-

sian
s w

ith
 an

 A
m

erican
 d

isclaim
er, all th

e 
w

h
ile ex

p
ectin

g
, as h

e w
rites, to

 b
e g

iv
en

 a 
bullet in the back of the neck at any m

om
ent. 

N
ev

erth
eless, o

n
e w

ish
es th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 sen
t 

u
p
 a real b

astard
 in

stead
 o

f Jack
 A

rm
stro

n
g
, 

th
e A

ll-A
m

erican
 b

o
y
. A

 m
an

 w
h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
eith

er u
sed

 h
is p

o
iso

n
 n

eed
le lo

n
g

 b
efo

re h
e 

to
u

ch
ed

 g
ro

u
n

d
 o

r else a m
an

 w
h

o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
ch

eerfu
lly

 d
en

o
u
n
ced

 th
e C

IA
 at th

e tim
e h

e 
w

as cap
tu

red
 an

d
 h

ad
 d

o
n
e w

ith
 it. 

In
stead

, P
o
w

ers d
id

 w
h
at to

o
 m

an
y
 A

m
eri-

can
s w

o
u
ld

 lik
ely

 h
av

e d
o
n
e. H

e d
id

 it fo
r 

m
o
n
ey

 an
d
, lik

e to
o
 m

an
y
 A

m
erican

s th
ese 

d
ays, h

e w
ou

n
d

 u
p

 b
y tellin

g
 all ab

o
u
t it after 

th
e slo

w
 realizatio

n
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 h

ad
 fi-

nally sank in. 


