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The New York Times 	 Awril 16, 1969 Search for U.S. reconnaissance plane, which was based at Atsugi, Japan (1), was centered 72 miles off North Korea 
(2), northeast of the point (3) where Pueblo was seized. 
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U.S. SCOUT PLANE WITH 31 
IS LOST, REPORTED DOWNED 
BY 2 NO 'T = KOREAN MIG'S 

Associated Press AIR FORCE VERSION OF MISSING PLANE: An Air Force reconnaissance plane similar to the Navy EC-121 aircraft that North Korea says was shot down by their air force. 

WIDE HUNT BEGINS 

Sighting of Detris in 
Japan Sea Reported 

By Pentagon 

By WILLIAM BEECHER 
Special to The New York Vines 

WASHINGTON, April 15—
North Korea asserted today 
that it had shot down a United 
States Navy electronic intelli-
gence plane. The Nixon Admin-
istration is said to believe that 
the plane, with a crew of 31, 
was attacked by two MIG jets 
off the Korean coast. 

CITY EDITION 

Weather: Sunny and mild through 
tonight. Fair, mild tomorrow. 
Temp. range: today 74-54; Tuesday 
65-50. Full U.S. report on Page 74. 

A broadcast by North Ko-
rea monitored here said the 
slow four-engine EC-121 air-
craft, based in Japan, had in-
truded into its airspace and 
was downed with "one shot" 
Pentagon spokesmen would say 
only that an air-sea search had 
begun in an area 100 miles 
off Chongjin, North Korea, the 
Sea of Japan for possible sur-
vivors. 

The Defense Department re-
ported a sighting of debris that 
it said "could be associated 
with the missing aircraft." The 
debris was sighted by a Navy 
search plane about four miles 
from the point where the miss-
ing plane is believed to have 
gone down. The search plane 
did not report any evidence of 
survivors near the debris. 

[In Prospect Heights, Ill., 
the head of the Remember 
the Pueblo Committee, cit-
ing •"a Government source, 
announced that possibly sev-

en survivors of the plane had 
been picked up by North 
Korean gunboats.] 

Mission Termed Routine 
Unofficially, a high Admin-

istration official said the plane 
was believed to. have been shot 
down about 100 miles off the 
Korean coast. Senator Everett 
McKinley Dirksen, the Repub-
lican leader, said two MIG's 
and 60 miles had been men-
tioned to him at a White House 
briefing conducted by Henry 
A. Kissinger, national security, 
adviser to the President. 

A Pentagon spokesman said 
the plane had been on a rou-
tine reconnaissance flight sim-
ilar to hundreds of missions 
flown in the area since 1950, 
when the Korean war started. 
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T
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-
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u
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w
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u
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g
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T
he E

C
-121 carries about six 

to
n
s o

f electro
n
ics eq

u
ip

m
en

t 
an

d
 tw

o
 crew

s to
 en

ab
le it to

 
re

m
a
in

 o
n
 sta

tio
n
 fo

r a
b
o
u
t 

eight hours, the crew
s w

orking 
in

 relay
s. 

T
he S

tate D
epartm

ent spokes-
m

an
, R

o
b
ert J. M

cC
lo

sk
ey

, 
disclosed that the U

nited S
tates 

h
ad

 ask
ed

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
, 

Japan and S
outh K

orea for any 
assistance they m

ight render in 
h
elp

in
g
 to

 lo
cate th

e m
issin

g
 

crew
m

en
. T

h
e req

u
ests w

ere 
m

a
d
e
 in

 th
e
 c

a
p
ita

ls o
f th

e
 

three countries, he said. 
In

 ad
d
itio

n
, h

e said
, S

ecre-
tary

 R
o
g
ers talk

ed
 fo

r 1
5
 m

in
-

u
tes w

ith
 th

e S
o
v
iet A

m
b
as-

sador, A
natoly F

. D
obrynin. M

r. 
M

cC
lo

sk
ey

 said
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o
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y
 w

ay
 a p
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u
t 
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er an
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p
eal fo

r assistan
ce. reig

n
ite th

e K
o
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ar. 

D
eep Intrusion A

lleged 
B
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A

K
A
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K
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Special to

 T
h
e N
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o
rk

 T
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es 

T
O

K
Y

O
, A

p
ril 1

5
—

In
 an

 
E

nglish-language 	
broadcast 

fro
m

 P
y
o
n
g
y
an

g
 to

d
ay

, N
o
rth

 
K

o
rea said

 th
at "a larg

e-size, 
m

o
d
ern

ly
 eq

u
ip

p
ed

 reco
n
n
ais-

san
ce p

lan
e" o

f th
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.S
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-
p
erialist ag

g
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r arm
y
" h
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in
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 "d
eep

 in
to

 th
e terri-
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rial air" o

f N
o
rth

 K
o
rea an

d
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a
t a

n
 a

ir fo
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e
 u

n
it h

a
d
 

"sco
red

 th
e b

rillian
t b

attle su
c-

cess o
f sh

o
o
tin

g
 it d

o
w

n
 w
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a
 sin

g
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 sh
o
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h
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d
e." 

T
he broadcast, w

hich did not 
p
in

p
o
in

t th
e
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c
a
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n
 o
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e
 

plane, concluded, "T
he U

.S
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p
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g
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rs m
u
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 m
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at th
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o
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o
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p
le's A
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u

n
ters an

y
 p
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v

o
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n
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th
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.S
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p
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g
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rs 
in
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ith

 a h
u
n
d
red
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ld

, 
a
 th

o
u
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n
d
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ld
 re
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to
ry

 
blow

." 
In the absence of positive in-

fo
rm

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t th

e lo
catio

n
 

an
d
 circu

m
stan

ces o
f th

e in
ci-

d
en

t, A
m

erican
 an

d
 Jap

an
ese 

officials w
ere reluctant to com

-
m

ent on N
orth K

orea's m
otives 

or on the possible consequences 
o
f th

e in
cid

en
t. 

"A
s of today, our assessm

ent 
th

at N
o
rth

 K
o
rea is u

n
lik

ely
 to

 
escalate in

to
 

a 
m

ajo
r w

ar 
stan

d
s," a Jap

an
ese F

o
reig

n
 

M
inistry official said. 
N

o
rth

 K
o
rea is o

n
 b

ad
 term

s 
w

ith
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist C

h
in

a
, h

e
 

added, and m
ust depend alm

ost 
exclusively on the S

oviet U
nion 

fo
r m

o
d
ern

 w
eap

o
n
s—

an
d
 th

e 
S

o
v
iet U

n
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n
 d

o
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re
c
e
n
t b

o
rd

e
r in

c
id

e
n
ts b

e
-

tw
een

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
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d
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
ist C

h
in

a, th
e p

lan
e 

w
as believed to have been con-

cern
ed

 w
ith

 in
tercep

tin
g
 rad

io
 

m
essages from

 those tw
o coun-

tries. Its track
 carried

 it alo
n
g
 

th
e N

o
rth

 K
o
rean

 co
ast as w

ell 
b
ecau

se o
f in

terest in
 p

ick
in

g
 

u
p
 an

y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 relatin

g
 to

 
p
o
ssib

le
 sa

b
o
ta

g
e
 m

issio
n
s 

against S
outh K

orea, the sourc-
es said. 

T
h

e p
riv

ate co
m

m
en

ts h
ere 

raised the possibility of another 
d
isp

u
te

 b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 U

n
ite
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S
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d
 N

o
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 K
o
rea ab

o
u
t 
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e lo

catio
n
 o

f an
 attack

ed
 in

-
tellig

en
ce craft. T

h
at w
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e 
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f 
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u
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d
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e d
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n
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of 82 for 11 m

onths. 
W

h
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e n
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cid

en
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o
n
 A

d
m

in
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tio
n
 w
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 d
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u
lt p

o
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d
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n
, o

n
e o

fficial said
 th

e 
P

re
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e
n
t w

a
n
te

d
 to

 p
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y
 it 

"low
 key—

at least until w
e get 

all th
e facts." 

O
ne reason, the sources said, 

w
as an unconfirm

ed report that 
tw

o
 N

o
rth

 K
o
rean

 d
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y
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w
ere th

o
u
g
h
t to

 b
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w
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e
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a
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 c
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o
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n
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u
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h
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n
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S
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u
e
b
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a
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about 25 m
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K

o
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a
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y
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n
d
 se
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d
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 m
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n
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 b
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g
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f p
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n
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ed
. th
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m
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c
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n
 w

a
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u
g
h
t 

w
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 risk
s. 

T
h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se said

 M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 w

as w
atch

in
g
 th

e situ
a-

tio
n
 c

lo
se

ly
 sin

c
e
 h

e
 w

a
s 

aw
ak

en
ed

 early
 b

y
 M

r. K
is- 

sin
g

er. It w
as d

ecid
ed

 th
at n

o
 

im
m

ediate P
residential response 

w
as req

u
ired

, th
e so

u
rces said

. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 d

isc
u
sse

d
 th

e
 

crisis w
ith

 D
efen

se S
ecretary

 
M

elv
in

 R
. L

aird
 an

d
 S

ecretary
 

of S
tate W

illiam
 P

. R
ogers. T

he 
m

a
tte

r w
a
s
 a

d
d
e
d
 to

 th
e
 

ag
en

d
a o

f a m
eetin

g
 o

f th
e N

a-
tio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 C
o
u
n
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re-
v
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u
sly
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u
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m
o
r-

row
. 

D
aniel Z

. H
enkin, chief P

en-
tagon spokesm

an, said the E
C

-
1
2
1
, a m

o
d
ified

 v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e 

L
ockheed S

uper-C
onstellation, 

h
ad

 b
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p
eratin

g
 u

n
d
er o

r-
d
ers fro

m
 th

e C
o
m

m
an

d
er in

 
C

h
ief, P

acific, w
ith

 h
ead

q
u
art-

ers in
 H

o
n
o
lu

lu
. T

h
e m

issio
n
s 

a
re
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p
p
ro

v
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 Jo

in
t 

C
h
iefs o

f S
taff. 

T
h
e p

ro
p
eller-d

riv
en

 craft 
w

a
s "fly

in
g
 a

 tra
c
k
 w

h
ic

h
 

m
ain

tain
ed

 it at a d
istan

ce o
f 

at least 5
0
 n

au
tical m

iles fro
m

 
th

e co
ast o

f N
o
rth

 K
o
rea," h

e 
sa

id
, a

d
d
in

g
 th

a
t it w

a
s in

 

A
n
 A

m
erican

 o
fficial co

m
-

m
ented, how

ever, that since the 
P

u
eb

lo
 in

cid
en

t h
e w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

be surprised by any belligerent 
action by the N

orth K
oreans. 

S
o
cialist an

d
 o

th
er Jap

an
ese 

o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 elem

en
ts are ex

-
pected to press their contention 
that A

m
erican bases do not pro-

tect Jap
an

 b
u
t b

rin
g
 th

e th
reat 

o
f w

ar to
 h

er sh
o
res. T

h
ey

 are 
certain

 to
 seize o

n
 th

e p
lan

e's 
h
av

in
g
 b

een
 b

ased
 at A

tsu
g
i; 

not far from
 T

okyo, as evidence 
o
f th

e
 p

o
ssib

ility
 th

a
t th

e
se

 
bases could em

broil the nation 
in

 a n
ew

 co
n
flict. 
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T
h
e tex

t o
f th

e N
o
rth

 K
o
-

rean broadcast follow
s: 

T
he U

.S
. im

perialist aggres-
so

r arm
y
, w

in
ch

 h
as u

een
 

ra
p
id

ly
 in

te
n
sify

in
g
 th

e
 

w
ar p

ro
v
o
catio

n
 m

an
eu

v
ers 

ag
ain

st th
e n

o
rth

ern
 h

alf o
f 

tn
e rep

u
b
lic o

f late, p
erp

e-
trated

 o
n
 th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 o

f th
e 

1
5
th

 th
e g

rav
e p

ro
v
o
catio

n
 

o
f in

filtratin
g
 d

eep
 in

to
 th

e 
territo

rial air o
f th

e n
o
rth

ern
 

h
alf o

f th
e rep

u
b
lic w

ith
 a 

large-size m
odernly equipped 

reconnaissance plane to con-
d

u
ct reco

n
n

aissan
ce, w

h
ile 

p
erp

etratin
g
 g

rav
e p

ro
v
o
ca-

tio
n
s alo

n
g
 th

e m
ilitary

 d
e-

m
arcation line. 
T

h
e air fo

rce u
n
it o

f o
u
r 

people's arm
y instantly spot-

ted the reconnaissance plane 
of the insolent U

. S
. im

perial-
ist ag

g
resso

r arm
y
, w

h
ich

 
w

as reco
n
n
o
iterin

g
 after in

-
tru

d
in

g
 d

eep
 in

to
 th

e terri-
to

ria
l a

ir o
f th

e
 n

o
rth

e
rn

 
h
a
lf o

f th
e
 re

p
u
b
lic

 a
n
d
 

sc
o
re

d
 th

e
 b

rillia
n
t b

a
ttle

 
su

ccess o
f sh

o
o
tin

g
 it d

o
w

n
 

w
ith

 a sin
g
le sh

o
t at a h

ig
h
 

altitude at 1 hour 50 m
inutes 

o
n

 th
e aftern

o
o

n
 o

f th
e 1

5
th

 
by show

ering fire of revenge 
upon it. 

T
he U

.S
. im

perialist aggres-
so

rs m
u
st b

ear in
 m

in
d
 th

at 
th

e stern
 w

arn
in

g
 o

f th
e K

o
-

rean P
eople's A

rm
y counters 

an
y
 p

ro
v
o
catio

n
 o

f th
e U

.S
. 

im
perialist aggressors instant-

ly
 w

ith
 a

 h
u
n
d
re

d
fo

ld
 

thousandfold retaliatory blow
. 

A
 N

o
rth

 K
o
rean

 b
ro

ad
cast 

said
 th

e p
lan

e w
as sh

o
t d

o
w

n
 

at 1:50 P
.M

. K
orean tim

e (11:50 
P

.M
. M

o
n
d
ay

, E
astern

 stan
d
-

ard tim
e) after having invaded 

K
orean airspace. 
T

h
e air-sea search

 w
as re-

p
o
rted

 to
 b

e co
n
cen

tratin
g
 in

 
an

 area 8
3
 m

iles so
u
th

east o
f 

C
hongjin and 72 m

iles due east 
o
f th

e N
o
rth

 K
o
rean

 co
ast. 

A
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v
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b
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ority lead
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d
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g
 th
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cid

en
t. 

H
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 d
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acy, n

ot m
ilitary 

actio
n
, sh

ou
ld

 b
e first cou
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y th
e P

resid
en

t. 


