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WASHINGTON (AP)...-40 PRESIDENT JOHNSON. THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY IS A STRONG AND VITAL PROFESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE...."THE 
BEST IN THE WORLD."' 

HE SAID SO IN A LETTER THE CIA RELEASED MONDAY IN CONNECTIONVITH 
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY.  

°TWENTY YEARS AGO " THE PESIDENT WROTE. "YOU BEGAN WITH A VAGUE 
ASSORTM ENT OF FUNCTIONS AND A VARIED ASSORTUENT OF PEOPLE. YOUR 
PURPOSES WERE NOT 	LL UNDERSTOOD INSIDE THE GOVERNMENT.. AND 

TIME BARELY UNDERSTOOD AT ALL OUTSIDE. SINCE THAT TI YOU HAVE BECOME 
A DEDICATED AND DISCIPLINED CORPS OF PROFESSIONALS. WITH CLEARLY 
DEFINED RESPONSIBILITIES. 

'THOSE RESPONSISILITIES ARE VAST AND DEMANDING. YOU GIVE US 
INTQRMATION ON WHICH DECISIONS AFFECTING THE COURSE OF HISTORY ARE 

9_ YOUR PRODUCT MUST SE AS PERFECT AS IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE** 
HOUGH THE MATER 

MADE. YOUR PRODUCT MUST BE AS PERFECT AS IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE.... 
THOUGH THE MATERIAL YOU MUST WORK WITH IS FAR FROM PERFECT.i.„ 

"YOU HAVE BUILT A SOLID FOUNDATION IN THESE PAST 20 YEW.. 
AMERICA RELIES ON YOUR CONSTANT DEDICATION TO THE TRUTHoODN'YOUR 
COMMITMENT TO OUR DEMOCRATIC IDEAL. I BELIEVE OUR 'II/WT.1S WELL 
PLACED." 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY SPOKE AT A CEREMONY IN WHICH 
AWARDS "WERE GIVEN FOR LONG SERVICE IN THE CIA. 

HUMPHREY PRAISED THE AGENCY FOR PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE. 
"YOU'VE HAD SOME FAILURES," HE SAID. "WHO"HASN'Tt...I THINK 

YOUR SCQRE IS PRETTY GOOD." 
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