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C.I.A.Denies Using
Student Exchanges |
As a Cover Abroad)

By E. W. KENWORTHY

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 29 —
Richard Helms, director of the
Central Intelligence A.gency, as-
sured the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee today that
the student exchange program
had not been used as a cover
for C.I.A. agents abroad.
Mr. Helms further assured:
the committee that no agents;
had been planted-i-the Peace [
Corps. Lty
o Bétatse ' he voluntéered i4he
information and because he re-

mittee, particularly Chairman
J. W, Fulbright, was apparently
disposed in Mr. Helms’s favor.

Mr., Fhlbright praised Mr.
Helm's testimony and accepted
his apology for a letter that
supported an editorial critical
of Mr. Fulbright.

The refusal of Mr. Helms's
predecessor, Adm. William F.
Raborn, to answer Mr. Ful-
bright’s questions about the stu-|
dent exchange program had|
aroused the committee’s con-
cern.

It had also been a factor in
producing the 14-to-5 vote last
May 17 by which the panel re-|
ported a resolution to include|
three of its members on the sub-
committee supervising C.IA.|
activities. The watchdog sub-
committee is now composed of
seven ranking members of the|

ations Committees.

The Senate sidetracked this
resolution July 14 by 61 to 28.
Mr. Helms appeared be-
fore .the committee this morn-
ing following a furor on the
Senate floor yesterday over his
letter praising an editorial in
The St. Louis Globe-Democrat
on July 14 that attackedq Mr.
Fulbright.

Entitled “Brickbats for Ful-
bright,” the editorial said that
the Senate, by killing the pro-
posal to expand the watchdog
committee, had given the Ark-
ansas Democrat “his come-up-
pance.” The plan of the “crafty
‘Arkansan,” the editorial went
on, could have meant ‘‘the end”
of an agency whose “accom-
. plishments are legion.”

Mr. Helms quickly called Mr.
Fulbright after Senator Eugene
J. McCarthy, Democrat of Min-
nesota, had read the editorial
and letter on the Senate floor.
Mr. Helms said he had made a
mistake; apologized for the let-
ter and arranged to appear be-
fore the committee.
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ported no infiltration, the com-|
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After a two-hour session this|
morning, Mr. Helms told re-|
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Senator J. W, Fulbright, chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, before appearing

before panel. Mr.

Helms had been criticized for prai

sing editorial assailing the Senator.

“I realize it was a mistake.
gized.”

had been ‘““very forthright” and

“L  certainly accepted

apology.” i
Drafted by Assistant

The chairman said Mr. Helms
had told the committee that
the letter had been drafted by
an asssistant and that he had
‘signed it, along with several
others submitted to him at the
time, without giving it the at-
tention he should have.
| Apparently, Mr. Fulbright
jsaid, Mr. Helms's subordinate
Ihad focused his attention on the
itwo final sentences in the edi-
itorial praising the C.LA. rather
ithan on the criticism of - the
‘chairman.

Mr, McCarthy, who had spon-
sored the expansion resolution,
sald Mr. Helms's explanation!
had been “quite satisfactory.”

After the apology had been
tendered and accepted, the dis-

I regret it and I have apolo-|
Mr. Fulbright said Mr. Helmsv

his|

cussion ranged over C.L.A. ac-
tivities. Some members ' said
later that they had learned con-
siderably more about the agency
ithan they had from the occas-
sional appearances before the
committee of the last three di-|
rectors—Allen. W. Dulles, John|
A. McCone and Admiral Raborn

The student "exchange pro-
gram was conceived by Mr. Ful
jbright in 1945. He suggested

proceeds from the sale of sur-
plus United States property
abroad to finance the exchange
of students, teachers, scientists

‘Mr. Fulbright said the admiral

| brl : - was reported to have been blunt
jusing the local foreign currency

brogram is a matter
pride to Mr. Fulbright.

i‘ " When Admiral Raborn made
one of his rare appearances be-
fore the committee last Febru-
ary, Mr. Fulbright asked him
whether the CIA. had ever
used the program as a cover
for agents.

. Admiral Raborn refused to
answer on the ground that the
question went to ‘‘the source
and methods” of the agency’s
intelligence operations = ratRer
thin to “substantive intelli
gence.” He said he was
;prohibited under his®interpre-
tation of the law creating the
agency, from supplying such in-
formation. = - S
| In response to Mr. Fulbright
lfurther questioning, Admiral

1

and artists. The success of the
of great

{80 sure’about that.

‘Raborn acknowledged that he!
would give such information, if]
requested, to the watchdog|
committee headed by Richard B.|
‘Russell, Democrat of Georgia,|
Wwho is chairman of the Armed!
Services Committee,

In a recent television inter-
view, Admiral’ Raborn said he
had answered “no” to Mr. Ful-
bright’s question on whether
the exchange program had been
a-cover for agents.

During the debate yesterday,

had “suffered a failure of mem-
ory.”
The questioning of Mr. Helms

but not aggressive and that the
members, as the Democratic|
leader, Mike Mansfield of Mon-

tana, put it, were impressed by
the director’s “candor.”

There was no support in the
committee for a demand by
Senator Wayne Morse, Demo-
crat of Oregon, that Mr. Helms|
resign. |

Mr. McCarthy said he thought
the discussion gave some hope!
of reaching a compromise
whereby Mr. Helms would give/
the Foreign Relations Commit-i
tee the kind of reports he gives|

/the Russell subcommittee.

Mr. Fulbright said he was not!
|




