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(500) PERSONALITY IN THE NEWS 

BY WILBUR MARTIN 

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

WASHINGTON, APRIL 11 CAN-PRESIDENT JOHNSON'TODAY TABBED A STOCKY, 

RED-HAIRED RETIRED VICE ADMIRAL TO BE HEAD.  OF THE NATION'S SUPER-SECRET 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 

AND IN THE WORD'S OF A FORMER, FELLOW ADMIRAL, "THE PRESIDENT GOT 

QUITE A GUY" IN 59-'YEAR-OLD WICLJAM F. RABORN JR., TEXAS BORN, OKLAHOMA 

REARED; AT HOME IN A NAVY FIGHTER PLANE COCKPIT, ON THE QUARTERDECK,. 

OR IN THE LABORATORIES WHERE HE BOSSED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE' NUCLEAR 

POLARIS ,MISSILE SYSTEM. 

"RED'S THE KIND OF GUY WHO WON'T BE DISTRACTED BY NON-ESSENTIAL DE-

TAIL," SAID' AN EX-SHIPMATE, A RETIRED FOUR STAR ADMIRAL. 

"HE'S A GUY WHO DRIVES HIMSELF AND WHO'S ONE OF THOSE LUCKY FELLOWS 

WHO'COMMANDS RESPECT AND MAKES YOU WANT TO DO YOUR BEST.* 

SHIPMATES KNOW "RED" RABORN AS A MAN WITH A MERRY SENSE OF HUMOR, 

A NO-NONSENSE ATTITUDE -ABOUT ANY JOB TO BE DONE AND WHO JUST WON'T 

ADMIT THERE'S ANY SUCH PHRASE AS "CAN'T BE DONE." HIS ROWS OF MEDALS 

ATTEST TO THAT, 

BORN IN DECATUR TEX., ON
)
jUNE gy 1905, RABORN GREW UP' IN 'RYA* AND 

MARLOW, OKLA., AND WAS GRADUATED FROM'THE . NAVAL ACADEMY IN 1925. 

"SOME FOLKS WONDER HOW I EVER PICKED THE NAVY WHEN I DIDRT - KNOW 

THERE WAS THAT MUCH WATER IN THE WORLD," RABORN ONCE QUIPPED - ON A VISIT 

BACK TO HIS BOYHOOD STATE, WHERE HE JOKED ABOUT DUST AND DROUTH WHEN 

HE WAS GROWING UP. 



RABORN SWITCHED FROM SURFACE SHIPS TO, FLYING AND WON HIS WINGS AS A 

NAVAL AVIATOR IN 1934. DURING WORLD WAR II, HE COMMANDED THE NAVY AVI-

ATION GUNNERY SCHOOL0N KANEOHE BAY, HAWAII, AND THEN SERVED AS EXFOU- 

, TIVE OFFICER OF THE USS HANCOCK IN THE WAR'S FINAL PUNCH AGAINST JAPAN. 
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- AFTER COMMANDING A TASK FORCE AND SERVING IN NAVAL HEADQUARTERS IN 

WASHINGTON ON VARIOUS TOURS, RABORN TOOK COMMAND OF THE USS BENNINGTON. 

IN A SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS THAT ROCKED THE SHIP OFF NEWPORT ON MAY 26 7  

1954, 220 MEN DIED. AN  OFFICIAL COMMENDATION CREDITED HIM WITH "SAVING 

MANY LIVES." 

TABBED.  TO HEAD THE NAVY'S SPECIAL PROJECT OFFICE, RABORN WAS GIVEN 

THE TASK OF DEVELOPING THE `POLARISAS A MISSILE CAPABLE OF BEING 

LAUNCHED FROM A -SUBMARINE WHILE SUBMERGED. 

HIS RESEARCH COMMAND-IS CREDITED WITH MANY SCIENTIFIC >BREAK-

THROUGHS IN ACHIEVING ITS GOAL, INCLUDING A NEW NAVIGATION SYSTEM TO BE 

USED BY THE MISSILE LAUNCHING SUBS, AND THE LAUNCHER ITSELF. 

"RED'S GOT TREMENDOUS' MANAGERIAL ABILITY," SAID A FORMER SHIPMATE. 

"HE CAN REALLY CUT THROUGH THE FOG." 

RABORN SERVED AS DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BEFORE RETIRING 

AND BECOMING A VICE PRESIDENT WITH AEROJET GENERAL CORP., IN PASADENA, 

CALIF. 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON IN APPOINTING RABORN TO SUCCEED JOHN A MCCONE 

AS CHIEF OF THE CIA, DESCRIBED HIM AS A FRIEND OF 15 YEARS,. 

RABORN WAS CLOSE-MOUTHED WITH NEWSMEN WHO QUESTIONED HIM BEFORE THE 

APPOINTMENT AS WHETHER HE WAS IN LINE FOR THE JOB. 

"I NEVER HEARD ANYTHING LIKE TEAT," HE TOLD ONE REPORTER. 

AS HEAD OF THE CIA, RABORN WILL BOSS A HUGE COMPLEX ABOUT WHICH 

RELATIVELY LITTLE IS PUBLICLY KNOWN. WHAT IS KNOWN IS THAT IT INCLUDES 

A FAR-FLUNG NETWORK OF INTELLIGENCE AND HAS AS A PRIME MISSION THE TASK 

OF MAKING SURE THE, PRESIDENT IS FULLY INFORMED ON EVERY FACET IN WHICH 

THE NATION IS INVOLVED OR INTERESTED. 

TO OLD SHIPMENTS WHO HEARD OF THE APPOINTMENTS  IT WASN'T SURPRISING 

RABORN DIDN'T QUIBBLE ABOUT ACCEPTING. 

"HE'S THE KIND.OF GUY WHO IF THE PRESIDENT ASKED HIM TO TAKE 'M-

ANY JOB, WOULD SAY 'AYE, AYE, SIR' AND THAT WOULD BE THAT," SAID ONE.. 

RABORN HAS BEEN LIVING IN CALIFORNIA. HE IS MARRIED AND HAS TWO 

CHILDREN, BARBARA PRISCILLA AND WILLIAM F. RABORN 3RD._ 
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