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Body Found ip Spa;ip T hought to Be American

Once Jailed by Prague

cgw sponsored by Intourist,|pilot safety and occasionally
the Soviel Government -tourist|ferrving small pl : :
agency, the Soviet airliner on oﬁrf ApIAnes (ggmiew
which he was traveling — sup-|  On June 5, the United States
posedly on a nonstop flight to|consulate in Seville was in.
Paris — made an unscheduled|formed by Samuel Berman, an
stop in Prague — for “mechani-| American™ living in Estepona,
cal reasons. ~ |that Mr. Kazan-Komerek had
Mr. Kazan-Komarek was tak- been missing since May 11.
en off the plane and charged by|About - that time, Mr. Kazan-|
Czechoslovak authorities with/Romarek had been  scheduled
setting up and operating an un-ito. make a trip to the United
derground espionage and ter-|States with Mr. and Mrs. R, A,
rorist network in Czechoslo-, Duncan, a Canadian couple liv-
vakia from 1948 to 1950 that| ing in Estepona. :
was. responsible for the death|. The consulate discounted the
of a'policeman. - | missing-persons report filed by
Earlier Czechoslovak press|Mr. Berman after itwas informed
reports, dating from 1951, had|hy the Spanish police that: Mr.
characterized Mr. Kazan-Kom-|Kazan-Komarelk had been seen!
arek as an agent of United|during the first week of June,
States ' Army  Counterintelli- ‘Body’s Discovery Not Reported

gence and had linked him tof
the Prague bureay of the Asso-| [ OF reasons that the State De-

ciated Press, which the Czecho-|P2Itment cannot explain, the
Czechoslovak court of a lesser slovak Government had chargea|consulate also did not report
charge of subversive activities Assoclated Press . |was a cemter for espionage. € discovery of the body by
against Czechoslovakia and| Viadimir Kazan-Komarek - |William N. Oatis, the chief of|i¢ SPanish police in September.

was expelled from the country. , ice’ |It was only after the Duncans
P Ty the news service’s bureau, was wrote to Mrs. Kazan-Komarek

Political Murder Doubted |y, 40 Kazan-Komarek -and Jelled Tor twb'years i Pggutiilig, end of October that the

The details of Mr. Kazan-la key fitting his apartment g;lﬂ;sgixﬁozaiifcig?gsges in the ggaiéﬁ Department learned of the
. . 2 atn.

By JOHN W. FINNEY

Special to The New York Times
. WASHINGTON, ‘Dec. 11—A
badlydecomposed body was
discovered in September in a
gully in the southern Spanish
countryside, thus apparently
bringing to an end the life story
of a ‘Cambridge, Mass., travel
agent once -accused of espio-
nage by Czechoslovakia.

The body was identified by
spanish police as that of Vladi-
mir. Kazan-Komarek, a Czech-
born American citizen who was
seized by the Czechoslovak
secret police in October 1968,
when a Soviet airliner made an
unscheduled stop in Prague.

He was charged with high
treason and espionage, but
then, after considerable diplo-
matic pressure by the United
States, he was convicted by a

Komarek’s death are still trick-
ling into the State Depart-
ment from its consulate in Se-
ville. ‘From all the information
obtained thus far, however, it
does:mnot appear to department
officials—or to. the Spanish
police—that the ‘dead man had
been the wictim.of a cloak-
and-dagger murder. . '
The judgment of the Spanish
police, supported by a finding
of a’Spanish court in Marbella
last, month, was that he died
“a mnatural death due to un-
known reasons.” The, police
reported that the body showed
“no. signs of violence.” =
. The body was so badly de-
{lcomposed, according to the
Spanish police, that the cause
of death as well 'as identity
_|was difficult to establish. The
only  basis of identification
used. by the Spanishspolice was

door.
The body was discovered.on
Sept. 7 in a hillside gully on af

farra outside Estepona, a small|trial early in 1967, the earlier
Spanish town on the Mediter~|charge that he had been an
ranean coast where Mr. Kazan-| American
Komarek had been living since|was quietly dropped by the
November, 1971. The estimate|Czechoslovak authorities, and
of the Spanish police, who had|instead it was suggested that
the body buried after a perfunc-|he had been linked to a French
tory autopsy in a cemetery in|intelligence organization that
Estepona, was that death had{was never identified.
) i ~ After his release;

Some major details of his|about largely through the in-
death at the age of 48, how-|tervention with Czechoslovak
ever, remain as obscure as his|authorities by Senator Edward
background—as a refugee who{)1. Kennedy, Mr. Kazan-Kom-
boasted that he had set up an|arek said . that the charges
anti- Communist underground against him had been partly
organization in Czechoslovakia|trye, that he had ‘helped people
and who, as an avocation,lescape from Czechoslovakia
risked his life ferrying smallland that he believed he’ had
planes across the Atlantic and|peen working for “French
telligence.” . i

In..the last few years, he

occurred two months earlier.. . |

the Pacific. “
A prisoner of the Nazis dur-

Eatlier Charge Dropped
During Mr. Kazan-Komarek’s

In interviews with State De-

partment representatives, the
Duncans expressed some doubt

that the body was that of Mr.

Kazan-Komarek. One 'of " the
questionsthey raised-—whichthe
State Department th s gyfar has
not been able to answér—was
|whether the teeth had been re-
moved from the body for posi-
tive identification. State Depart=
ment officials said that Mrs,,
Kazan-Komarek’s  permission.
would be required to exhume

.

/the body to determine if the
teeth were still there. i

The Duncans. also discounted
any-theory of suicide, reporting,
that Mr. Kazan-Komarek, before,
his disappearance, had been
cheerful and had showed nof
signs of despondency. @

Found near his body was a

papers in a billfold next to the|ing World War II, Mr. Kazan- severed his- relationship with|/small empty bottle of aspirin. -
body, bearing the mname of Komarek worked briefly for the|Harvard Travel Seérvice, and||' State Department officials.
- United States Army in Germany|in October; 1971, he went.to|/said there wasno indication tha
in 1945 and 1946 before re- Europe, -leaving his wife and|/Mr. Kazan-Komarek might still’
turning to Czechoslovakia. Helfive children at their home in| have been involved in intelli-
fled Czechoslovakia in 1948 Wellesley, Mass. - .. |lgence work, and they insisted
after the Communist take-over,| . . ; 5" |/he had not been employed by:
lived in Paris until 1953, and| A Flat on Spanish Coast. . ||opo "United states intelligence-
then came to the United States, He. appeared in the town of| agency.
where he married, became a Estepona, on the Meditenranean|| Mrs. Kazan-Komarek, in| 2
citizen and was president of|coast near Gibraltar, in No- telephone interview, declified
the Harvard Travel Service on|vember, 1971, where he set up||to discuss her husband’s death.
Harvard Square in Cambridge.|quarters alone in a small flaf.||/But on one point she was em-
- On Oct. 31, 1966, when  he|The . Spanish police reported||phatic. When asked whether Mr.
was returning from a confer-|that he led a “very normal Kazan-Komarekmight have beeh
ence of travel agents in Mos-|life,” working on a book about |involved in intelligence work,
- : . she repiled: “Oh Lord, no!” * -




