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By ARUHUR L. GAVSEOL
Associated Press Writer

LOLDON (AP)  €wo men close to Xoe Ha sugzested
Monday night a bungled kidnayp bif by white mercenaries may
eve caused the death of the former Unhited Nations ‘
secretary=general.

Hammarskjold and id companions died Sevt. 17, 1981, when their
alrplane mysteriously crashed in the African bush. The Swedish
slavesman was heading for a peace varley with Moise “¥shombe,
then trying %o lead The province of Katangza out of the Congolese .
mion. : '

The theory of a bungled kidnayp attempt was mentioned by
Hammarskjold’s nephew, EKnut, who now heads the Hammarskjold
Tamily, and by George Ivan Smith, director of the British
UeNs oOffice. Bolth were speaking in recorjed Iinterviews with
the British Broadeastiny Corpe. program ®© '24 hours’’® in a
feature marking the 10th anniversary of the crash.

fnut Hammarskjold left interviewer James Hogz in no doubdt
that he is well aware of the theory of a bungled kidnap bid
by white mercenaries. The crash itself, he said, was ah accident,

' _but what kind of accident®’ remains omen.

He_was asked if he ruled out foul vnlav. o '

I don’t rule oub anything,’’ he replied. * *iuch speculation
could have been avoided if, at.the time of the imauiries, the
ihereabouts of certain very active peonle could have bheen Adefined
in a very precise way.’’ '

fput Hammarskjold was asked what sort of people he meant.

- Adventurers for-morrey, *~he replted . Some-of-them miFht
rot be completely strange to that sort of.ovperation®’® (meaning
Kidnaping) . '
The younger Hammarskjold, who is secretary~genseral of the
International Air fransport Association, and Smith both sugzested
the aim of the would=be kidnavers may have been to nrevent
the United Nations and Tshombe from coming to terms.

Smith put 1t thust "It was felt by the mercenaries that we

were moving toward a reconciliation with Ishombe and that meant
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they were going to lose their bread and butter « . . If the

united Nations and ishombe got together and brought about unification

of the Congo there was no reason for thelr npresence any longer.??
ihe U.l, official himself was the target of a kidnap bid- by
fatangan troops led by white mercenaries six weeks afier
Homarskjold crashed. :

As Smith described the theory, the would=be kidnaners ma.y

'eve got to know the radio frequency used by Fammarskjold®s

plane . . _ '

LThen, equipped with the proper transmitting sear, ther could
lave made contact with the »ilot and, in the name of the recular
aviation control authorities, talked or lured it down and away
from its true destination. This was to have been Ndola, then
mengged by the Rhodesian federal goverument of Sir Roy TelensXkv.
Mola 1s now in Zambia.

Apswering other questions, Smith said:

llercenaries are not academies or clerics . . . Fnoush evidence
as come to my notice to make me believe further investication
my well show the reasons of rhite flying accident were not '
the ones thal many veople sunnoses that it was not nilot fatizue
s o o but that there was some other reazson, promnted by some

jother actions Dy people like mercenaries~certainly not

governments or authorities of any kind~thai caused the flving
eccident.’?
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