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From Page 1 I Velazquez said that Vidal

CIA Linked
To Mexico
Jail Escape

Reuiers
Mexico City
A Mexican lawyer claimed yesterday
that the CIA engineered the helicopter escape
from jail here of a convicted Ametrican mur-
derer.

Joel Kaplan of New York made the dra-

matic escape from jail Wednesday night. ¢§ # 7

Victor Velazquez, Kaplan's lawyer dur-
ing his 1961 murder trial, said “Kaplan was
without doubt a member of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, and only the CIA could have
freed him. “The whole episode is the result

of an international political intrigue.”

"Kaplan, 41, was serving’ a 30-year sen-.

tence for murder when he and Venezuelan
Antonio Castro Contreras were lifted to
freedom by helicopter from the yard of the
Saita Maria Acatitia pmson here Wednesday
night.

The helicopter, painted in the blue-and-
white colors of the Mexican attorney gener-
al’s office, landed in the yard under the eyes
of four guards in watchtowers just after
evening roll call.

.Kaplan and Castro Contreras, clearly
waiting for its arrival, immediately leaped
aboard.

The rest of the more than 100 guards
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were in the prison theater
watching a detective
movie when the escape took
place. City police were alert-

- ed about 30 minutes later by
. the prison governor. Boththe
! governor and the guards are

under intensive questioning.
JAIL

. # » i 4
Some police sources said

that the helicopter was
known to have flown from
the jail in the south of the
city to a tiny airport at Venta
Prieta, a village near the
town of Pachuca 100 miles
north of here. There a light
plane was waiting to carry
the two excapees out of the
country, these sources said.

U. S. police reportedly
have been asked to cooperate
in the search for the two men
and the pilot of ‘the hehcop~
ter.

Kaplan's w1fe, Irma, ‘a
Mexican: whom he married

" while in jail, told police she

knew nothing of her hus-
band’s escape. She- visited
him Wednesday afternoon
along with a man named
Harvey Orville Dale, said to
be a friend of the couple.
Police named Dale as the
pilot of the helicopter, follow-
ing the discovery in the cell
Kaplan and Castro Contreras
shared of a letter mentlonmg
him. He was registered in a
hotel near Mexico City air-

_ port until August 15 but now
" ‘has disappeared.

Castro Contreras was sel‘v-

‘ing a nine - year sentence for

fraud and is said by police to
be an experienced pilot.

LAYER
. Velazquez was Kaplan’s at-
torney during his 1961 mur-
der trial here. Kaplan was
charged with murder after
the discovery of a body said
to be that of a Puerto Rican-
born U.S. businessman, Luis

. Melchoir Vidal, beside a road
i south of Mexico City. :

in fact, was not dead. Kaplan:
was found guilty.

For years there has been
speculation about the mys-
terious events surrounding

‘the XKaplan-Vidal affair,

which has been variously
linked with internationalarms
smuggling, drug trafficking
and efforts to overthrow the
Fidel Castro government in

" Cuba and the late president:

Anastasio Somoza of Nicara-"
gua.

Kaplan was arrested by In-
terpol in Spain in 1961 after
Vidal’s wife Teresa identified
a body found near here as
that of her husband. But Ve-
lazquez and Kaplan contend-
ed that the corpse bore nore-
semblance to the busmess—
man.

CLAIM

The lawyer has consistent-
ly claimed that, Vidal left
Mexico for Guatemala and
from there made his way to
Cuba. One newspaper here
said yesterday that Mrs. Vi-
dal and her three children
had -disappeared from their
New York Home about the
same time and have not been
heard of since.

According to Velazquez,
Vidal had bheen involved in a
deal. to provide arms:to
antirightist and anti-
Communist revolutionaries
who formed units known as
“the Caribbean Legion”
aimed at overthrowing “dic-
tatorships’ in the area.

Because of CIA interven-
tion, the deal fell through,
according to Velazquez, and
Vidal, who had already been
paid for the weapons,  ar-
ranged his own disappear-
ance. .

‘“Kaplan, who probably
prevented the sale of the
arms and who was watching
to see that it was not carried
out some other way, was
framed for Vidal’s ‘death’ >
the lawyer added.



