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 M

ore than a 
y
ear h

as p
assed

 sin
ce t h

 e 
disappearance of 61 year old 
Jim

 T
h
o
m

p
so

n
, th

e A
m

eri-
can

 w
h

o
 ad

o
p

ted
 T

h
ailan

d
 

and m
ade a fortune from

 its 
hand-loom

ed s i 1 k. B
ut his 

legend continues to open up 
like a bed of m

orning glories. 
T

hom
pson w

as vacationing 
in re- C

am
eron H

ighlands of 
M

alaysia in A
pril, 1967, w

hen 
h
e w

en
t fo

r' a stro
ll in

 th
e 

ju
ig

ll an
d
 n

ev
er retu

rn
ed

. 
F

o
b
 N

re e k
 s th

e area w
as 

co
m

b
ed

 b
y
 p

o
lice an

d
 b

y
 

T
h
ai trib

esm
en

 attracted
 b

y
 

the $25,000 dead-or-alive re-
w

ard. 
A

t first, th
e assu

m
p
tio

n
 

w
as th

at T
h
o
m

p
so

n
 h

ad
 ei-

th
er,b

een
 k

id
n

ap
p

ed
 o

r h
ad

 
run 	

unexpected trouble 
irrth

iju
n

g
le. p

erh
ap

s fro
m

 a 
t
i
C

- B
oth theories now

 have 
b 	

w
 a m

p
e d

 b
y
 m

u
ch

 
Innre'exotic rum

ors. 	
, . 

T
h
e m

o
st p

ro
m

in
en

t h
y
-

p
o
il*

sis is th
at T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 

• 

h
ad

 v
ery

 carefu
lly

 arran
g
ed

 
his ow

n disappearance. 
A

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 h
*
 th

 
T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 h

ad
 g

o
t w

in
d
 th

at 
h
e w

as d
u
e to

 b
e ru

b
b
ed

 out 
by a group of highly placed 
T

hais 
a
n

d
 h

a
d

 slip
p

e
d

 th
e
 

c
o
u
n
try

 w
h
ile

 h
e
 still h

a
d
 

tim
e. 

T
h

e th
eo

ry
 is n

o
t all th

at 
lu

d
icro

u
s. W

ith
 h

is fo
rtu

n
e 

fro
m

 th
e silk

 trad
e, T

h
o
m

p
-

so
n
 h

ad
 p

u
t to

g
eth

er a p
rice-

less co
llectio

n
 o

f S
o

u
th

east 
A

sian art. 
T

hese treasures w
ere eyed 

w
ith envy not only by art col-

lecto
rs an

d
 d

ealers b
u
t b

y
 

sm
u

g
g
lers an

d
 co

rru
p
t g

o
v
-

ernm
ent officials. 
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upporting the theory that 
T

hom
pson disappeared vol-

u
n
tarily

 is th
e fact th

at th
e 

m
ost intensive search failed 

to turn up any clues. It is al-
m

o
st certain

 th
at n

o
 tig

er 
gobbled him

 up —
 tigers like 

th
eir m

eat slig
h
tly

 g
am

y
, 

an
d

 n
ev

er eat a v
ictim

 u
n

til 
after h

e o
r it h

as b
een

 d
ead

 

B
ey

o
n

d
 th

is, m
an

y
 M

alay
-

sian
s p

o
in

t to
 th

e cu
rio

u
s be-

havior of the aboriginal S
ak-

ai trib
esm

en
. T

h
o

u
g

h
 th

e re-
w

ard
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 m

o
re m

o
n
ey

 
th

an
 th

e w
h
o
le trib

e earn
s in

 
a g

en
eratio

n
, th

e S
ak

ai g
av

e 
u
p
 th

e
 se

a
rc

h
 a

fte
r th

re
e
 

d
ay

s —
 lead

in
g

 o
th

ers to
 th

e 
co

n
clu

sio
n
 th

at th
ey

 m
u
st 

h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 th

at T
h
o
m

p
so

n
 

w
as sim

p
ly

 n
o
t in

 th
e ju

n
g
le 

—
 dead or alive. 

T
U

G
-O

F-W
A

R
 

W
h
a
te

v
e
r h

a
p

p
e
n
e
d
 to

 
T

h
o
m

p
so

n
, th

e p
r ed

ic ted
 

tug-of-w
ar over his art treas-

ures is already lustily under 
w

ay. 
M

any sm
uggled T

hom
pson 

p
ieces h

av
e alread

y
 tu

rn
ed

 
u
p
 a

b
ro

a
d
, n

o
ta

b
ly

 in
 

m
u

seu
m

s in
 C

lev
elan

d
 an

d
 

P
hiladelphia. T

he pressure is 
in

ten
se, an

d
 it is en

tirely
 

probable that even if T
hom

p-
son is alive, the priceless art 
collection that caused him

 so 
m

uch trouble w
ill be gone by 

th
e tim

e h
e sh

o
w

s h
is face 

again. 
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 $25,000 rew
ard

 still is u
n
claim
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