
PRAGUE IS QUtIVED 
ON LOST AMERICAN 
Czechs Deny Holding Him 

and Pledge Wide Search 

By PETER GROSE 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 38—
The Czechoslovak Government 
today disclaimed knowledge of 
the whereabouts of Charles H. 
Jordan, an American official of 
a Jewish Telief organization 
who disappeared in Prague two 
nights ago. • 

United States officials said 
that the Czech Foreign Ministry 
denied that Mr. Jordan was 
unnder arrest or in custody and 
had given assurances that a 
police search of the entire 
country was underway. They 
reported having found no sign 
of him in the area of the cap-
ital. 

The United States charge 
d'affaires • in *Prague,:  Edward 
W. Burgess, went to the For-
eign Ministry this morning to 
ask that a full police report be 
made available to the United 
States Embassy as soon as pos-
sible. 

He was instructed to inform 
the Czech Government that 
the safety and whereabouts of 
Mr. Jordan were a subject of 
the -"greatest concern" of the 
Unites States Government. The 
authorities replied that they 
"fully appreciated" the gravity 
of the case. 

Pending further information, 
United States officials were un-
willing to draw any conclu-
sions about possible political 
implications of Mr. Jordan's 
disappearance. 

Agency Was Denounced 
The 59-year-old New Yorker 

is executive vice chairman of 
the American Joint Distribu-
tion Committee, known familiar 
ly as "Joint," which has long 
provided aid to Jews in North 
Africa, the Middle East and 
Europe. It has periodically been 
denounced in the Communist 
press as a "subversive Zionist 
agency." 

Mr. Jordan was traveling 
through Eastern Europe on 
Vacation..... Before arriving in 
CzechosloVakia on Monday, he 
and his wife -visited, Hungary 
and Rumania and expected to 
go on- to the Soviet Union. 

"Joint is no known to have 
any relief operations in Czechos-
lovakia, but Mr. Jordan re-
ported to have made contact 
with representatives of several 
local Jewish organizations be-
fore he vanished Wednesday 
night. 	• 

According to information re-
ceived here, Mr. Jord,a.n left 
his hotel at about 9;30 P.M., 
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Father to Refugees 
Charles Harold Jordan 

it' CONSIDER myself an 
I international civil serv-

ant," Charles Harold Jordan 
told an interviewer two years 
ago. "I go any place I am 
sent to and where the people 
may need me." 

Going where he is sent and 
where he is needed has 
meant traveling the face of 

the globe for 
Man much of his adult 

life for the 59- 
in the year-old man who 
News holds the titles of 

executive vice 
chairman and director 
general of the American 
Joint Distribution Commit-
tee, which helps needy •Jews 
overseas. On Wednesday, 
while vacationing prior to 
attending an international 
conference on Jewish mat-
ters next week in Israel, Mr. 
Jordan vanished in Prague. 

In 1941 Mr. Jordan began , 
his work with the Joint Di 
tribution Committee as di-
rector for the Caribbean 
area, with headquarters ' in , 
Havana. 

	to ration of hundreds or 
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After two years in the selves."  
Caribbean area Mr. jordan 	Jordan was appointed 
enlisted in the Navy and assistant director general of 
served as a pharmacist's the organization in 1951 and 
mate third class before re- became its director general 
joining the Joint Distribution in 1955. In addition to his 
Committee at the:-end of the work with the agency he has 
war as director of Far East-' been active in other organi- 
em activities. From head 	nations devoted to interne- 
quarters in Shanghai, he - tional social welfare. 
supervised a program,, of re-,- 	From 1959 to 1961, he 
lief, rehabilitation and mi.- 	served as cochairman of the 
gration for 15,000 European International Committeee for 
refugees. 	 World Refugee Year, which 

is sponsored by the United 
Nations. He was elected 
chairman of the governing 
board of the International 
Council of Voluntary Agen- 

dressed in slacks and a sport 
shirt. He told his wife he was 
going out to buy a newspaper. 
There has ben no sign of him 
since then. 	t  

Nephew Arrives in Prague 
■ Mr. Jordan's nephew, Paul 
Kaplan, a student at Marietta 
College in Ohio arrived in Pra- 

t

gue yesterday as previously ar-
ranged to join the vacation tour. 
He and Mrs. Jordan were re- 

19 Aug 67 

des at its creation in 1962 
and serves as chairman of its 
Commission on Refugees. 
Earlier this year he was 
elected chairman of the 
American Council of Volun-
tary Agencies for Foreign 
Service. 

Helps Form Organization 
In 1961, Mr. Jordan was 

instrumental in the creation 
of the International Council 
on Jewish Social and Welfare 
Services, which gave formal 
structure to the long-stand-
ing de facto cooperation 
among major Jewish welfare 
agencies working overseas. 
He still serves as executive 
secretary of the council. 

In 1965 Mr. Jordan was 
elected to the board of gov- 

, erfiors of the Paul Baerwald 
" School of Social Work of the 
Hebrew University in Jeru-
salewmo. T  

years earlier, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
awarded him its annual 
plaque in recognition of his 
services and those of the 
Joint Distribution Committee 
in behalf of refugees. 

The son of Hertha and .12. 
Alfred Jordan, Mr. Jordan 
was born in Philadelphia and 
attended the. University of 
Berlin and the Philadelphia 
and New York Schools of So-
cial Work. 

For diversion, he collects 
paintings, sculpture and 
stamps. 

Mr. Jordan and his wife, 
Elizabeth, who was ,traveling 
with him when he

, 
 vanished, 

live at 340 East 64th Street 
in New York. The Jar,: ans 
have no children.' 

,"Do I need children; of Tay 
own," he once asked in /ter-
viewer, "when I have.ffany 
thousands of them through- 
out the world?" 	." 

Yesterday a Cblieague 
summed up Mr. Jardan's atti-
tude toward his -career: "It's 
more than a job. ,It's devo-
tion and dedication." 

Officials here could find no 
information to link Mr, Jordan 
with any of these specifci cases, 
or any ties to previous police 
incidents involving Americans 
in Czechoslovakia. 

The United States Ambas-
sador to Czechoslovakia, Jacob 
D. Beam, was to return to 
Prague today after a short leave 
leave and is expected to make 
'a further representation to the 
Foreign Ministry tomorrow. 

In 1948 he moved to Paris 
to take charge of the Joint 
Distribution Committee's im-
migration department, over-
seeing the emigration and in:  

ported to have been questioned 
by the Czech police in the 
search for clues. 

Numerous incidents of har-
assments of Jews and Jewish 
organizations have been re-
ported recently in Czecho-
slovakia and other Eastern Eu-
ropean countries,, in the wake 
of the strongly pro-Arab stand 
taken by the Communist Gov-
ernments during the Arab-
Israeli war. 


