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in Suﬁpbrt of US. Policy

By ROBERT TRUMBULL
" - Speclal to The New York Times =

Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore
has. expressed a view on Viet-
nam that.is seldom heard in
public from other 1eade15 ‘of
non-Communist -Asia,  There
have been. indrcatlons that many
agree in private w1th what ‘the
vigorous young Socidlist’ polit:
cian, said here but ‘withhold a
similar open expression because
of domestic iconsiderations,

“The stakes [in Vietnam] are
very large,” Mr, Lee .declared;
while in' Japan last week to at-

ci-alist theoreticians. )
“What is happening inViet-

continued.
the same  forces ¥ that have
emasculated South Vietnara to
emasculate the whole region.” -

Rather than face a contin-
ued Communist threat to their
national integrity, Mr. Lee said,
the sensitive former colonxal
coun'tnes of Southeast Asia
“may very well prefer a perme-
nent American military pres-
ence.”

Judgmg U. 8. Credit

‘The - .“credit-worthiness” of
the United States, he added,
will. be judged by Southeast
Asians from now on “in the
proximity of promise and per-
formance”—~m other words, on
whether . Washington makes
good'its commitment.

. Mr. Lee’s statements put|

i

‘head 'of a Southeast Asian Gov-

ernment “in the smallest of the|
countries but one-that neverthe- i
less, s a key-‘territory in the|

‘region,

++The 43-year-old leader re-
called that he had helped to
fight off forces supservient “to

Pekmg that might have turned|
‘his' strategic island state into|
‘another Cuba” off the coastof|

Asia,

Mr. Tiee has still other cre-|

Singapore Leader’s Vietnam S tand‘E licits Ech‘nes
Other Asian Officials Cahcuf

TOKYO, March 28—Premier

tend a private seminar of So- |

nam cannot be repeated,” he|f
“We cannot allow |{§

forth convictions held by thel

Seldom H eard in Pablic

is one whose. expressions.in pri-
|vate have.been close to Prime

the Johnsoh pohcy.
| Mr. Sa’co .was reported by-a
/ quahfxed Americ

ings, failed to menti

pect o r. Sato’s eonversatio:
with Mr, Goldberg, A Japanesﬁ
Government spokesman dwelle
|instead, it appeared, on . Mr.
|Sato’s. routine observation thit

desirable.

political ‘spectrum in non-Chbm-
munist Asia, Prince Norodom
Sihanouk of neutralist Cambo-
dia has been quoted as %vmg
—lgiven thanks for the rican
Southeast Aslans. A brilli i |presence in  Southeast/ Asia,

‘hich £t d
young Cambridge-educated law. o Be o e enounces h

. ublic.
yer of Chinese ancestry, he pro-{% The

Associated Preks
Premier Lee Kuan Yew‘

outspoken ‘CAmbodian

is at times an astringent critic|Rave told Australian diplomats,

of the ‘West, partlcularly the|@xong others, that he is well:
Umte q States. : o re of the sa.lu;ary effect of}

Among the more experienced to the

But I.ee Kuan Yew’s Vzew Is ;

Preniiér Fisaku Sato of Ja.pan »

| | Minister Lee’s open support of

a. peacefil settlement was mqst ;

At the opposite end of thej:

fesses a neutralist ideology and|Chief of State is reported to|

leaders of non-Commumst Asia,

dentials as ‘a ‘spokesmrm for|
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