
 

SFC
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O
C

T
 is 

1971  

W
itn

e
s
s
e
s
 to

 a
 S

la
y
in

g
 

I observed th
e su

spect m
ove to th

e righ
t 

in
 a

 su
d
d
en

 m
o
vem

en
t, a

s if to
 strik

e th
e o

f-
ficer, an

d O
fficer L

ew
is raised h

is h
an

ds as if 
to

 w
a
rd

 o
ff a

 b
lo

w
 . . . a

n
d
 th

e w
eapon

 dis-
ch

arged. 
--P

atro
lm

an
 R

ich
ard

 T. O
akes 

W
h

ile th
ey w

a
s sea

rch
in

g
 C

la
ren

ce a
n

d
 

everyth
in

g
 th

e p
o
lice k

ick
ed

 h
im

 a
n

d
 h

e 
tu

rn
ed arou

n
d an

d said . . . 'M
an

, you
 didn

't 
h

a
ve to

 k
ick

 m
e' . . . th

en
 th

e p
o
lice p

o
p
p
ed

 
h

im
 on

 th
e h

ead w
ith

 th
e gu

n
 an

d stood back 
an

d sh
ot h

im
. 

--L
aV

ern
e B

ell, 16 





H
ere is a

p
p

ro
x
im

a
tely

 w
h

ere su
sp

ects, w
it-

n
esses an

d
 p

olice w
ere w

h
en

 C
laren

ce Joh
n

son
 

w
a
s sh

o
t: (A

) J
o
h

n
so

n
, 

(B
) 

F
ran

k
 G

reen
, (C

) 
R

ob
ert C

ald
w

ell, (D
) L

arry Jon
es, (E

) L
aV

ern
e 

B
ell, (F

) F
loren

ce G
ard

n
er, (G

) C
h

arles G
ard

-
n

et, (y
) K

aren
 M

u
rray, 

(I) 
B

etty S
tew

art, 
(J

) 

F
loren

ce S
m

ith
, (K

) K
ath

y W
illiam

s, (L
) Ju

a-
n

ita
 N

elso
n

, (M
) S

h
irley

 G
eeter, (N

) J
a
n

ice 
2
X

 H
a
ll, (1

) O
fficer R

ich
a
rd

 L
ew

is, (2
) S

er-
g
ea

n
t E

d
w

a
rd

 E
p

tin
g
, (3

) O
fficer S

tep
h

en
 

G
o
u

g
h

, (4
) O

fficer A
lla

n
 D

u
n

ca
n

, ,(5
) O

fficer 
R

ich
ard

 T
. -O

a
k

es, (6
) S

erg
ea

n
t E

d
w

a
rd

 M
. 

H
a
ck

et, (7
) O

fficer R
o
b

ert W
illia

m
s. T

h
e 

sta
tio

n
 w

a
g
o
n

 o
n

 th
e left w

a
s p

la
ced

 b
y
 T

h
e 

C
h

ro
n

icle in
 th

e a
p

p
ro

x
im

a
te sp

o
t w

h
ere th

e 
su

sp
ected

 b
u

rg
la

rs' ca
r p

a
rk

ed
. T

h
e a

u
to

 in
 

th
e m

id
d

le of th
e street rep

resen
ts th

e ap
p

rox- 
im

ate p
osition

 of on
e of th

e p
olice cars. 

H
u

n
ters P

o
in

t K
illin

g
 D

escrib
ed

 
B

y P
a
u
l A

very a
n
d
 M

itch
ell T

h
o
m

a
s 

C
o
p
yrig

h
t. 1

9
7
1
. T

h
e C

h
ro

n
icle P

itb
lib

h
in

g
 

S
om

ew
here, w

hether in the stilted offi-
cialese of the w

hite S
an F

rancisco policem
an 

—
R

ich
ard

 T
. O

ak
es—

o
r in

 th
e g

h
etto

 ac-
c
e
n
ts o

f a
 b

la
c
k
 H

u
n
te

rs P
o
in

t c
h
ild

-
- L

aV
ern

e B
ell —

 lie th
e facts ab

o
u
t th

e 
death of C

larence Johnson. 
A

 few
 basic details are undisputed: 

Johnson, a 32-year-old black handym
an 

w
ith, a m

inor police record, a father of tw
o, 

died suddenly on the w
arm

, sunny afternoon 
o
f O

cto
b
er 5

, face-d
o
w

n
 o

n
 a street in

 th
e 

spraw
ling, decaying housing project at H

unt-
ers P

o
in

t. 
H

e w
as k

illed
 b

y
 a sin

g
le sh

o
t th

ro
u
g
h
 

the head from
 the pow

erful .41 m
agnum

 re-
volver of police officer R

ichard L
ew

is, w
hite, 

28. 
B

ey
o
n
d
 th

o
se certain

ties, th
e tru

th
 b

e-
com

es elusive. P
olice say it w

as an accidental  

sh
o
o
tin

g
 o

f a b
u
rg

lary
 su

sp
ect, w

h
o
, th

ey
 

say, w
as resisting arrest. H

unters P
oint resi-

dents call it m
urder. 

T
here w

ere m
any w

itnesses. T
heir tan-

gled, conflicting stories are being sorted by 
squads of investigators, city, federal and pri-
vate. T

hey m
ay eventually have to be unrav-

elled in court. 
O

fficer L
ew

is h
asn

't b
een

 p
erm

itted
 to

 
tell his version publicly. C

larence Johnson—
he called him

self C
larence E

llis on occasion 
—

can't. 
A

ll that follow
s, then, is an account of 

how
 official police reports say the incident 

cam
e about, and of w

hat som
e of the w

itness-
es, policem

en and bystanders, say they saw
 

an
d
 h

eard
. 

A
t 5

:1
4
 p

.m
. o

n
 th

at T
u
esd

ay
, a p

o
lice 

rad
io

 d
isp

atch
er alerted

 sq
u
ad

 cars in
 th

e 
southeast district that there w

as a "459 (bur-
glary) in progress" at 99 R

eardon road in the 

H
unters P

oint H
ousing P

roject. 
T

he broadcast w
as based on telephoned 

inform
ation from

 tw
o sources: (1) a w

om
an 

w
h
o
 said

 sh
e w

as w
atch

in
g
 sev

eral y
o
u
n
g
 

b
lack

 m
en

 stealin
g
 a co

lo
r telev

isio
n
 set 

fro
m

 A
p
artm

en
t 1

2
3
, an

d
 (2

) o
fficers o

n
 

duty at the project police station at 725 K
irk-

w
o
o
d
 street w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 see, th
ro

u
g
h
 a w

in
-

dow
, an apparent burglary being executed. 
T

he radio reports during the next couple 
of m

inutes gave these details: four blacks in-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e alleg

ed
 b

u
rg

lary
 w

ere fleein
g
 

the scene in a red R
am

bler station w
agon; the 

car w
as trav

elin
g
 alo

n
g
 K

isk
a ro

ad
, ap

p
ar-

ently trying to leave the project area; one of 
the suspects w

as a "B
ubba C

aldw
ell." 

T
hree squad cars in the area sped to the 

scene. O
ne spotted the R

am
bler turning into 

R
eard

o
n
, a cu

l d
e sac, an

d
 th

e o
fficers, P

a-
trolm

en R
ichard O

akes, 28, and A
llan D

un- 
S
ee B

a
ck P

a
g
e 



RICHARD LEWIS 
His gun fired fatal shot 

From Page 1 

can, 21, turned on their flash-
ing red light and gave chase. 

"The station wagon went 
by me and then I saw the red 
lights and thought the police 
was after me," said Charles 
Gardner, a black warehouse-
man who was returning to 
his home at 99 Reardon after 
picking up his children at 
nursery school. "I pulled 
over and the police car went 
by and it stopped the station 
wagon. One officer jumped 
out and he aimed his gun at 
the men in the station wagon 
and told them to stay put." 

"F irst (the policemen) 
pulled their billy clubs out, 
and then they put them back 
and then they pulled their 
guns out," said another wit-
ness, Juanita Nelson, 18. 

Two other police cars then 
arrived on the winding, 
downhill, dead-end street to 
cover Oakes and Duncan. 

The first was a Crime Pre-
vention Company (Tactical 
Squad) unit with three offi-
cers. Sergeant Edward Ept-
ing, 51, and Patrolmen Rich-
ard Lewis, 28, and Stephen 
Gough, 25. 

The other was a Housing 
Authority police unit, with 
Sergeant Edward M. Hack-
ett, a black, and his partner, 
Patrolman Robert Williams, 
a white officer. 

SUSPECTS 
The two housing policemen 

stayed in their squad car. 
Oakes and Duncan took two 

of the suspects, Larry Jones, 
18, and Frank (Bubba) Cald-
well. 19, out of the car 
searched and handcuffed 
them, then put them in the 

CLARENCE JOHNSON 
A bullet in the head 

police car. 
"While Officer Gough gave 

us cover," Sergeant Epting 
relates, "Officer Lewis and 
myself moved toward the 

suspect vehicle." 
Epting went to the passen-

ger side and ordered Frank 
Green, 19, out. 

"He (Green) alighted from 
the car, and I kicked the 
door closed with my foot, 
told him to place his hands 

on the roof of the vehicle. He 
did so, and as I got him 

spread out in the acceptable 
searching position I then re-
turned my service revolver 
to the holster and proceeded 
to give him a rubdown for 
weapons. 

"At this time I also noticed 
Oficer Lewis over the roof of 
the car was taking the driver 
from the left front door of the 
suspect vehicl. 

"I told my suspect to put  

his left hand behind his back, 
which he did . . . I hand-
cuffed the left hand and was 
just telling him to put his 
right hand behind his back 
when . . ." 

ROOF 

Over the roof of the car, 
Epting could s e e Officer 
Lewis and Clarance Johnson. 
Johnson said something. 

A split second later, Lewis' 
weapon fired and the bullet 
tore through Johnson's head. 
He fell, dying, to the street. 

It was 5:24 p.m. Johnson 
was pronounced dead shortly 
after he was taken by ambu-
lance to Mission Emergency 
Hospital. 

The next morning an au-
topsy was performed by a 
coroner 's pathologist. It 
showed Johnson had been 
shot at point-blank range — a 
fact not in question. It also  

showed he had a blood-
alcohol count of .19. At the 
moment of his death, by le-
gal measurement, Clarence 
Johnson was drunk. 

There are two basic — and 
conflicting versions of what 
happened that afternoon at 
Hunters Point. 

Thirty tape-recorded state-
ments have been taken from 
those who claim they were 
eyewitnesses to the shooting. 
The six officers who were at 
the scene with Lewis gave 
statements to homicide 
inspectors at the Hall of Jus-
tice. The project witnesses 
told their stories to Harold 
Lipset, a white private inves-
tigator hired to investigate 
the incident. 

STORIES 
The Chronicle has heard 

these tapes. Here is how the 
major witnesses viewed the 
fatal event: 

Sergeant Epting said he 
had ordered the suspect in 
the right front seat of the sta-
tion wagon to get out, spread-
eagled him against the right 
side of the vehicle, and was 
in the process of searching 
and handcuffing him. 

"At this time," Epting 
said, "I also noticed Officer 
Lewis over the roof of the 
car was taking the driver 
from the left front door of the 
suspect vehicle . . . my atten-
tion was attracted by words 
on the other side of the car. 

" . . . I looked up when I 
heard the words to the effect, 
`Man —" something --- 

"I looked up. I saw the sus-
pect (Johnson) pull his --
I don't know whether he had 
his right hand on the roof of 



LaVERNE BELL 
'Popped him on the head' 

EDWARD EPTI NG 
'Impetus from ... thrust' 

STEPHEN GOUGH 
'Suspect swung around' 

ROBERT WILLIAMS 
Housing policeman 

KATHY WILLIAMS 
'The police kicked him' 

JOHNNIE STOKES 
'The cop just shot him ...' 

"There w a s no hassle whatsoever," she said. "There couldn't have been no 
hassle 'cause Clarence's hands was up like this on the car (demonstrating both hands on the car) . . ." 

She said she heard Johnson say, "'You're going to have to carry me out of here, you 
mother 	,' so when he said that, the police then went 'Bang!' and he was standing right up on Clarence and the 
bullet . . . hit the building, 'cause it went str aight through Clarence's head and when Clarence fell, Clarence 
fall back on the policeman. 

"The police took Clarence . 	_   

and, you know, kinda jerked him off of him and let him 
fall on the ground . . . I ran up to Clarence . . . every-
thing was just flowing out of his head ... 

"As soon as the policeman, he shot Clarence, he ran dead to his car." 
Mr s. Gardner said she went to the police car and told the officer, "You're not getting away with this. You killed him. It wasn't justice . . . He didn't say nothing . .. just held his head down." 
Housing Authority Ser-

geant Hackett: "I observed a suspect get out of the vehicle on the driver's side, at the orders of a police officer, and 

the car at the time or not. I saw his left hand was on the roof of the car, and I saw him swing violently back . . I saw him swing violently back at Officer Lewis. With his right . . . 
"And when he swung vio-lently back, I saw Officer Lewis come up with his right hand, at which time the serv-

ice revolver was still in his hand, and there was a colli-sion of arms, it appeared to me, there was a collision of arms, Officer Lewis' right arm o r hand-wrist area, which had the gun, and the 
suspect's right upper arm, it looked like to me, collided in the air, and I heard, what I didn't believe at the time . . . a discharge. 

"I thought that the roof of the car had been struck with a bottle, and this was the ap-parent discharge at the time and I saw, I sorta looked at Officer Lewis and he looked at me over the top of the car — the suspect dropped down — with a look of amazement on his face, and I'm sure I had the same. . ." 
CHILDREN 

Housewife Florence Gard-ner of 99 Reardon had just arrived at the, scene in a car driven by her husband, Charles. They had returned from picking up their chil-dren at nursery school. There were two older neigh-bor children in the car as well and they, too, saw the Ishooting. 



The bullet that killed Clarence Johnson went through his head, sped on through 
an open second-floor window in this Reardon road apartment, entered the ceil-
ing (top arrow), ricocheted off a steel beam and, finally, lodged in a kitchen 

cabinet door (lower arrow). 



 

moved, but his upper, his 
whole upper body did . . . His 
arms were going toward Offi-
cer Lewis' upper body . . . 

"Officer Lewis' reaction 
was to throw both hands up, 
in front of himself, to protect 
himself, and to push the sus-
pect back into position .. . 
"When Officer Lewis 

pushed, his service revolver 
was in his right hand, and it 
appeared to me to strike the 
suspect's right shoulder, and 
then go forward and hit him 
alongside the head ..." 

Housewife Johnnie Stokes: 
". . . he (Johnson) did NOT 
make a move and he did 
NOT move his hands from 
the car . . . I heard him say 
'mother ----' and the cop 
shot him . . . and his hands 
was still up atop the car and 
the cop just shot him ... 

"What I seen was the cop 
got irritated because the guy 
had cursed him. He (the po-
liceman) said, 'What you 
say?" and when he said 'say' 
that gun went off . . ." 

Patrolman 	Gough: 
". . . My feeling was that 
the suspect was either trying 
to knock Officer Lewis off 
balance and/or trying to go 
for Officer Lewis' revol-
ver . . ." 

Shirley Geeter, 20: 
". . . they had his hands up 
on the car, so the policeman 
kicked his legs. I don't know 
if hp was trying to make him 
open them but I know he 
kicked his leg, twice, so then 
everybody was saying, you 
know, he ain't got to kick 
him, so then that's when he 
(Johnson) turned to the side 
and he said something . . . 
and that's when the police 
shot him . . ." 

Sergeant Epting: ". . . I 
saw Officer Lewis come up, 
not with the gun aimed at the 
man, but the gun in his hand, 
the flat side of the gun com-
ing up in an attempt, it 
looked like to me, to force 
the man, to push him back 
against the vehicle . . ." 

Ruben McFaland, 10: 
". . . the man (Johnson) 
called him a 'dirty moth-
er ------' and then (Lewis) shot 
him in the head . . . and the 
police pushed him down . . ." 

Betty Stewart, 13: "He fell 
on the policeman and the po- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cross indicates the 
slaying site 

liceman pushed him off of 
him . . ." 

Sergeant Epting: ". . . . 
I observed the suspect (after 
he was shot) almost seem to 
continue his turn . . . toward 
Officer Lewis . . . and when 
I observed him laying on the 
ground he was laying the 
same way he had gathered 
the impetus for the turn . . . 
his feet were towards the 
car, which indicates he still 
had the impetus from this 
thrust he made at Officer 
Lewis . . ." 

Harriet Johnson, 19: " . . 
he (Johnson) had his hands 
against the car, and the po-
liceman say—I couldn't say 
what he said, and I seen him 
kick his feet, you know, I 
guess to tell him to kick his 
legs open, and then the next 
thing I know the dude lay on 
the ground, with blood come 
out of his head . . ." 

Janice 2X Hall, 20: a visi-
tor at Hunters Point that 
day: ". . . I went over and 
felt his pulse, and I didn't 
feel it, and so then his wife 
had heard his heartbeat and 
I felt his pulse again and I 
could feel it beating that 
time so I went in the house 
and called the ambulance." 

 

 

RUBEN McFALAND 
'Shot him in the head' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

place his hands on the top of 
the vehicle. 

"The officer then kicked 
he suspect's right f o o t, 
twice, and at this time the 
suspect turned his head to 
the right and a movement of 
lips were observed. Then he 
returned his head fbrward, 
and at this time the officer 
raised his pistol in his right 
hand and struck the vic . . . 
the suspect in the, in the 
area of the temple. And the 
gun discharged . . ." 

Kathy Williams, 14: ". . 
the police told him to spread-
eagle, you know, so then he 
was searching him and every-
thing and then after he got 
finished searching him the 
police kicked him and so 
Clarence turned around and 
said, 'What did you kick me 
for?' And then he just shot 
him in the head . . ." 

Florence Smith: "Just shot 
him down." 

Patrolman Duncan:  " . . . 
the driver made a quick, 
sharp, direct movement, to-
ward the, toward the right, 
towards the officer, at which 
time the officer proceeded to 
push the suspect back to the 
car, and his gun discharged." 

Karen Murray, 13: ". . . 
and he had his hands up on 
the car and I didn't hear 
what he said and then I could 
see the police put the gun up 
to his head and shoot him." 

Patrolman Gough: ". . . 
The suspect swung around .. 
. . . with both arms. I can't 
say that the suspect's feet 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 


