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I- 
C

-2
 I h

av
e b

een
 w

atch
in

g
 o

u
r h

ag
io

g
ra- 

C
)  phers at w

ork on G
eorge Jackson, and 

h
e's fin

ely
 tu

n
ed

 to
 th

eir p
u
rp

o
se—

y
o
u
n
g
, articu

late, b
lack

 an
d
, n

o
w

, a 
p

u
tativ

e m
arty

r. B
u

t I w
o

n
d

er if w
e 

can
 an

y
 lo

n
g

er affo
rd

 o
u

r m
y

th
s, o

u
r 

L
iv

es o
f S

ain
ts o

r o
u
r h

o
rro

r sto
ries, 

an
d

 if it's n
o

t im
p

erativ
e th

at w
e b

e-
g
in

 to
 tell each

 o
th

er th
e p

lain
 tru

th
. 

Jack
so

n
 d

id
 stan

d
 fo

r so
m

eth
in

g
. 

H
e p

lay
ed

 o
u
t o

n
ce ag

ain
 th

e b
leak

 
an

d
 ap

p
aren

tly
 h

o
p
eless d

ram
a o

f th
e 

in
d

iv
id

u
al v

ersu
s th

e S
tate. It's clear 

to
 m

e th
at h

e m
ean

t to
 p

u
t a b

lo
o

d
y

 
an

d
 fo

rg
ettab

le p
erio

d
 to

 th
e u

n
eq

u
al 

co
n

test. H
e w

asn
't ru

n
n
in

g
 an

y
w

h
ere 

w
hen he w

as shot—
there's no w

ay out 
d

o
w

n
 th

e h
ill to

w
ard

 w
h

ich
 h

e w
as 

heading. H
ow

 could he have hoped to 
scale a tw

enty-foot w
all? 

I k
n

o
w

 th
is b

ecau
se I sp

en
t m

an
y
 

y
ears in

 S
an

 Q
u

en
tin

 as a p
riso

n
er. 

I am
 in

tim
ately

 fam
iliar w

ith
 life an

d
 

d
eath

 in
 C

alifo
rn

ia p
riso

n
s, an

d
 b

e-
cau

se o
f th

e sp
ecial k

n
o

w
led

g
e th

is 
h

as g
iv

en
 m

e I am
 o

ften
 ap

p
alled

 at 
th

e m
istak

en
 assu

m
p

tio
n

s, ex
ag

g
era- 

tions, and, som
etim

es, outright lies on 
w

hich liberal and radical w
riters base 

th
eir cu

rren
t o

u
trag

e at p
riso

n
 co

n
d
i-

tions. 
A

t th
e
 risk

 o
f b

e
in

g
 th

o
u
g
h
t a

n
 

ap
o
lo

g
ist fo

r th
e C

alifo
rn

ia D
ep

art-
m

en
t o

f C
o
rrectio

n
s, I w

o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 
set d

o
w

n
 so

m
e co

n
sid

eratio
n

s w
h

ich
 

are b
ein

g
 g

lo
ssed

 o
v
er if co

n
sid

ered
 

at all. 
It is b

ein
g
 said

 th
at Jack

so
n
 w

as a 
political prisoner because he w

as sen-
ten

ced
 o

n
 a ch

arg
e fo

r w
h

ich
 a w

h
ite 

m
an

 o
f n

in
eteen

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e receiv
ed

 
p

ro
b

atio
n

. I'm
 in

clin
ed

 to
 ag

ree th
at 

th
ere are areas in

 C
alifo

rn
ia w

h
ere 

blacks are not treated im
partially, but 

th
e su

g
g
estio

n
 o

f sy
stem

atic p
o
litical 

p
reju

d
ice is ab

su
rd

. P
ro

b
atio

n
 is al-

w
ays a desperate gam

ble and robbery, 
even second-degree, is treated ginger. 
ly

. F
u

rth
er, Jack

so
n

 h
ad

 an
 ex

ten
siv

e 
ju

v
en

ile reco
rd

, an
d
 fo

r ro
b
b
ery

, an
d
 

h
ad

 alread
y
 serv

ed
 tim

e in
 th

e C
ali-

fornia Y
outh A

uthority. 
T

h
e
 se

c
o
n
d
 le

g
 o

f th
e
 p

o
litic

a
l-

p
riso

n
er h

y
p
o
th

esis is th
e ab

n
o
rm

al 
length of Jackson's confinem

ent. Jack-
son w

ould have been eligible for parole  

w
ith

in
 a y

ear, an
d

, if h
is p

riso
n

 rec-
o

rd
 h

ad
 b

een
 sim

p
ly

 av
erag

e, w
o

u
ld

 
h
av

e b
een

 p
aro

led
 at th

e en
d
 o

f th
ree 

y
ears, p

o
ssib

ly
 fo

u
r. H

e co
u

ld
 h

av
e 

been som
ething of a disciplinary prob-

lem
 and still been out in five. 

It's p
o
ssib

le to
 slip

 th
ro

u
g
h
 S

an
 

Q
uentin as a gray shadow

 and you are 
caught in the w

orks of som
e m

indless 
autom

ated factory—
after a certain pe-

rio
d
, n

o
t k

n
o
w

in
g
 w

h
at else to

 d
o
, it 

d
isg

o
rg

es y
o
u
. T

h
is is assu

m
in

g
 y

o
u
 

w
an

t o
u

t. N
o

t all p
riso

n
ers d

o
, o

r, 
rath

er, freed
o
m

 is n
o
t th

eir p
rio

rity
. 

B
ut now

 w
e are exam

ining a function 
of choice. It's possible to im

agine that 
Jack

so
n

 d
ro

v
e h

im
self ag

ain
st th

e 
prison, the sym

bol of a hated and alien 
so

ciety
, as a rev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 act, b

u
t I 

h
av

e w
itn

essed
 sim

ilar reb
ellio

n
s b

y
 

w
h

ite p
riso

n
ers th

at ro
se o

u
t o

f n
o

th
-

ing m
ore than a sm

ouldering hatred of 
all authority. A

ssum
ing Jackson's ac-

tio
n
s w

ere rev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 in
 n

atu
re, 

w
h
at w

ere th
e p

riso
n
 o

fficials su
p
-

posed to do—
perm

it his protest? P
er-

m
it h

im
 to

 k
ill? W

h
at o

f th
o
se o

th
er 

deaths? W
ere the C

alifornia authorities 
so

 set o
n
 Jack

so
n
's m

u
rd

er th
at th

ey
  

k
illed

 fiv
e o

th
er m

en
 to

 co
v
er th

eir 
tracks? H

ow
 can this be m

ade credita-
b
le? Y

et clearly
 th

o
se fiv

e co
rp

ses 
w

ere no obstacle to those w
ho accept-

ed
 th

e th
eo

ry
 o

f Jack
so

n
's m

u
rd

er. 
E

qually, w
hy isn't it considered that 

th
o

se m
en

 w
h

o
 ro

se u
p

 to
 d

em
an

d
 

th
eir rig

h
ts at A

ttica h
ad

 n
ev

er b
een

 
so

 d
elicate ab

o
u
t th

e rig
h
ts, th

e p
ro

p
-

erty and even the lives of others? W
hy 

isn't it noted that their play-acting and 
posturing, the im

m
ediate form

ation of 
a m

ilitary organization in their ranks, 
lo

o
k

s lik
e n

o
th

in
g

 so
 m

u
ch

 as an
 at- • 

tem
p
t to

 co
p
y
 th

at w
h
ich

 th
ey

 so
 b

it-
terly protested? 

Jack
so

n
's fate, th

e fate o
f th

o
se at 

A
ttica an

d
 p

riso
n
ers th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t o

u
r 

country is dreadful and it cries out for 
re

fo
rm

, b
u
t to

 d
isto

rt fa
c
t, to

 e
n
-

co
u
rag

e false m
y
th

 d
o
es n

o
t co

rrect 
an

 ev
il, b

u
t' o

n
ly

 creates an
o
th

er. W
e 

should suspect any m
artyr as m

uch as 
w

e sh
o
u
ld

 su
sp

ect o
u
r n

eed
 to

 h
av

e 
him

. 

M
alcolm

. B
raly, 

w
ho 

served
 tim

e 
in 

S
an Q

uetnin, for burglary, is the author 
o

f "O
n

 th
e Y

d
rd

" an
d

 o
th

er 
novels. 


