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7
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S
o

led
ad

 co
lu

m
n

 b
rin

g
s p

ro
tests, an

 effo
rt to

 exp
lain

 
S 	

S 	
ts.1 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 Follow

ing the bloody 
outburst of violence at S

an Q
uentin pris-

on last m
onth, I w

rote in this space that 
m

an
y
 p

erso
n
s p

ro
b
ab

ly
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e-
lieve the official explanation of G

eorge 
Jackson's death, but w

ould assum
e w

ith 
h
is m

o
th

er th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 "set u
p
." I 

w
ro

te also
 th

at th
e "w

an
to

n
 d

estru
ctio

n
 

of hum
anity" exem

plified by the life and 
d
eath

 o
f G

eo
rg

e Jack
so

n
, if allo

w
ed

 to
 

go on, w
ould "consum

e us all." 
A

n
 o

u
tp

o
u
rin

g
 o

f m
ail h

as sin
ce ac-

cused m
e of all sorts of sins —

 including 
so

m
e o

f th
o
se w

h
o
 so

 ad
m

ired
 Jack

so
n
 

th
at th

ey
 in

sist h
is h

u
m

an
ity

 w
as n

o
t 

destroyed but enhanced by his harsh ex-
p
erien

ce. B
u
t m

o
st letters an

d
 ev

en
 

so
m

e ed
ito

rials h
av

e accu
sed

 m
e o

f 
ch

arg
in

g
 th

at Jack
so

n
's d

eath
 w

as "set 
u
p
" b

y
 th

e au
th

o
rities. O

f co
u
rse, I d

id
 

not, and w
ould not, do that w

ithout any 
supporting evidence. 

A
nother principal accusation is that in 

w
ritin

g
 th

at Jack
so

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 im

p
ris-

o
n
e
d
 "a

t 1
9
 fo

r o
n
e
 y

e
a
r to

 life
 fo

r 
co

n
fessin

g
 to

 a $
7
0
 ro

b
b
ery

," I w
as 

g
u
ilty

 o
f u

n
d
erstatin

g
 h

is crim
in

al re-
cord. 

M
ay

b
e so

. A
t ag

e 1
5
, h

e attem
p
ted

 a 
d
ep

artm
en

t sto
re b

reak
-in

 fo
r w

h
ich

 h
e 

w
as shot tw

ice by policem
en and served 

a year in the P
aso R

obles youth facility. 
A

t 16, he w
as accused of num

erous rob-
b
e
rie

s in
 K

e
rn

 C
o
u
n
ty

, C
a
lif., b

u
t 

claim
ed

 to
 h

av
e p

lead
ed

 g
u
ilty

 to
 o

n
e 

only to escape being charged w
ith others 

h
e "k

n
ew

 n
o
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t." H

e escap
ed

 
fro

m
 th

e
 c

o
u
n
ty

 ja
il, a

n
d
 la

te
r w

a
s 

ch
arg

ed
 w

ith
 p

articip
atin

g
 in

 th
e $

7
0
 

gas-station robbery. 
O

f th
at ch

arg
e, h

e w
ro

te in
 1

9
7
0
 in

 a 
b
rief au

to
b
io

g
rap

h
ical sk

etch
 fo

r h
is 

/0
 S

C
P

 7
/ 

T
o

m
 W

icker 
book, P

rison L
etters: "I accepted a deal 

—
 I ag

reed
 to

 co
n
fess an

d
 sp

are th
e 

co
u
n
ty

 co
u
rt co

sts in
 retu

rn
 fo

r a lig
h
t 

co
u
n
ty

 jail sen
ten

ce. I co
n
fessed

 b
u
t 

w
h
en

 tim
e cam

e fo
r sen

ten
cin

g
 th

ey
 

tossed m
e into the penitentiary w

ith one 
to life. 

"T
hat w

as in 1960. I w
as 18 years old. 

I've been here ever since." 
T

h
at is th

e en
tire reco

rd
 th

at o
n
e co

l-
u
m

n
ist called

 "as lo
n
g
 as y

o
u
r arm

," 
and for it Jackson served about 12 years 
in

 p
riso

n
, m

o
re th

an
 sev

en
 in

 so
litary

 
confinem

ent. If anything, detailing this 
reco

rd
 o

f "crim
e an

d
 p

u
n
ish

m
en

t" em
-

p
h
asizes h

o
w

 sen
selessly

 an
d
 b

ru
tally

 
so

ciety
 reacted

 at ev
ery

 tu
rn

 to
 Jack

-
so

n
's early

 tran
sg

ressio
n
s; m

o
reo

v
er, it 

is still d
o
in

g
 so

, ev
ery

 d
ay

, in
 o

th
er 

cases, an
d
 tu

rn
in

g
 th

o
u
san

d
s o

f y
o
u
n
g
 

offenders into hardened crim
inals. 

If th
at is n

o
t "w

an
to

n
 d

estru
ctio

n
 o

f 
hum

anity," w
hat is it? 

It is also
 ap

p
aren

t fro
m

 m
y
 co

rre-
spondence that m

any persons do not re-
alize th

at G
eo

rg
e Jack

so
n
 an

d
 th

e tw
o
 

other "S
oledad B

rothers" w
ere only ac-

cused —
 never convicted —

 of killing a 
g
u
ard

 at S
o
led

ad
 p

riso
n
. In

 fact, th
eir 

trial w
as to have resum

ed only tw
o days 

after th
e S

an
 Q

u
en

tin
 k

illin
g
s, an

d
 th

e 
c
irc

u
m

sta
n
c
e
s in

 w
h
ic

h
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
charged by the S

oledad authorities —
 six 

d
ay

s after th
e g

u
ard

's d
eath

 —
 raised

 
m

any questions as yet unansw
ered. 

B
ut the prim

ary charge in alm
ost every 

critical letter I receiv
ed

 w
as th

at I h
ad

 
sh

o
w

n
 n

o
 co

n
cern

 fo
r th

e o
th

er m
en

  

k
illed

 at S
an

 Q
u
en

tin
, p

articu
larly

 th
e 

w
h
ite g

u
ard

s. H
ere are ex

cerp
ts fro

m
 a 

letter I have w
ritten to a thoughtful cor-

respondent w
ho m

ade that accusation: 
"It is m

ost interesting to m
e how

 m
any 

p
eo

p
le —

 fro
m

 th
o
se w

h
o
 are literate 

an
d
 ex

p
erien

ced
, as y

o
u
 are, to

 th
o
se 

w
ho are alm

ost illiterate and hate-filled 
an

d
 p

ath
etic in

 th
eir v

en
o
m

 —
 h

av
e 

w
ritten

 to
 say

 th
at m

y
 sy

m
p
ath

y
 w

as 
m

isplaced and should have been for the 
d
ead

 g
u
ard

s, th
at I sh

o
u
ld

 sp
ecifically

 
have w

ritten about them
, or about —

 for 
instance —

 the couple recently m
urdered 

in
 th

eir can
d
y
 sto

re in
 B

ro
o
k
ly

n
. I b

e-
liev

e th
is is sy

m
b
o
lic o

f so
m

eth
in

g
 

th
at is co

rro
d
in

g
 u

s: w
e are n

o
t w

illin
g
 

to
 face u

p
 to

 th
e tru

e p
ro

b
lem

s o
f o

u
r 

life and tim
es but only to the sym

ptom
s 

an
d
 su

rface co
n
seq

u
en

ces. (A
s, fo

r in
-

stan
ce, w

e are m
ak

in
g
 a h

u
e an

d
 cry

 
about the horrors of busing pupils to inte-
g
rate sch

o
o
ls —

 far m
o
re h

u
e an

d
 cry

 
th

an
 ev

er w
as h

eard
 ab

o
u
t seg

reg
ated

 
schools.) 

"B
u
t I in

sist I w
as n

o
t w

ritin
g
 ab

o
u
t 

th
e d

ead
 g

u
ard

s . . . o
r th

e B
ro

o
k
ly

n
 

candy store. I w
as trying as best I could 

to
 g

et at th
e tru

e p
ro

b
lem

 —
 an

d
 I said

 
in m

y article that it w
as m

ore im
portant 

to face up to the life of G
eorge Jackson 

th
an

 to
 h

is d
eath

. T
h
e tru

th
 o

f th
at life 

is w
h
a
t c

a
u
se

d
 th

e
 d

e
a
th

 o
f th

o
se

 
g
u
ard

s, ju
st as m

u
ch

 as it cau
sed

 th
is 

d
e
a
th

 o
f Ja

c
k
so

n
 h

im
se

lf, ju
st a

s it 
stead

ily
 d

estro
y
s so

 m
u
ch

 o
f o

u
r co

m
-

m
on hum

anity. 
"T

o
 g

riev
e fo

r th
e g

u
ard

s . . . b
u
t n

o
t 

to
 face th

e tru
th

 o
f w

h
at o

u
r so

ciety
 

d
o
es to

 h
u
m

an
 b

ein
g
s lik

e G
eo

rg
e Jac*

 
so

n
 —

 an
d
 b

y
 th

e th
o
u
san

d
s —

 is ,t0
 

w
orry about sym

ptom
s and surface con-

sequences and not about root causes. .,„ 
"S

o
 I m

u
st tell y

o
u
 th

at, N
o
, I can

n
o
t 

b
e m

o
re 'ev

en
h
an

d
ed

,' as y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

' 
w

ish
; I w

ill g
o
 o

n
, as lo

n
g
 as I can

, 
try

in
g
 to

 g
et to

 th
e co

re o
f th

in
g
s, as 

b
est I can

. I freely
 co

n
ced

e a lim
ite0

 
ability in that regard." 
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