
L
o
s A

n
g
eles F

ree P
ress 	

S
ep

tem
b

er 3
, 1

9
7

1
 

H
e is w

ith us today saying, 'R
ise up and w

alk' 

G
eorge Jack

son
's m

u
rd

er, 

th
e reign

 of terror at S
an

 Q
u

en
tin

, 

h
is tearfu

l fu
n

eral 

an
d

 th
e w

ave of rep
risals th

at follow
ed

 

K
A

R
E

N
 W

A
L

D
 

T
h
e w

eek
 b

etw
een

 th
e assassin

atio
n
 

of G
eorge Jack

so
n
 o

n
 A

u
g
u
st 2

1
 an

d
 

h
is rev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 fu
n
eral A

u
g
u
st 2

8
 

w
as o

n
e filled

 w
ith

 co
n
fu

sio
n
, p

ain
, 

to
rtu

re an
d
 b

lo
o
d
sh

ed
, w

ith
 P

riso
n
 

A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 (ev

erch
an

g
in

g
) lies, 

a
n
d
 w

ith
 p

a
in

fu
lly

 sm
u
g
g
le

d
-o

u
t 

tru
th

s fro
m

 th
e p

riso
n
ers. It w

as also
 

filled
 w

ith
 ju

d
icial in

d
ifferen

ce, leg
al 

w
ran

g
lin

g
s an

d
 m

ass d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s. 

It w
a
s a

 w
e
e
k
 b

o
th

 o
f te

a
rs a

n
d
 

rev
o

lu
tio

n
ary

 resp
o
n
se, w

ith
 p

eo
p

le 
d
em

an
d
in

g
 in

v
estig

atio
n
s an

d
 an

 en
d
 

to
 to

rtu
re-rev

en
g
e. 

F
o
r th

re
e
 d

a
y
s
 a

fte
r G

e
o
rg

e
 

Jack
so

n
 w

as g
u

n
n

ed
 d

o
w

n
 in

sid
e th

e 
S

an
 Q

u
en

tin
 p

riso
n
 w

alls, n
o

 w
o
rd

 
cam

e o
u
t to

 h
elp

 p
eo

p
le u

n
d
erstan

d
 

w
h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
. T

h
ere w

ere o
n
ly

 
th

e p
ro

n
o
u
n
cem

en
ts o

f S
an

 Q
u
en

tin
 

W
ard

en
s N

elso
n
 an

d
 P

ark
, an

d
 C

alif. 
D

ep
t. o

f C
o
rrectio

n
s ch

ief R
ay

m
o
n
d
 

P
ro

c
u
n
ie

r. N
o
 o

n
e
 w

h
o
 k

n
e
w

 th
e
 

S
o

led
ad

 B
ro

th
ers, o

r G
eo

rg
e (th

ro
u

g
h

 
h

is w
ritin

g
s) o

r w
as fam

iliar w
ith

 th
e 

p
en

al in
stitu

tio
n
s o

f th
is co

u
n
try

, w
as 

d
isp

o
sed

 to
 b

eliev
e th

em
, ev

en
 if th

eir 
sto

rie
s h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 c

o
n
siste

n
t a

n
d
 

reaso
n

ab
le. B

u
t th

ey
 w

ere n
o
t. 

A
sso

c. W
ard

en
 Jam

es W
. L

. P
ark

 
h
eld

 a series o
f p

ress co
n
feren

ces. O
n
 

th
e first d

ay
 w

e "learn
ed

" th
at a g

u
n
 

o
r g

u
n
s h

ad
 b

een
 sm

u
g
g
led

 in
to

 th
e 

p
riso

n
, le

a
d
in

g
 to

 a
 m

a
ssiv

e
 ja

il 
b
re

a
k
 a

tte
m

p
t, in

 w
h
ic

h
 G

e
o
rg

e
 

Ja
c
k
so

n
 w

a
s k

ille
d
, a

lo
n
g
 w

ith
 3

 
g
u
ard

s an
d
 2

 w
h
ite in

m
ate tru

stees. 
T

h
e g

u
n
s w

ere su
sp

ected
 o

f h
av

in
g
 

b
een

 b
ro

u
g
h
t in

 o
n
 a to

u
rist b

u
s, o

r 
w

ith
 a v

isito
r o

r "o
n
e o

f th
o
se rad

ical 
law

y
ers." 

In
 th

e d
ay

s th
at fo

llo
w

ed
, it w

as  

s
ta

te
d

 b
y

 p
ris

o
n

 o
ffic

ia
ls

 a
n

d
 

d
u
tifu

lly
 p

rin
ted

 as th
e "real, in

sid
e 

sto
ry

" b
y
 th

e straig
h
t p

ress, th
at a 9

 
m

m
 g

u
n

 h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

 sm
u

g
g

le
d

 in
to

 
G

eo
rg

e b
y
 a y

o
u
n
g
 atto

rn
ey

, S
tev

e 
B

in
g
h
am

. W
h
en

 p
eo

p
le p

o
in

ted
 to

 th
e 

h
eav

y
 search

 o
f b

o
th

 v
isito

rs (th
ey

 
m

u
st h

av
e all p

o
ssessio

n
s ch

eck
ed

 
w

h
ile th

ey
 g

o
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a m

etal d
etec-

to
r) a

n
d
 in

m
a
te

s (w
h
o
 a

re
 strip

-
search

ed
 o

n
 leav

in
g
 an

d
 reen

terin
g
 

th
e
 so

-c
a
lle

d
 A

d
ju

stm
e
n
t C

e
n
te

r), 
W

ard
en

 P
ark

 su
g
g
ested

 th
e g

u
n
 cam

e 
in

 in
sid

e
 a

 ta
p
e
 re

c
o
rd

e
r. It w

a
s 

sm
u

g
g

le
d

 b
a
c
k

 in
 G

e
o

rg
e
's lo

n
g

, 
A

fro
-sty

le
 h

a
ir. T

h
e
 n

e
x
t d

a
y
, o

f-
fic

ia
ls re

p
o
rte

d
 th

a
t G

e
o
rg

e
 h

a
d
 

lately
 tak

en
 to

 w
earin

g
 a tig

h
t k

n
it 

cap
 at th

e b
ack

 o
f h

is h
ead

, an
d

 th
e 

g
u
n
 w

as h
id

d
en

 h
alf in

sid
e th

e cap
 

an
d
 h

alf in
 h

is h
air, b

u
t w

as sp
o
tted

 
b
y
 a g

u
ard

. S
till n

o
t b

eliev
ed

, th
ey

 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 th

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 d

a
y
 to

 a
n
-

n
o
u
n
ce th

ey
 h

ad
 d

isco
v
ered

 an
 A

fro
 

w
ig

 flu
sh

ed
 d

o
w

n
 a to

ilet —
 clearly

 
th

e m
ean

s b
y
 w

h
ich

 G
eo

rg
e h

ad
 h

id
-

d
e
n
 th

e
 g

u
n
. T

h
e
 

S
a
n
 F

ra
n
cisco

 
C

hronicle 
o
n
 F

rid
a
y
 re

p
o
rte

d
 th

e
y
 

h
ad

 p
u
rch

ased
 an

 id
en

tical 9
m

m
 g

u
n
 

an
d
 h

ad
 a b

lack
 m

o
d
el try

 to
 h

id
e th

e 
g
u
n
 b

e
n
e
a
th

 a
 w

ig
. A

t firs
t it 

w
o
u
ld

n
't fit. W

h
e
n
 h

e
 fin

a
lly

 
rem

o
v
ed

 th
e w

ig
 an

d
 w

ith
 g

reat d
if-

ficu
lty

 fo
rced

 it b
ack

 o
n
to

 h
is h

ead
 

w
ith

 th
e
 g

u
n
 in

sid
e
, th

e
 -C

hm
nicle 

re
p
o
rte

d
 th

e
 "w

ig
 w

a
s o

b
v
io

u
sly

 
ask

ew
 an

d
 w

ith
 ev

ery
 step

 h
e to

o
k
 

th
e
 g

u
n
 w

o
b
b
le

d
 d

a
n
g
e
ro

u
sly

, 

b
rin

g
in

g
 h

is h
an

d
s in

stin
ctiv

ely
 to

 h
is 

h
e
a
d
."

 T
h
e
 

C
h
ro

n
icle 

o
b
serv

ed
 

w
ith

o
u
t co

m
m

en
t th

at if th
e p

riso
n
's 

v
ersio

n
 w

ere tru
e, •Jack

so
n
 w

o
u
ld

 
h
av

e to
 h

av
e w

alk
ed

 5
0
 y

ard
s u

n
d
er 

th
e ey

es o
f a g

u
ard

 u
n
til h

e reach
ed

 
th

e
 A

d
ju

stm
e
n
t C

e
n
te

r, w
ith

o
u
t 

h
av

in
g
 th

e g
u
n
 o

b
serv

ed
. 

O
n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, th
e W

ard
en

 calm
ly

 an
-

n
o
u
n
ced

 th
at th

e -g
u
n
 w

as n
o
t, after 

a
ll, a

n
 8

1/2
 itich

 S
p

an
ish

 A
stra M

-
6
0
0
, a

s h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 re

p
o
rte

d
, b

u
t in

-
stead

 a m
u

ch
 sm

aller, sim
ilar ty

p
e o

f 
g
u
n
. H

e d
id

 n
o
t ex

p
lain

 w
h
y
 o

fficials 
h
ad

 g
iv

en
 su

ch
 a sp

ecific erro
n
eo

u
s 

rep
o
rt p

rev
io

u
sly

. E
v
en

 stran
g
er w

as 
th

e
 fa

c
t th

a
t w

h
e
n
 th

e
 g

u
n
 w

a
s 

d
e
sc

rib
e
d
, it w

a
s d

e
c
la

re
d
 to

 h
a
v
e
 

b
e
e
n

 p
u

rc
h

a
se

d
 b

y
 B

la
c
k

 P
a
n

th
e
r 

L
an

d
o
n
 W

illiam
s tw

o
 y

ears ag
o
, ac-

co
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e g

u
n
's serial n

u
m

b
er. 

T
h
e w

ard
en

 d
id

 n
o
t state w

h
eth

er th
e 

g
u

n
 h

e d
escrib

ed
 o

n
 S

u
n

d
ay

 w
as also

 
p
u
rch

ased
 b

y
 W

illiam
s. A

 n
u
m

b
er o

f 
p
eo

p
le, in

clu
d
in

g
 M

ark
 A

llen
 o

f th
e 

P
o
litical P

riso
n
ers S

o
lid

arity
 C

o
m

-
m

itte
e
, h

a
d
 p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t th

e
 

v
a
rio

u
s p

o
lic

e
 d

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
ts h

a
d
 a

 
huge arsenal of guns confiscated from

 
P

an
th

ers in
 th

e last few
 y

ears, w
h
ich

 
th

ey
 co

u
ld

 easily
 p

lan
t o

n
 G

eo
rg

e if 
th

ey
 so

 d
esired

. L
an

d
o

n
 W

illiam
s h

as 
b
een

 in
 p

riso
n
 in

 C
o
lo

rad
o
 fo

r tw
o
 

y
ears; it is m

o
re lik

ely
 th

at th
e p

o
lice 

h
ad

 L
an

d
o
n
's g

u
n
s th

an
 th

at h
e d

id
 

in
 A

u
g

u
st o

f th
is y

ear. 
T

h
e
 first v

e
rsio

n
 o

f S
a
tu

rd
a
y
's 

ev
en

ts fro
m

 th
e p

riso
n
ers cam

e w
h
en

 



pnaluttottarn 
Z. . 7 . 

TI: tutorial rtrutr' ts 
for 

6rorge Jarksun 
Nirth Marling, Black fanintr farad 

911t 

Date of Birth: 
September 23, 1941 

Date of Death : 
August 21, 1971 

	

e 	• 

	

riser or 	ertttre 

.0. 	.0. 
Recorded Statement of George Jackson 

Song 	  

Father Earl Neil 

Song 	  

Poem 	  Read by Masai Hewitt 
Minister of Education 
Black Panther Party 

Message 	  by Bobby Seale 
Chairman, Black Panther Party 

Song 	  Elaine Brown 
Black Panther Party 

Statement 	P. Newton 
Servant of the Hu e People 

ple   

Black Panther Party 

Song 	  Elaine Brown 
Black Panther Party 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 
+ 

Jonathan Jackson 

Hugo Pinell 

Ruchell Magee 

Fleets Drumgo 

John Clutchette 

And All Revolutionary Brothers in the 
Prison Camps Across America 

"If we must die let it not be like hogs, 
hunted and pinned in an inglorious spot, 
while around us bark the mad and hungry dogs 
making their mock at our accursed lot; 
If we must die then let us nobly die, 
so that our precious blood may not be shed in vain. 
Then even the monsters we defy 
shall be constrained 
to honor us though dead. 

We kinsmen must meet the common foe, 
though far outnumbered, let us show us brave, 
and for their thousand blows, 
deal one death blow. 
What though before us lies the open grave, 
like men we'll face the murderous pack, 
pressed to the wall, dying, 
but fighting back." 

— Claude McKay 



Fleeta and John, the two surviving 
Soledad Brothers, were brought to 
court on Tuesday. They had been 
prevented by prison authorities from 
appearing at their scheduled hearing 
on Monday, and it took a court order 
to get them there. Their attorneys 
said this was because they were still 
beating them on Monday. Fleeta and 
John, scarred from beatings, burned 
with cigarettes, suffering from inter-
nal injuries — for prison guards are 
well-trained in the art of giving 
beatings designed to be invisible ex-
ternally — were also suffering from 
the mental torture inflicted on all the 
Adjustment Center inmates since 
Saturday — the constant death 
threats by the guards. Nevertheless, 
they brought with them a hand-
written affidavit, signed by all 277in-
mates involved in Saturday's events, 
daring to tell the truth Of what had 
happened. Even before their 
statement was read to the press (the 
judge refused to allow their attorneys 
to present it to the court), Fleeta and 
John had told the people on the other 
side of the bullet-proof screen 
dividing the courtroom that George 

Jackson had been cold-bloodedly 
murdered. "He was shot in the back," 
said John, "and when they saw he 
still wasn't dead, they shot him in the 
head." 

In their discussions with their 
lawyers, John Clutchette and Fleeta 
Drumgo further elaborated Satur-
day's incidents. They stated that they 
knew something was wrong earlier 
because the guards had begun' inex-
plicably moving people from the 
second and third .tiers to the first 
When they had everyone they wanted 
on the first tier, they ordered them 
out When the firing began, George 
Jackson, knowing that the guards' 
principal aim was to murder him, ran 
out the open door to the courtyard, to 
draw the fire of the guards on himself 
and thus spare the other prisoners. 
The yard — which is normally sealed 
shut by a heavy door that can be 
unlocked only from the outside -
provides absolutely no possibility of 
escape. It is surrounded by a 20 foot 
wall mounted with expert marksmen 
guards in watchtowers. There is no 
spot in the yard where a person is not 
exposed to the gunsites of the guards'  

rifles. 
When Fleeta and John reappeared 

in court Thursday, two days later, 
they reported they had been beaten 
and burned with cigarettes again 
when they returned to prison on 
Tuesday. Fleeta, visible trembling 
the entire time he was in the cour-
troom. sent "last messages" to friends 
and supporters, requesting them to 
carry out specific tasks if he should 
never see them again. 

Fleeta's mother fled the courtroom 
crying. Soon after, Mrs. Maxwell, 
John Clutchette's mother, began 
crying uncontrollably, calling the un-
feeling, unyielding judge a series of 
epithets. No bailiff moved to quiet 
her, nor to ask her to leave. Instead, 
the SF Tactical Squad, standing 
helmeted with clubs ready at the 
back of the sealed spectators' section 
of the courtroom, waded in with clubs 
flailing. Although most of the people 
who moved around Mrs. Maxwell to 
keep her from being dragged out were 
black women, it was two black men 
whom the Tac Squad and Sheriff's 
deputies chose to attack. They began 
one of the longest, most vicious and 

most bloody beatings ever witnessed • 
in a demonstration or riot — not to 
mention inside a courtroom where the 
handful of people and reporters were 
totally sealed off from anyone but 
themselves. For. long moments the 
Tac Squad beat Phil Price as he lay 
on the ground, bending his leg over a 
chair and slamming e. club iin the leg• 
repeatedly, trying to break it. Then 
the Sheriff's deputies movec.I „h, lif- 
ting Phil to his feet, slamming his 
already profusely 'bleeding had 
repeatedly, then forcing him against 
a wall where they continued the 
beating. Marty Price, Phil's 'older 
brother, was being choked around the 
neck with a Tac Squad club, •but he 
wasn't beaten as was Phil. Instead, 
both were dragged inside to a prison 
holding cell, where the guards forced 
Marty to watch as his younger 
brother was clubbed and beaten some 
more. When they finished, an officer 
said, "We need some injured men" 
and several officers wiped their 
hands in Phil's blood, rubbed it on 
their own faces, and went off to have 
their pictures taken. The brothers 
were charged with assaulting an of-
ficer. 

Although this second hearing 
failed, as had previous ones, to get 
Judge Carl Allen (who sat im-
passively watching as the beatings 
were going on), to set aside 
discussions of old motions and deal 
with the problems of San Quentin, 
the people on the outside had been 
acting. Demonstrations of increasing 
numbers went on outside the prison, 
blocked by shot-gun carrying guards 
from approaching the prison gates. 

Calls went out to noted black 
Congressmen, publishers, doctors and 
others. On Thursday a few lawyers 
were allowed into the prison for the 
first time. They confirmed what 
Fleeta and John had told their attor-
neys; all the prisoners told essentially 
the same story: there had been no 
escape attempt, only brutal, 
premeditated murder and unabated 
torture, both physical and 
psychological. By Friday morning, 
with the demonstrations at the prison 
now drawing crowds of over a 
thousand, three white reporters from 
Establishment press were allowed 
into the Adjustment Center— accom-
panied by prison officials. Not unex-
pectedly, the distrustful black and 
brown prisoners who filled the Ad-
justment Center had little to say to 
these white strangers, and the repor-
ters told the story they were sent in to 
tell: they saw little evidence of tor-
ture or recent beatings. They weren't 
allowed to see Mancino, whose leg 
had been shot up, nor any other 
prisoner injured seriously enough to 
warrant sending them to the hospital. 
But if nothing else, their visit meant 
a lessening of the beatings for at least 
24 hours for most of the prisoners. It 
also kept the guards from killing 
Fleeta Drumgo, as they had promised 
to do. But this may be only a tem-
porary respite. 

The same public pressure which 
led the Prison Administration to 
make a showcase for the three repor-
ters also finally forced them to allow 
Congressman Ron Dellums, State 
Legislator Willie Brown, and Doctor 
Carleton Goodlett in the AC on 
Friday afternoon, although Warden 

Park and CDC chief Procunier had 
denied their request the previous day. 
But like the reporters, the black 
legislators got a superficial tour and 

• had little to say substantiating the 
lawyers and prisoners' reports. 

The congressmen were able to par-
tially substantiate the fears of the 
lawyers and movement people con-
cerning the next subjects of attack by 
the prison officials. For they said that 
it appeared most prisoners had not 
been beaten in the past 36 hours -
except for Hugo Pinell. Pinell, horn 
in Nicaragua, serving a life term and 
accused of killing one of the 8 San 
Quentin guards who had been slain in 
the year prior to August 21, has been 
beaten every day, without stop. 
Pinell, as a lifer, faces an automatic 
death penalty if found guilty of 
killing the prison guard. Some of the 
administrators' rumors imply he was 
responsible for the knife-slayings of 
the five guards and two white 
trustees on Saturday. 

The prison officials are circulating 
rumors of conspiracy indictments, 
charging that George Jackson was in-
volved in a preplanned prison break 

'attempt involving a number of other 
(please turn to page 10) 



still too few facts. too many theories 
and speculations. Although most 
people feel convinced he was set up 
by the guards to he murdered, no one 
feels totally certain it wasn't in some 
way related to an escape attempt. 
George has long made it known he 
was opposed to the "concentration 
camp" mentality, believed in the 
right of political prisoners or 
prisoners of war to escape. and would 
do so when the time came. But many 
question whether this could have 
been the time — three weeks before 
the start of a trial in which he could 
more massively than ever before 
reveal the barbarity of the California 
prison system and the farce of 
American justice to the eyes and ears 
of an intensely interested world. It 

• (continued from page 3) 
inmates. In addition to Fleeta 
Drutngo. John Clut(•hette and 
Michell Magee. the people who head 
the list of rumored "conspirators" in-
clude Pineli. another inmate named 
-Johnny Spain, the young lawyer 
Steve Bingham. who was the last to 
see George, and an ex-cellmate 
named -Jimmy Cam who is now in 
the SF County -Jail. 

-Johnny Spain. a 20-year-old 
mulatto arrested in Los Angeles for 
robbery and recently transferred to 
San Quentin from Soledad. has been 
described. by his lawyers as a "young 
George Jackson" — incredibly 
abused lw the prison system and in 
the process of becoming politicized 
because of it. Prison authorities say 
-Johnny Spain ran out into the cour-
tyard with George in what they 
describe as an escape attempt. but 
was not injured because he ducked 
behind some hushes. Spain was the 
only convict the white reporters 
described as being obviously injured: 
they said his body was a maze of raw, 
red open sores. 

On Saturday. August 28, several 
thousand black and white, old and 
young people gathered at St. 
August ine Episcopal Church in 
Oakland to show their love and 
respect for George Jackson. The 
"Panther Church" was the scene of 
-Jonathan -Jackson's funeral just a lit-
tle more than a year ago. But 
although there were uncontrolled 
tears rushing down many faces, there 
were no tears from Mrs. Georgia 
-Jackson, (who was described by 
George after -Junnthails funeral as 
"the perfect revolutionary mother" 
far her strength and understanding in 
the face of Jonathan's death). The 
funeral was not a moment of mour-
ning but a call to action. Father Earl 
Neil described George as like the 
Apostle Peter, who told a crippled 
beggar at the steps of the temple that 
he had no silver or gold. but would 
give all he had — then commanded 
him to rise up and walk. The con-

-- dition of black people in this country. 
said Father Neil, is like the beggar 
crippled from birth. Imprisoned for 
many years, George -Jackson had no 
money, no cars or TV's to give the 
people. But he gave all he had — his 
passion, his life. "Last Saturday. this 
system called 'American -Justice' 
murdered George -Jackson." Father 
Neil told the 200 relatives and 
comrades gathered inside the church. 
and the thousands listening outside. 
"They tried to end the life George 
gave us . . . but George still lives on. 
He is with us today. and he is saving 
to us 'rise up and walk — take some 
steps for liberation.' " 

Hours and days of discussions have • 
taken place since Saturday, August 
21. trying to understand and explain 
what happened, and why. There are  

was not in his interest — a totally 
political being, dedicated to the 
struggle in the prisons — to miss out 
on this opportunity by risking death 
or even going underground after a 
successful escape. After all, he could 
just as well escape after trial. His 
physical .conditions in jail could Hitt 
have gotten any worse. 

But it was in the interest of the 
prison authorities — at the highest 
levels — to silence him before he 
could take that stand. George 
Jackson was a very sharp thorn in 
their sides, not only because he so ef-
fectively educated and organized the 
prisoners in every prison they sent 
him to. George -Jackson was an 
eloquent and articulate spolesman 
who had been able to gain the atten-
tion of the outside world at a time 
when prison officials were being 
plagued by calls for prison reform by 
those whom they considered 
"bleeding heart liberals" (to quote 
Warden Park). A number of In-
vestigating Cmnmissions have toured 
various California prisons in the last_ 
yearor two: without exception they 
have come out with scathingly un-
favorable reports. Undaunted. the 
prison hierarchy maintained the • 
status quo, even promoting officials 
of some of the worst prisons, such as 
Soledad. But they very much wanted 
to stop this flow of criticisms in the 
press and the. State legislature, and 
they also wanted to clamp down on 
these radical lawyers who have lately 
been bombarding ,the prison system 
with demands for the rights of 
prisoners. Killing George -Jackson not 
only silenced the voice which was 
causing theta so much discoihfort: it 
served as a pretext to, in the words of 
-James Park. "g-o- hack to old-
fashioned prison meth(xis." While 
presumably he means to stop short of 
the stocks. Park clearly means and 
intends raw 'brutality on the inside 
coupled with maximum efforts to 
keep the outside world from .getting 

in. Newspapers. such as the Black 
Panther paper and the Berkeley 
Tribe will be banned (probably 
resulting in a Court battle, since 
prisoners are entitled 14) receive 
anything that can legally be sent 
through the mails). Tape recorders, a 

key instrument not only of reporters 
but of defense attorneys and legal 
workers, will also be banned. Only 
state-licensed private investigators 
will he alloWed to interview 
prisoners, thus eliminating the 
numerous volunteer investigators 
whose free work (as compared to the 
high rates of licensed investigators) 
makes possible defense on a small 
budget. Only one lawyer will he 
allowed to visit a prisoner, limiting a 
prisoner's right to counsel by the 
number of times his one lawyer can 
get out to visit him) while balancing 
that time with the time he must spend 
working On other aspects of the case. 
defending other clients. etc. 

Hut even more. as Angela painter) 
out. it means the return to raw terror. 
Fleeta and other prisoners were not 
killed last week — as they had been 
assured by the guards they would be 
— perhaps only because the cries of 
the people enabled reporters and 
congressmen to enter the prison. Next 
week, when the spotlight fades, any 
one of them could he arbitrarily mur-
dered. It's been known to happen 
before. That's what started the 
Soledad case. It can only he preven-
ted by continued. constant focus on 
the prisons.. 

In the early morning hours of 
August 28, bombs went off in the of-. 
flees of the California Department of 
Corrections (the euphemism for the 
prison department) in San Francisco, 
San Mateo and Sacramento. doing 
extensive damage. Two of the bom-
bings were claimed by the Weather 
Underground, the third by the 
People's Revolutionary At-my. Like 
the firehombings of State vehicles 
and a Bank of America carried out 
by other groups earlier in the week, 
these bombings were an expression of 
rage at the murder of George 
-Jackson. and in a broader sense.. at 
the murder. torture and imprison-
ment Of untold numbers • • of 
revolutionary brothers and sisters 
throughout the country. 

Although the bombs themselves 
could not effectively „impair the fanc-
Honing-  of the California 'prison
system..their significance should not 
he underestimated.• On one level, they 
were gut response, an outpouring of 
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outraged love and hatred of the 
brutal forces who. outside our con-
trol, could so easily gun down a cap-
tured liberation fighter:  The news of 
the bombings caused smiles to spread 
on many faces that had known only 
tears for a week. Powerless in them-
selves. the bombs kindled a sense of 
retaliation, a feeling of strength. In 
part, this was due to the second level 
of significance these bombs had. 

The Weatherman Communique ex-
pressed it: 

"There must be a price for racist 
attacks: a higher price for 
murder. Mass actions outside the 

-Tombs last year might have 
prevented the murder of two 
Puerto Rican prisoners a week 
after the Rebellion. If Edward 
Hanrahan had been dealt with 
for the murder of Fred Hampton, 
-James Park might have thought 
twice before participating in the 
murder of George -Jackson. Every 
prison official must learn to 
balance his actions with his 
desire for personal safety. 
Pointing to the passionate 

resistance waged by black liberation 
fighters and prisoners, the Corn- 

munique asked whites if the blacks 
and browns must continue to fight 
alone, inside the prison walls. 
Quoting George -Jackson. they con-
cluded: 

"I'll never forgive. I'll never 
forget. If I'm guilty of anything. 
it is of not leaning on them hard 
enough. War without terms." 
That war is clearly going on inside 

San Quentin and countless other 
prisons this week and in the weeks to 
come. If there is no help froni the out-
side. the revolutionary prisoners will . 
be quietly and systematically mur-
dered. Like George •Jackson, they 
wage the most perilous of 
revolutionary struggles. 


